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E D I TO R I A L

Br/ngs Forth \ts Flowers

As new sap rises in the 
bough and bursts the folded 
buds apart, so will hope 
bring forth its flowers and 
joy return into my heart

Patience Strong

Observing nature closely, 
we note with keen aware­
ness her signs, each making 
its advent into our world, 
which seems always ready for 
it. And with Easter and spring 
coming almost hand in hand, we 
are offered opportunities to give a 
harmonious welcome to both the 
celebration of the Resurrection and the 
arrival of spring. We cannot close our eyes 
to the spring beauty that unfolds around us.
Nor can we close our ears and hearts to the glorious 
message of Easter! When the world is on the threshold 
of spring, its harbingers multiply daily. We feel the pulse 
of life anew and look out with hope toward a broader, 
brighter view. So, too, with our life in the Church. We look 
to the dreams that inspire us, the faith that sustains us, 
and the hope that leads us on. In his book Crossing the 
Threshold of Hope, Pope John Paul II speaks of the Church 
as a sign of hope and of new communion with God in this 
world.

in Cuba stress the impor­
tance for the Church to be 
confident regarding the 
renewal and reflections of 
her sons and daughters, 
as well as to encourage 
and acknowledge the signs 
of new life that are already 
evident. Enlivening the 
Hope of the Gospel pre­

sents in broad lines how the 
Missionary Sisters of the 

Immaculate Conception face 
the future with their specific 

charism and mission.

The Church has been enriched by 
the vitality of lay movements and associ­

ations within which the consecrated life has 
found fresh expressions. Living Witnesses of Our 

Roots and Holy Week in Candelaria reveal how associates 
and lay promoters are grateful and happy to participate 
and to express their hopes as bearers of the Good News. 
Recognizing the role of religious women in the Church, 
the Synod observed that “consecrated life has been a place 
of promotion on behalf of other women in society and in 
the Church”. An Appeal From Brena clearly echoes this 
awareness.

Changes which have taken place in the Church and in 
society over the past 30 years have marked consecrated 
life profoundly and positively. The World Synod of Bishops 
held in Rome last October was the universal Church’s first 
opportunity since the Second Vatican Council to reflect on 
“The Consecrated Life and its Mission in the Church and 
in the World”. Together, the Synod participants examined 
how consecrated men and women can respond to the 
challenges and expectations of our contemporaries in var­
ious cultural, social and ecclesial contexts. A Synod: 
Journeying Together and Religious Life and its Mission

The Holy Father calls on consecrated men and women 
to give witness to hope, love and commitment in the 
world. He affirms that the choice consecrated people 
make for their life, “especially through the practice of the 
evangelical counsels of chastity, poverty and obedience, is 
nothing more than a great choice of love, or even, a super­
abundance of love”. By calling men and women to leave 
everything in order to follow Him, Jesus initiated a way 
of life which has been expressed in the various forms of 
consecration as they developed in the Church through the 
centuries. In Rites of Passage, we see that today, the Lord 
does not cease to repeat His call “Come follow me!”

Ma. Anthea Raso, M.I.C.
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The Synod of 
Bishops, held in 

Rome last October, 
focused on the

Consecrated Life as it is 
lived by the world's 

religious Institutes,
Congregations and Orders.

In the wake of vast changes in 
the world and in the Church, the 

Synod examined who the religious 
are and where they fit in the Church's 

structure today The Canadian delega-

A SYNOD:
JOURNEYING 

TOGETHER
By Bishop Jacques Berthelet, C.S.V.

tion was composed of seven bishops; two 
religious women were invited as observers.

The delegation also included three religious 
who served as resource persons for the 
Canadian prelates. Auxiliary-Bishop Jacques 
Berthelet, C.S.V, of St-Jean-Longueuil, a delegate 

of the Canadian Bishops' Conference, recorded with 
clarity and precision the experience of this assembly of 

bishops and delegates from around the world.

hat Sun- 
Iday morn­
ing, October 
2nd, 1994, a tor­

rential rain fell on 
Rome. It struck the 
dome of St. Peter's Basil­
ica and rushed down to flood the inner 
courts and the square of St. Peter. It was a 
rare sight. The opening Mass of the 9th ordi­
nary assembly of the Synod of Bishops on 
"The Consecrated Life and its Mission in 
the Church and in the World" was about to 
begin. Was this a sign of the abundance of 
grace which was going to fall upon the Synod 
or of the torrent of ideas which was to flood 
the Synod hall in the four coming weeks? In 
any case, that morning, groups of bishops, 
men and women religious and faithful peo­
ple of every colour and style of dress made 
their way to St. Peter's Basilica like marathon 
runners crossing the finish line. From that 
early stage on, we journeyed together. In this 
initial gathering, the Holy Father com­
mented on the encounter of Jesus with the 
young man whom He had called with these 
words: "Follow me!". When we came out of 
this first gathering, the sun was shining 
brightly. It continued to shine until the end 
of the Synod, October 29th.

Participants at the Synod
The next day, Monday, October 3rd, all of 

us 350 participants assembled again around 
the Holy Father in the large hall located 
above the audience hall, ready to listen to

one another, ready to listen to the Spirit and 
to search together for what the Spirit is say­
ing to the Church on the consecrated life.

Of course, this Synod was a synod of bish­
ops. There are approximately 225 of us. But 
a synod of bishops on the consecrated life: 
this means that around 125 consecrated peo­
ple, men and women, were also present, not 
to mention the fact that many bishops are 
members of Institutes of the consecrated life. 
The consecrated life is also a gift which we 
share with other Christian Churches. The 
Holy Father was thoughtful enough to in­
vite representatives of Institutes of conse­
crated life of the Sister Churches.

This Synod was a synod of the Catholic 
Church, which means that all five continents 
were represented, that all Episcopal confer­
ences had delegates there and that Religious 
conferences were represented. Moreover, spe­
cial care had been taken to make sure all 
forms of consecrated life in all parts of the 
world were present at the Synod.

Programme of the Synod
Bishop Jan Schotte (who became cardinal 

the day after the Synod) opened the
4
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Canadian delegation to the Synod in Rome - Bishop Jacques Berthelet, C.S.V., 
5* left.

assembly with the report of the General Secretary of the 
Synod; the report of the General Reporter of the Synod, 
Cardinal Hume, Archbishop of Westminster, was an 
even stronger kick-off. Going over the most important 
parts of the working instrument made public a few 
months before the Synod (in June), Cardinal Hume pro­
posed a number of questions suggested in the Instru- 
mentum Laboris, which would call for members of the 
Synod to take a stand. For two weeks thereafter, from 
Monday to Saturday between 9 A.M. and 12:30 A.M. and 
between 5 and 7 RM., always with the Holy Father, we 
listened to the input of approximately 
250 contributors who normally spoke 8 
minutes each, 15 minutes for some 15 
experts, and 5 minutes for the repre­
sentatives of the other Churches.

At the end of this marathon, with 
the help of his assistants (Fr. P. Zago,
O.M.L, Superior General, Br. Johnston,
F.E.C., Superior General, and Sr.
Ehrlich, an Ursuline Sister of the Ro­
man Union), Cardinal Hume presented 
a powerful summary of all these con­
tributions. In the third week, the mem­
bers of the Synod responded to this vi­
sion of Cardinal Hume; they criticized 
it and complemented it. This meant for 
the 14 linguistic workshops to say what 
particularly stood out in their minds in 
those two weeks of hearings, and to 
even say what may have been forgot­
ten. I shall choose among the numer­
ous elements of the summary, and 
mention, first, a few characteristic 
traits of various continents and coun­
tries, and then some of the key ideas of 
the Synod.

Different Experiences and Concerns in 
Different Continents

The experience lived by consecrated people 
under Communist regimes over much of the 
twentieth century reveals to us what is essen­
tial to the consecrated life: a deep faith nour­
ished by the Word of God and the sacramen­
tal life; a vigorous fraternal life; a solid bond 
with the Church, and in particular with the 
successor of Peter. In these countries, the con­
secrated life has really been marked by the ex­
perience of martyrdom. This experience ques­
tions us. What is essential for us in the 
consecrated life? What are the struggles we 
carry on that enable us to stay on our feet?

The experience of Africa and Asia reveals 
the emergence of numerous vocations to the 
consecrated life, in either indigenous or mis­
sionary communities. These communities 
face the question of the inculturation of the 
consecrated life and that of the formation of 

new members. Whatever the answer may be, it chal­
lenges the truth of the consecrated life. And this chal­
lenge affects the consecrated life in all countries.

In North America, in fact in the Western World, a ma­
jor challenge consists of living the consecrated life in a 
secularized society, an autonomous, self-reliant and neu­
tral society with its own values and laws. In this context, 
the value of the consecrated life lies in the witness it 
gives, in its truth and in its capacity to show the rea­
sonableness of its plan.

M./.G Sisters from Asia and Africa participate in a renewal session in Canada. 
The Synod is a call to continue the renewal of consecrated life.

Màv
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Seminarians in China bear witness to the dawn of faith among 
God's people in their land.

Some of the Key Ideas of the Synod
The use of the phrase "consecrated life" does not only 

refer to the religious life; it also refers to all the other 
forms of life vowed to God through celibacy for the sake 
of the kingdom of God: the order of virgins, the hermits, 
the secular institutes and the societies of apos­
tolic life. Of course, there is a need to distinguish 
more clearly between consecration through the 
evangelical counsels and the Baptismal conse­
cration, to determine more specifically what is 
essential to the consecrated life and common to 
all its forms, and finally to bring out what is par­
ticular to each of these forms of consecrated life.

The fundamental equality of all in a Church 
of communion and in the consecrated life was 
asserted in many ways during the Synod. This as­
sertion came out especially in the recognition of 
the fundamental equality of man and woman in 
the Church and in the acknowledgement that 
progress is yet to be made for consecrated 
women to be treated in the same way as men 
even within the consecrated life. This also came 
out in the request that in mixed Institutes (made 
up of brothers and priests), the brothers who so 
desire and for whom this is the original tradition,

be allowed access to positions as major superiors, which 
in the current legislation is reserved for priests.

The statement that the future and credibility of the 
consecrated life depend on its capacity to live by the de­
mands of evangelical poverty was reiterated many times 
during the Synod. Along the same lines, we were re­
minded of the necessity to take up our cross in order to 
follow Christ, and to follow Him in abnegation and de­
tachment. This is one of the major elements of a spiri­
tuality of which the Synod said little, but which was in­
herent in everyone of its statements. It is in this sense 
that we must understand the calls of the Synod for con­
version, truth and communion in the Church.

These thoughts provide a brief overview of the Synod 
on the Consecrated Life. As in the case of the Council, 
it will take a few years to fully appreciate the calls of the 
Synod to continue our renewal. This Synod gives us hope 
as we move into the 21st century. It is up to us to take 
hold of this grace! □

Numerous M.I.C. vocations in Madagascar manifest the vitality of a 
Church that has lived under a Socialist regime.

«__ (5
l ! 1

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES

The Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception and the Team of the M.I.C. Missionary Press
offer sincere congratulations and best ,-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
wishes to the 30 Cardinals, newly Cardinal Jean-Claude Turcotte, Montreal Canada,

appointed by the Holy Father, Cardinal Carlos Oviedo Cavada, Santiago, Chi/e,

particularly those of the Dioceses Cardinal Jaime Lucas Ortega y A/amino, ta Habana, Cuba,

where the M.I.C. Sisters work: Cardinal Peter Seiichi Shirayanagi, Tokyo, Japan,

/ Cardinal Armand Gaétan Razafindratandra, Antananarivo, Madagascar, 
May Our Immaculate Cardinal Augusta Vargas Alzamora, lima, Peru.

Mother, who assisted the
Apostles in their mission, accompany you in your new service for the Church! □ The Editorial Team
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CONFERENCE

UBa

Sr. Sara Olga,
a delegate of the 

Conference of 
Religious of Cuba, 

addresses the 
Synod Assembly.

Photo: A. Mori, L'Osservatore Romano

By Sara Olga Perez Numez, M.I.C.

Bishops and other delegates from around the world met in Rome from October 2 
to 30, 1994, to attend the Synod of Bishops called by the Holy Father to discuss 

"The Consecrated Life and its Role in the Church and in the World.".
Sister Sara Olga Perez Numez, M.I.C., Regional superior of Cuba, attended the 

Synod in her capacity as president of the Conference of Religious of Cuba and was 
one of the delegates to address the Synod Assembly on October 4. Her presentation 

allows us to look at religious life and its mission in the context of Cuban society.

H oly Father, Cardinals and Bishops, Reli­
gious Sisters and Brothers in Christ our 
Lord:
I address this assembly with a deep feeling 

of gratitude. My gratitude goes first to God 
our Father who has allowed this Synod on Re­
ligious Life to take place. I am also grateful for 
its acceptance by the Floly Father and by all 
the people of God. And I am grateful espe­
cially, for this invitation which I received to 
participate as a delegate of the religious of 
Cuba, in this "moment of God" which the 
Synod is. This invitation from the Holy Father 
is for us a clear sign of the gratuitousness and 
splendor of our God, and at the same time, it 
is a call to welcome the grace of this moment 
as would Mary, our Mother.

Social and Ecclésial Context of 
Religious Life in Cuba

From the very start of the Cuban Revolu­
tion, even before it was declared openly as

Marxist-Leninist and irreconcilable with 
Faith, initial confrontations had already 
started between the State and the Church. An 
invisible hand coined the phrase: "To go to 
church is harmful." It went to such extremes 
that to enter a church, to greet a nun or a 
priest or welcome them at home were looked 
upon as 'harmful'. The pressure upon the 
Church, particularly on lay people, increased 
unceasingly. Many believers gave in to this 
intimidation. In this new society, it was al­
most heroic to live without denying or hid­
ing one's faith. The practice of religion di­
minished very quickly and fear entered 
people's hearts, particularly among the 
faithful.

It has been a painful, but fruitful process 
indeed. It was not easy to find new ways of 
being present in a system in which one was 
excluded, not easy to share in all human ac­
tivities without identifying the ideology by

7
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Sr. Catherine, a Malagasy M.I.C. in Cuba, experiences with the 
people "the unifying power" of Our Lady of El Cobre.

which one was inspired, not easy to be credible in the 
midst of a world of prejudice and misinformation. Nev­
ertheless, deprived of power and without institutions or 
mass media, the Church often felt the presence and ac­
tion of the Holy Spirit. She saw the efficacy of God's 
Word; she discovered the unifying power, for our people, 
of Our Lady of Charity of El Cobre. This whole spiritual 
experience led the Church through a journey of conver­
sion, purification and faith.

Poor in personnel, decimated , first, by the expulsions, 
then by the exodus of a great number of her children 
and by their massive abandonment of religious practice, 
the Church did not lose hope. I remember, as a novice, 
hearing the prophetic words of Bishop Adolfo Rodriguez 
of Camagiiey: "My Sisters, we suffer now the grief of see­
ing so many of the faithful leave us, bringing their chil­
dren with them; but the day will come when we will 
have the joy of receiving in our churches the children of 
communists who will look for the Good News."

This is what we are living now, 35 years af­
ter the Revolution. A great number of our o 
brothers and sisters are coming back and ^ 
many young people, brought up in material- -| 
istic and atheistic surroundings, are waking up j 
to the faith. During the past four years, there ^ 
has been a noticeable increase in church at- J 
tendance. The quality of church services is im­
proving. The preparation of catechumens is a 
fact and a source of hope.

On the other hand, confined until now 
within the walls of her sanctuaries, the 
Church is starting to go out to meet the peo­
ple. This is one of the graces of the celebra­
tion of the 5th Centennial of Evangelization 
in the Americas. To prepare this event, we had 
to go beyond the boundaries of our churches.
With fear and trembling, we knocked at the 
people's doors. To our surprise, they filled our 
8

empty churches. As we looked at the Cross, we were re­
united in Love.

Our Church knows the accumulated suffering the peo­
ple keep in their hearts. There are so many pressures, so 
many needs; the grief of so many national struggles, like 
that of our people who died in foreign lands or of the 
many others who fled on rafts and were engulfed in our 
seas. We can add to this the sorrow of hearing distorted 
news about these events, the sorrow of our prisoners and 
their relatives, and the sufferings of families separated by 
ideologies or by the wave of immigration.

It is a fact: the Church in Cuba has grown in solidar­
ity each time it lived Christian charity with those who 
suffer. The people acknowledge that the Church is close 
to them. The Church becomes more and more the voice 
of the people, and they, in turn, find in her a space for 
freedom and expression. The Church acknowledges the 
need for her own conversion, and the people meet along 
their way witnesses who make the Gospel message more 
credible.

Renewal of Religious Life in Cuba
In some ways, this social and ecclesial context has 

shaped religious life in Cuba. Not long before the Second 
Vatican Council decreed the renewal of religious life, 
numerous changes had already occurred. In 1961, the 
nationalization of Catholic colleges and the fear of 
impending reprisals and violent persecutions provoked a 
massive exit of religious from the country. Within a 
week, only 209 of the 2721 nuns and 142 of the 424 men 
belonging to religious orders remained in Cuba. All at 
once, all the teaching institutions were closed, as well as 
most of the welfare centers and the majority of the large 
convents adjoining colleges and charity shelters.

A new era for religious life is beginning in Cuba. In 
the midst of uncertainty and insecurity, the bonds of

Sisters Amelia, Maricela and Gloria Teresa plan activities with young 
parishioners.



Ph
ot

os
: M

.-P
. C

ha
rb

on
ne

au
, M

.i.
C

.

ecclesial solidarity and communion are being strength­
ened. Within the narrow boundaries allowed by the sys­
tem, new modes of presence and action are being sought. 
The Second Vatican Council enlightened this process of 
change, especially with its reflection on the mission of 
the Church in today's world and its guidelines for the re­
newal of religious life. A Jesuit priest, Fr. Felicisimo 
Sanchez is helping us in our study of the Council docu­
ments and already, we feel the influence of this study.

By changing the orientation of our mission, because 
of circumstances, our lifestyle has also changed.

From teaching and social works formerly organized in 
large establishments, we are moving to a work of Faith

education through small catechism groups in parishes or 
in neighbourhood religious centres. We are moving to 
proclaiming the Gospel through the witness of our daily 
lives rather than through preaching, though we do take 
advantage of all "open doors" to proclaim it. We are 
moving to pastoral work among the sick, the elderly and 
the handicapped children, particularly through visits to 
homes and hospitals.

Our welfare centres are so few! In all of Cuba, the 
Church runs seven homes for the elderly, one for handi­
capped children and a sanatorium for the mentally sick. 
Yet, what wonderful care is provided in these facilities! 
Even the leaders of the Revolution consider these centres 
as models of their kind.

At Holguin, Sr. Jeanne Ostiguy, prepares a 
young man for Baptism.

Sr. Dinorah Ayala, M.I.C., spends time 
with a handicapped friend.

Home visits are occasions to bring the Good News 
Sr. Claire Carrier, M.I.C., baptises Elinier; his 
godmother, Sr. Fabienne Bernatchez, M.I.C.

7

Community life is becoming sim­
pler, more fraternal and closer to 
the people. More open interper­
sonal relationships are being estab­
lished, inside as well as outside the 
religious community. New religious 
houses, many of which are in the 
sacristies of churches, are more and 
more open to the people. This 
proximity brings about a revision, 
discernment and renewal of our 
lifestyle.

Our vowed consecration to the 
Lord is strongly questioned by the 
milieu. What can be the meaning 
of a consecration to Someone who 
does not even exist for them? Situ­
ations such as this help us to 
deepen our vocation. It is only 
through an authentic experience of 
faith in the One and Triune God 
that we can live the radical follow­
ing of Christ joyfully, in total free­
dom and complete dedication. All 
of this also has an impact on our 

prayer life. We learn to share the Word of God 
among us in our religious community and 
with the people, to put it into practice through 
concrete deeds and to celebrate its efficacy in 
the Eucharist.

The Present and Future of Religious Life 
in Cuba

As stated in the document of the Cuban Na­
tional Ecclesial Meeting of 1986, the first con­
tribution of religious life to the Church is its 
own consecration. To give meaning to our 
vows in the "here and now" of our reality has 
been a constant concern for us.

Countering the excessive valuation of hu­
man love which permeates our society, our

9



vow of chastity is a 
sign which people un­
derstand solely because 
of our availability, soli­
darity and generosity.

Countering anguish 
and despair due to the 
scarcity of basic goods, 
to an unsafe and un­
predictable future and 
to hopelessness, our 
vow of poverty, which 
makes sharing a reality, 
speaks for itself to sim­
ple people.

Countering apathy 
in work and the lack of 
creativity, our vow of 
obedience leads us to 
reflect because of the 
joy and dedication it 
brings in serving others.

I!

The profession of perpetual vows of Sr. Gloria 
Perez, M.I.C., bears witness to the radical 
following of Christ.

Cuban population has doubled in number? 
To overcome this poverty, we hope against 
all hope in the Father's Providence and also 
in the generous response of religious Insti­
tutes to the invitation of the Church in 
Cuba.

Gratitude and Appeal of the Church 
in Cuba

In closing, I give thanks once again to 
the Holy Father for this invitation and for 
giving me the chance to express myself. 
Thanks also to all the Institutes of conse­
crated life present in Cuba. Your help is 
great and valuable! However, we need im­
mediate help in terms of personnel, even 
for a limited period, or financial aid which 
would enable us to offer services in their 
training and formation.

How beautiful is the testimony of our consecrated 
life! It is, however, called to a constant integration of 
the "essence of our consecration" into a reality which 
challenges because of the loss of human values, the de­
terioration of the human person, the lack of religious 
formation, the despair and lack of perspective on the 
part of the people; because of poverty at all levels and 
the need for a social plan that will unite everyone in re­
spect, freedom and dialogue. We are called to live the 
demands of an ongoing conversion 
that we may welcome the thoughts 
and feelings of Christ and translate 
them into concrete actions proclaim­
ing the dignity of the human person 
and the truth concerning Christ and 
the Church.

All this becomes a strong call for 
the development of our own charisms 
with the creativity of the Spirit him­
self who inspired them. It makes us 
aware of the importance of a solid and 
inculturated formation, both initial 
and ongoing, without forgetting the 
need for an authentic discernment of 
vocation.

Considering the magnitude of the 
task on hand, we feel even more 
strongly the scarcity of personnel. How 
can this great mission be fulfilled 
when the number of religious, both 
men and women, is seven times less 
than it was in 1961, whereas the
10

I take this opportunity to share with you 
what I consider to be the best contribution 
of our Church to the universal Church: i.e. 

our experience of fraternity and ecclesial communion 
among the Bishops, priests, religious and lay people. 
This experience, emerging from our mixed culture, 
grows amid hardships and is oriented towards unity in 
diversity.

I ask our Mother of Charity of El Cobre to accompany 
this Synod Assembly so that, with Her, we may learn 
how to accept the new approach which the Spirit wants 
to teach us concerning the religious life and its mission 
in the Church and in the world. □

C
'j ü

Sr. Sara Olga expresses her gratitude to the Holy Father and presents the needs 
of the Church in Cuba.
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Students of Marie-de-la-Providence 
College: "Without the education of a 
people, no national plan or 
development proposal is possible!

After 30 years, there is 
a need to expand!

iSr. Murielle Dubé, M.I.C. is confident that a bright 
future awaits Marie-de-la-Providence College!

FROM BREftA

The Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception arrived in Breha, Lima, 
on August 30, 1962. Soon after their arrival, they met with architects and contractors who 

started the construction of a residence for the Sisters and a college.
On April I, 1963, three hundred girls started school at Marie-de-la-Providence College.

More than 30 years have passed since then... Today, the M.I.C. Sisters of Peru 
speak of the dynamic life that has sprouted and blossomed in the College over the years. 

However, there is a pressing need for additional space ... hence this appeal 
on behalf of the College and school community.

Missionary Presence at Brena

I
n the early 60's, my family, like many 
others, moved from the countryside to the 
city of Lima. People coming from different 
regions of the country who did not find a 
place in the center of the city were forced to 

settle in zones bordering the capital. We set­
tled in the already densely populated district 
of Breha. In 1963, the Missionary Sisters of 
the Immaculate Conception arrived on the 
scene with the plan to found a college. You

can imagine what this meant for the families 
of Breha... the chance to have a good educa­
tion! The opening of Marie-de-la-Providence 
College answered a need of the people. For 
the Sisters, it was a way of proclaiming the 
gratuitous love of God who accompanies His 
people in their sufferings and hopes.

The years passed and Peru went through an 
economic, political and social crisis. In this

11



critical context, the population of 
Brena increased, the alleys multiplied 
and poverty became more evident! In 
1972, I nevertheless studied with 
much determination at Marie-de-la- 
Providence College! In 1982, I joined 
the Missionary Sisters of the Immacu­
late Conception. During 4 years of 
formation, I taught in the same class­
rooms where I had previously been a 
student. I thus appreciate the real 
value of the means of evangelization 
and development that we have. Those 
are the means through which we con­
tribute in the formation of new gen­
erations who will make choices that 
favour our people and forge a new so­
ciety - a society of justice, peace and 
solidarity according to God's mar­
velous plan!

Today, while we are still under the 
shock of the terror and violence 
which cut down so many innocent 
lives, new and urgent needs emerge:
• A deep crisis in the education sys­

tem of the country.
• Education perceived by govern­

ment as a social expense which is 
not very productive; the budget is 
reduced notwithstanding the fact 
that the school age population 
continues to increase.

• Teachers are getting poorer; their 
buying power has diminished by 
85.3% in the last 13 years. The eco­
nomic problem has a terrible con­
sequence: the teachers' work is 
depreciated.

• Young people consider the school 
as the bridge which links them to 
the university and to the world of 
work. Unfortunately, 
the poor quality of the 
educational system and 
the economic crisis 
transform their aspira­
tions to a better lifestyle 
into short-lived dreams.

They need to gather 
around the Word of God, 
to let themselves be trans­
formed and questioned by 
it in their daily lives and to 
commit themselves in a 
coherent manner in favour 
of their people.

More than ever, to take 
on a plan of education is 
12

to choose life. With­
out the education of 
a people, no national 
plan or development 
proposal is possible!
To take on an educa­
tion plan is to row 
against the current, 
in order to achieve a 
society more worthy 
of sons and daughters 
of God! Yes, Marie- 
de-la-Providence Col­
lege responds to a 
very real need of the people of Brena 
and of the Church: an education 
steeped in love for a solidarity that 
knows no boundaries!

Rosario Zari, M.I.C.

A Future Teacher's Wish
The subject of the "College" stirs 

deep feelings in my heart for I want 
very much to become a teacher. I feel 
that I am part of this M.I.C. project 
and I'm convinced of the importance 
and value of education. Beginning 
with what I am in my poverty, I of­
fer to support and help those who 
need me.

• We need the child's innocence!
• We need the hope of young people!
• We need the God of Life!

Ana Alvarado, 
M.I.C. novice

Pastoral Work 
in View of the Future

I'm involved in the pastoral pro­
gramme at Marie-de-la-Providence 
College. Following the example of the

Tania Diaz Vela, novice (5th left) and animators of the Holy 
Childhood and Youth Without Frontiers

M.I.C. Sisters who came before me, I 
want to promote a school pastoral 
programme aimed at a holistic forma­
tion of the students. It includes the af­
fective, social and spiritual dimen­
sions of the human person. This 
holistic formation is already started 
and I strongly believe that here in 
Peru, women have a primary role. 
Working with children and young 
women is truly working for the future 
of Peru!

In 1992, something new was un­
dertaken. In collaboration with the 
representative of the Jesuit College of 
Brena, we started, little by little, a 
combined pastoral programme which 
includes various types of acitivities: 
children missionaries, youth without 
frontiers, small Christian communi­
ties, preparation for Confirmation, 
young M.I.C. associates and M.I.C. as­
sociates, social and pastoral work with 
former students! The teachers, stu­
dents and group animators participate 
actively. There is a surge of energy!

Following the exam­
ple of Délia Tétreault, 
we want to light a great 
fire so that young peo­
ple and children, 
happy to be loved by 
God, will become mis­
sionaries according to 
their age, milieu and 
possibilities. The differ­
ent activities comple­
ment the academic 
subjects and enable 
each one of our stu­
dents to go forward in 
the footsteps of the 
risen Jesus.

Dolorès St-Cyr, M.I.C.



Paving a Path of Hope
I participated in the pastoral work 

of the College and I can say that this 
experience has taught me to love and 
welcome it as part of my life. A pas­
toral activity which is realized is a gift 
of God. It is people coming alive! In 
one way or another, all are doing their 
part. Young women and children, 
while receiving good courses, experi­
ence and share a God who loves them 
and invites them to build community. 
They discover meaning in their lives 
in a society which is drastically 
marked by injustice and violence.

Marie-de-la-Providence College be­
longs to the people of the popular 
zone of Brena more than it belongs to 
us. We are there to respond to their 
needs. Let us get on with our task! 
God has placed in our hands an un­
dertaking which is a path of hope!

Tania Diaz Vela, M.I.C. novice

Giving Witness to Life
It is impossible to keep to myself 

what I have seen and heard!... I came 
from Cuba about a year and a half 
ago. I am not in the education min­
istry. Can I then give an appreciation 
of Marie-de-la-Providence College? 
Yes, because I am a witness of the life 
and inspiration of this undertaking! 
Sound teaching is offered here... 
teachings of the Good News! Spiritual 
and material support are provided to

t~
the people. My Sisters 
are faithful to the 
evangelical approach 
of Our Lord Jesus.
Since my arrival in 
Peru, I had the privi­
lege to participate in 
their pastoral activi­
ties. They have trans­
mitted to countless 
people the desire to 
live the mission in the 
manner of Mary, filled 
with wonder at the 
grace of God in their 
lives! The groups of Associates 
(ASMIC) and young Associates (JAS- 
MIC) commit themselves, prepare or 
request someone to guide them in or­
der to share with others the gift of 
Faith.

Christ lives! I feel and see His 
dynamic presence at Napo 1124.

Gloria Sulet, M.I.C.

Abundant Fruit

Thirty years have passed! The mis­
sionary dynamism shown by the 
M.I.C. pioneers has multiplied over 
the years. Education, pastoral and so­
cial activities have borne fruit. Young 
women commit themselves to be of 
service to society. There is an increase 
of vocations to the M.I.C. life! Almost 
without realizing it, life bursts forth, 
stronger and breaking through the

Photos: M.I.C., Peru

walls. The results? As it keeps growing 
in every way, the College has a crying 
need of extra space! As a Peruvian, I 
feel that this is an urgent matter!

Ederlina Torres del Aguila, M.I.C.

A Gesture of Solidarity
Following Mary's example when 

she said to Jesus: "They have no 
wine," we confide this concern to 
you, dear friends and readers. An ex­
pansion of Marie-de-la-Providence 
College will enable it to continue its 
mission of education in a popular mi­
lieu. Together with the whole school 
community and the people of Brena, 
thank you in advance with all our 
hearts for your solidarity with us in 
the mission. □

Murielle Dubé, M.I.C., 
Provincial Superior

A PLANNED GIFT * A GIFT OF THE HEART
For the benefit of the MLt.notiary Siotero of the Immaculate Conception:
BEQUESTS IN YOUR WILL
LIFE ANNUITIES:
/ provide you with a lifelong income 
/ enable you to reduce your taxes 
/ are a way for you to help our missionaries

effectively
LIFE INSURANCE:
/ allows you to help generously

without detriment to the interests of your family 
/ your contribution, in the form of insurance

premiums, is deductible from your taxable revenue 
as a charitable donation

THE CAPITAL WILL BE PAID AFTER YOUR DEATH 
BY AN INSURANCE COMPANY.
WE WELCOME ALL REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION.

Write to us:
Mission Procure
Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception 
121, Maplewood Ave.
Outremont, (Quebec) Canada 
H2V 2 M2

Telephone: (514) 274-5691 
Fax number: (514) 274-3298

NAME:_________________________________________

ADDRESS: APT.:

POSTAL CODE:

DATE OF BIRTH:, 

TELEPHONE: (

Heartfelt Thank.,
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By Louise Laberge, M.I.C. Sn Louise Laberge with a Bolivian family

OLIVIA

A bouquet of flowers for the Way of the Cross
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In Bolivian villages, popular religiosity has maintained a deep 
Christian content. Accompanying four lay 'promoters', Sister 

Louise Laberge had the privilege of joining the Quechua people of 
Candelaria in their celebration of Holy Week. She faithfully kept a 

journal and now opens a few pages for us.

14

Wednesday of Holy Week

I
I arrived at Candelaria on Wednesday of 
Holy Week. A place was reserved for me in 
a room which serves as a dormitory. It is 
with great joy that I share the life of these 
young women from the village. My greatest 

difficulty is with the language! The people 
speak Quechua, their ancestral dialect, and I 
know nothing of it!

The village is 3,400 metres above sea level. 
We have cold weather! In their gardens, the 
people grow mostly potatoes, large beans and 
the papaliza, a root crop similar to our potato. 
Though most of the families raise sheep and 
poultry, I saw a few cows in the fields. We are 
now in autumn, the season for harvesting 
potatoes. Everything being done by hand, the

whole family helps with the work in the 
fields.

Holy Thursday
To help save gas, I didn't use warm water 

this morning. I placed a pail of water out in 
the sun, but by 10 o'clock, the water was 
hardly lukewarm... and I could barely wash 
my face.

There is no resident priest in this area. The 
women promoters, who received their train­
ing at our Institute, led the prayers of Holy 
Week. The ceremony started in the evening. 
Young people and adults reenacted the Wash­
ing of the Feet, the Last Supper and the Con­
demnation of Jesus. During the 45-minute



presentation, various participants 
played the parts of Jesus, the apostles, 
religious authorities and other char­
acters. Bath towels, curtains, and 
even our bed sheets were used for cos­
tumes. The spectators were very at­
tentive and the celebration ended 
with a song and a prayer. Then, rice, 
milk and bread were served to the 
young people who had participated 
in the presentation.

|
Good Friday

t The sun didn't come out at all this
day and it was colder than yesterday. 
My companions were kept busy all 
morning preparing our dinner. I 
helped them peel potatoes. At dinner 
time, there was a lot of good food on 
the table. According to a custom

Lay promoters from the Rural Education 
Institute commit themselves to help the 
people deepen their Christian faith.

HP

practiced in certain places in Bolivia, 
twelve dishes were served in remem­
brance of the Apostles. The menu, 
which did not include meat, had 
potatoes, rice and pasta in abun­
dance. Good Friday is one of the rare 
occasions when the villagers have 
enough food to satisfy their hunger. 
After this hearty meal, my young 
friends suggested that I drink water 
for, according to their belief, water 
has a purifying power during the 
hour preceding the death of Jesus.

The Way of the Cross started in the 
streets at 3 o'clock. The women wore 
their mourning clothes. The men 
vied with one another to carry the 
cross along with a statue of the 
Blessed Virgin, also dressed in black. 
At each station, a family had pre­
pared a table which served as a stand

for the statue. Once the statue had 
been placed on the table, flowers 
were offered and incense was burned. 
At 6 o'clock in the evening, we en­
tered the chapel and went up the cen­
tral aisle on our knees to kiss the cru­
cifix. Everything was done in silence 
and with utmost respect.

Holy Saturday
On this day, the weather was mag­

nificent! I went for a walk and met 
other foreigners, members of a sect. 
They also had come to celebrate Holy 
Week in Candelaria. We shyly greeted 
one another and continued each on 
our own way. I discreetly glanced in­
side some of the homes through the 
open doors. Vegetables were stacked 
on the floor on one side, and on the 
other side was a bed. What great 
poverty in this countryside! This was 
also obvious from the tattered clothes 
worn by most of the villagers.

'promoters' i.e. young women, 19 to 
22 years of age, with just a few years 
of education, who are really eager to 
spread the Word of God and to help 
their sisters and brothers in the vil­
lages. During these solemn days, 
they became messengers for the 
Catholic people. How I admired their 
conviction and audacity! These 
young women joyfully spread the 
Good News just as the women did 
during the time of Jesus!

Easter Sunday
At breakfast, I was so surprised to 

find carnation petals soaking in my 
cup of water! My companions in­
formed me that Easter is a day of great 
joy and in order to express that hap­
piness, we soak flower petals and drink 
the water. After breakfast, we boarded 
a bus and went to a large village 30 
kilometers away, where we attended 
the Easter Mass. The mayor and his 
wife sat in special pews in the church.

In the evening, 
we celebrated the 
Glory of the Risen 
Lord. A large group 
of young people 
were present. At 
the start of the 
celebration, a fire 
prepared outside 
the chapel was kept 
burning by people 
throwing pieces of 
wood in the blaze 
and saying to­
gether: "With this 
piece of wood, may 
my lies be burnt", 
...or "my drunk­
enness", etc... 
This ritual of 
begging forgive- 
ness lasted a 
long time. I ad­
mired the sim­
plicity and seri­
ousness of those 
who spoke. 
Then, with great 
joy, the whole 
assembly sang 
the Alleluia!

Young people reenact the 
Washing of the Feet.

We were delighted to 
live these Holy Days with 
the poor, who are so dear 
to the Heart of Jesus and 
also to ours. I lived these 
days very intensely. Com­
modities were scarce, yet, I 
was at ease in such sim­
plicity. I hope to have the 
chance to live other simi­
lar experiences for they 
draw me closer to the love 
of God the Father and of 
my Bolivian sisters and 
brothers. □

The Holy 
Week ceremo­
nies were led by

In Candelaria, the Way of the Cross includes many local customs 
and beliefs.
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Internationality, an 
unmistakable reality 
during the M./.C. 
General Chapter

j
/ Sr. Marie- 

' Hélène Roy

LIVENING
THE HOPE OF THE GOSPEL

By Marie-Hélène Roy, M.I.C.

The General Chapter of our Institute, held in Montreal in August 1994, was attended by 
delegates of the 15 countries where we serve.

This M.I.C. international meeting focused on the theme, "In a Long Magnificat, Choosing 
our Future Together". Sister Marie-Hélène Roy, a delegate, presents the most important 

decisions of the Chapter: the major orientation, the priorities and the mission statements 
which are the bases of apostolic solidarity and a source of unity throughout the Institute. 
Recognizing the richness of our spirituality of thanksgiving, we welcome the challenge of 

sharing it with others, with the audacity of Christian hope.

A s consecrated religious, we still have our 
place today in the Church and in society. 
As Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate 
Conception, "we find today a new con­

sciousness of the cosmos, calling for new 
space on the frontier and new prophetic op­
tions."(1) As religious of apostolic life, the 
Lord invites us to embody both reality and 
the Gospel, inviting our world to become 
more and more conscious of the Christian 
hope it contains.

At the Heart of the World
AND OF THE CHURCH

Ever since the foundation of the Institute 
in 1902 and since the Second Vatican Coun­
cil, we have constantly been "on the alert" 
to discern the signs of the times and the calls 
of our world and of the Church, in order to 
offer, along with our very selves, a meaning­
ful and hope-filled response... in those places

where we have commitments. Since 1991, we 
went to work once again throughout the 
Institute, this time by means of two major 
projects which received special confirmation 
at our General Chapter in August 1994.

These two projects, which are now at the 
stage of implementation in every country 
where we work, are:
- to develop and implement a Pastoral 

Plan for now and for the future. We were 
asked to "Choose our Future Together" 
and to keep a listening ear for the Spirit in 
this "Kairos" moment, a moment of grace 
for us, in order to reaffirm our relevance 
at this time of the history of the peoples 
with whom we work.

- to prepare a Pedagogical Guide that 
would enable us to deepen and transmit
a Marian and missionary Spirituality of 
Thanksgiving.
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What a wealth of hope to be 
shared with the People of God and 
with all peoples! This spirituality 
makes us aware of the action of God 
in today's world and it transforms us 
to such an extent that we cannot but 
commit ourselves that others may 
participate in the Hope of the Gospel.

Our Unique Contribution
The Synod on the Consecrated 

Life held in Rome in the fall of 1994 
will help us to continue our reflec­
tion in view of an increasingly mean­
ingful commitment, one that is preg­
nant with hope. What is required of 
us, now as at the time of Mother 
Tétreault, is a solidly established 
identity, audacity and creativity. We 
are called as consecrated women to 
come together into one body and to 
stand "on the frontier" in order to 
discover the new paradigms of the 
world, of the Church and of the reli­
gious life. We are called to commit 
ourselves with the same fervour as 
those who came before us. Of course 
our life involves risk, it involves the 
unknown. But what challenges lie 
before us! What possibilities are open 
to us to turn to good account for 
people of various nations the 
gratuitousness of the faith we ^ 
received, the gratuitousness of 
the Gospel and of hope and ^ 
love. All this being done with % 
competence and especially, Æ 
with respect for the cultures in 
which we work.

Yes, we love our world, our 
Church and our planet... They 
are sacred places where we see 
the presence of the Lord. And 
we want to make our unique 
contribution, through what we 
are, in Marian and missionary 
Thanksgiving.

Walking in the footsteps of 
Jesus Christ, we want to pro­
vide a deeper consciousness - 
one that is also more adjusted 
to reality - of the mystery of 
Life and Love which throbs in 
our world, in our Church and 
on our planet.

We want to bear witness to 
the Gospel until all creation is

transformed into the fullness of life 
in Christ: To be in the Church and 
in the world a perpetual Thanks­
giving, in our own name and in 
that of all our sisters and brothers.

Areas of Commitment
Internationality, which is particu­

lar to us, also brings changes in the 
way we participate in the building 
of God's Kingdom today and in the 
future. We also see M.I.C. Sisters to­
day in various continents, in the area 
of international and national com­
munications as well as in the fields 
of education and health care, with 
the immigrants and the refugees. Our 
multicultural reality, as well as that 
of the cultures acquired by many of 
us through experience, is totally rel­
evant in this respect.

There is ample space in our world 
for us to be with those who are in 
search of meaning, or involved in the 
defense of human rights, especially 
the rights of women and of ethnic mi­
norities. We have our place in the pro­
motion of justice and peace. Our spir­
ituality of Thanksgiving makes it 
almost natural for us to be respectful

of and committed to nature and ecol­
ogy. Youth is also one of our preferred 
areas of commitment. Is it not the 
hope of the future?

A Hope-filled Response
Our response to today's needs are 

expressed in our Statements of Mis­
sion and Commitments. Together, in 
an earnest search for God's will for us 
today and tomorrow, we have gone 
through a discernment process on 
the needs and the cries of our world 
and on the ways we should respond 
to them communally within the 
Church. Each of the "Provinces" of 
the countries where we work has de­
clared its own "Mission Statement" 
derived from this awareness, as well 
as the Commitments that will actu­
alize this Statement. It is our partic­
ular way of taking up the challenge 
to bring to our world the audacity of 
Christian hope. Thanks to the Holy 
Spirit, these "Mission Statements" 
are a source of vitality and a breath 
of hope in our journey towards the 
third millennium.

(1) Quoted by Sister Helen Lombard, S.G.S., 
1992, Donum Dei #34, p.92

M.I.C Sisters chosen during the Chapter for leadership roles at the level of the Institute:
(Top row): Sr. Evangeline Plamondon, Superior General; Sr. Sylvia Dupuis, Vicar General;
Sr. Maria Vie Chua, Assistant General; (2nd row): Sr. France Royer-Martel, Assistant General; 
Sr. Mésina Paulémon, Assistant General; Sr. Gisèle Leduc, Bursar General; Sr. Thérèse Lavoie, 
Secretary General



LTUTE OF THE MISSIONARY SI
Major Orientation 1994-2000: moved by the spirituality of thanksgiving,

TO RENEW THE DYNAMISM OF OUR COMMITMENT 
AS CONSECRATED WOMEN FOR THE MISSION
in the Church and the world of today.

to a spirit °f thanksgivino in th.
°f Mary, and in faithfulness to o. manner
miss,on’ this is how we statp COmm0n 
• Together to ha °Ur m,ss,on:

an<i the cries of ouTp^al'l ^0'" of Cod 
cultural society jn nrrfoP , a ,stlc and multi- I
witl> the missiona™ !0 bettercooperate
^ ano^par^rr0”1
mission. H ln the ad extra

Province of the Immaculate Conception

NADA

Engaged in the common mission of the 
Institute and giving importance to partnership 
with the laity at the heart of a pluralistic and mul­
ticultural society and of a Church called to a new 
evangelization, we declare that our mission today 
is:
• To live to the end of our days our religious con­

secration for the work of evangelization and 
missionary animation with the dynamism of 
thanksgiving in a Marian way.

Province of Our Lady of the Missions

society*
, proclaim the Good News through evange-

liZati0n: ♦„ ,aith of a de-christianited
. Re-awaken the faith ot 

and materialistic society.
Vancouver. British CocuMBis

MISSION STATEMENTS:

ALAWI -ZAMBIA

In a Spirit of Thanksgiving and in fidelity to our founding 
charism we declare that our mission is:
• To be entirely focused on witnessing and proclaiming 

Christ to those who do not know Him and collaborating 
in the growth and maturation of our local Churches so 
that they become truly African and truly open to the uni­
versality of the Church.

Province of Our Lady of Africa

jo0V».CHITE-I’EKÜ

rharisn
^OLIVIA- harismofoUr

f Christ ^
ïaithfUl DéUa^reaV. our mission*;

Foundress, DeU .ng t0 comm' Amer\ca m
' °dau9hter5 ^

^eHis9’^'8 province of Our Gaov of Peace

' Cf.SaRtoDomMo.T*^auVt.Sept. 
z. cf. letters of ueu

A4th,

ITI

As witnesses of God’s gratuitousness and hope, in a spirit 
of thanksgiving, with Mary, we want to:
• Make Jesus Christ known and loved by the non-Christians 

and the non-evangelized of our country, where the 
oppressed seek to be liberated;

• Participate in the missionary activity of the Church 
according to the vision of the New Evangelization within 
and outside our country.

Province of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
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WG KONG
We declare that:

* In this time of fear ana 
society, we shall participateTSf*1'in °Ur 
lz,n9 mission of the local n, evan9e"

non-Christians and Christians UrCh am0n9

Province Mary of the Hocy Spirit

....

^APAN

Firmly rooted in our creed, we declare our mis­
sion as follows:
• With Mary, in a spirit of thanksgiving sensitive 

to discovering the evangelical values which are 
present among people, to work as Church for 
the Evangelization of the Japanese culture and 
society by proclaiming the Good News of 
Salvation to those who do not know Jesus 
Christ and through missionary animation of the 
Christians.

Province of St. Francis-Xavier

ill

Jlilfilll 
Si if

r

jmmersedinapredo^^S',
ulation yearning for th J 1 „ poverty
yet living ,eSmtrginaiized cultural
divisive to"*1 e d of Filipino workers.

To evangeliie the^anj, jn a spirit of
re-evangetae t c are sent.
Thanksgiving, wherever

St. Joseph Province

l&AGASCAR

in the midst of a people thirsting for truth, 
justice, freedom and democracy in an 
authentic fihavanana (road to communion), 
we declare that our mission in the Church is:
• in thanksgiving, with Mary, to make known 

Jesus Christ who liberates and to develop 
missionary dynamism.

Délia-Tétreault Province

rlc^'ct^eTcuirucaX^u0"/ ^ aware

:aP'dly changing society w„ ^ °f TaiWans
Evangelizing activity of ouMocal ChartRCipate in the
fully declare that our mission iS: hUrCh- Thus' we joy- 

wh°Pd0onTt know nTm ‘ ^ '"'S Good News t0 those 
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We declare that our mission today is:
To recognize and reveal the grace of God present 
in the world, so that our people may be reborn 
in the gratuitous love of the Father, participate 
in the Church’s Mission and that, together, we 
may celebrate the feast of universal fraternity.

Region of Our Lady of Charity

Chapter Acts - M.I.C. General Chapter 1994



AMADA COLLOQUIUM

The Associates of religious communities of the 
Archdiocese of Montreal held a colloquium last 

"X November at St. Joseph's Orator/. The goal 
of this colloquium was "to live and get 

others to live an experience of Church". 
nfru It was a joy for these religious 

r--—\ communities to celebrate together with 
their Associates - men and women, 
single or married, eager to belong in 
order to participate. The Associates, 
on their part, shared how they felt in 
harmony of ideals with one particular 

religious family because of its charism 
and spirituality. Sr. Léonie Therrien 

presents the highlights of this event and a 
few Associates of our Community (ASMIC) 

share their personal motivations and aspirations.

By Léonie Therrien, M.I.C.

ike a star rising in the East, some six hun­
dred Associates of 35 religious communities 
of the Archdiocese of Montreal rose up, the 
1st weekend of November, and went to St. 

Joseph's Oratory to live and get others to live 
an experience of Church. "Living Witnesses of 
our Roots" was the main theme of this great 
gathering, which was the culmination of a 
whole year of intense preparation. Thanks to 
Sr. Jeannine Bussières, S.P., initiator of the pro­
ject, the committees went to work to prepare 
the upcoming event through the study of 
three documents: To Know our Roots, To Ac­
tualize our Roots, and To Vitalize our Roots. 
The weekend opened on the 4th of November 
with an evening of prayer organized by the As­
sociates of the "Recluses Missionnaires Con­
templatives"; this headed the Colloquium to­
ward a successful completion.

Historical Background 
of Religious Communities

In an effort to live and get others to live an 
experience of Church, some time was spent 
identifying throughout the centuries the dif­
ferent religious communities founded under 
the inspiration and by the strength of the 
Spirit to respond to the needs of the times:

health care, education, social works, promo­
tion of women, missionary outreach... 
Fr. Pierre Francoeur, C.S.V., placed his listeners 
in the proper context by painting a picture of 
each of the centuries in question.

What would society have been like over the 
centuries had not lay people moved into ac­
tion in response to the cry of the little ones, 
of the poor and of the sick, to organize and 
ensure life?... Gradually, these groups of lay 
people were transformed into religious com­
munities recognized by the Church. Those 
same religious communities were now happy 
to celebrate, during this weekend, the faith­
fulness of the Holy Spirit to the Church of Je- 
sus Christ in their Associates, men and 
women, single or married, who came to knock 
on their doors requesting to belong in order to 
participate, as they felt in harmony of ideals 
with one particular religious family because of 
its charism and spirituality.

Being an Associate of a Community:
A Call and a Mission

Fr. Gaston Pinard, C.S.V., defined most ap­
propriately during this Colloquium what an 
Associate is..
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• An Associate is a companion (cum panis = with... bread) 
who breaks with others the bread of friendship after 
making it together with them. The Associates hold the 
Congregation in their hearts and the Congregation 
holds them in its heart.

• To be an Associate is to join with ^another in commu­
nion, like a small section of an orange... It is to enter 
into a movement and into a state of unanimity. It is 
something of the order of physical and spiritual being.

• The Associate participates, so to speak, in the origins of 
the Congregation, in its history, destiny and mission, 
in its prophetic character, in its authority and charism, 
in its joys, longings and projects.

Finally, Fr. Pinard defined what an Associate essentially 
is:

• An Associate is a lay person who belongs to and partic­
ipates in the Church and the Congregation by the seal 
of his or her Baptism and by a promise, and who an­
swers the loving call of Christ in the world of today in 
a spirit of evangelization, inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
Such an Association is a new project for the religious 
life. For the Church of His Son, God the Father opens 
the religious life in a new way to the world. The 
Church enters into a new season of the religious life, 
a new springtime, a new Pentecost, a new Pasch. By di­
vine calling, the Associates enter into the Church and 
become this Church of 
God. They owe it to 
themselves to respect 
and even enter into the 
charism of the founder 
or foundress and into 
that of the missionary 
action of the Church.

Sharing of Experiences 
and Ideas for the Future

Another important stage 
of this Colloquium was the 
grouping of Associates, first 
in inter-community, and 
then in single community 
groups. What richness there 
was in this sharing of expe­
riences on one hand, and 
on the other hand, in this
coming to awareness: the richness of entering into the 
charism, spirituality and common mission of an Institute 
or Congregation and of working out projects and new 
ideas for the future. There was a marvellous awakening 
and collaboration, which had to be recorded in the Acts 
of the Colloquium, for this meeting must not remain 
fruitless.

The offering of the Acts of the Colloquium during the 
closing Eucharist celebrated by Bishop Jude St-Antoine 
and, at the end of the Mass, the sending of the Associates 
to our world in need of evangelization, were two power­
ful signs that, together, they had just lived and got others

to live an experience of Church. The goal of the Colloquium 
had been fully reached!

Among those persons invited to give a witness during 
the Eucharist, Mr. Vincent Lacroix, an Associate of our 
Community (ASMIC), found the right words to express the 
dynamism which motivates him:

'Give me a foothold and I will lift the world', said Charles 
de Foucault. Nothing equals the strength that comes from 
an 'Association' such as the one I know with the Mission­
ary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception, whose spiritual­
ity is one of thanksgiving with missionary and Marian 
colours according to the spirit of DéliaTétreault, foundress 
of the Institute. For us who live by this spirituality,... for 
me,... it is a support of primary importance today.

What do I get out of it?... The meetings we have at reg­
ular intervals encourage us to learn about Jesus and Mary 
and to make them known, and to recognize their benefi­
cial action and presence in our lives. They enable us to do 
what we call the "consciousness examen" in order to dis­
cover the grace of God in action in our lives and to give 
Him thanks.

What have I gained from it?... I got to know Délia 
Tétreault, a woman, born in Marieville, Quebec, who led 
the Church of Canada into maturity by founding, in 1902, 
the first missionary community of Canadian origin and by 
requesting of the Canadian Bishops of the time, the foun­

dation of the 'Société des Missions Étrangères', 
which came into existence in 1921.1 am in awe 
at the sight of how the Holy Spirit worked in 
this woman, and through her all across the 
world. We know that at the time of the foun­
dation, in the early years of this century, this In­
stitute was given the entire world as its field of 
apostolate. I am inspired by her audacity, her 
faith and her courage which, at the turn of the 
century, sent hundreds of missionaries to

The ASMICs share in the M./.C. 
spirituality of thanksgiving. Sr. 
Léonie Therrien (3rd left), Mr. 
Vincent Lacroix (1st left)

Together with their animators, young Associates (JASMIC) 
returning from Bolivia joyfully recall their missionary experience. 
Sr. Gaëtane Perron, M.I.C. (standing at right) - Coordinator of 
ASMIC and JASMIC in Canada.
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For these JASMICs of 
Peru, being 
Associates is a call 
and a mission.

Louise and Robert ?
Gauthier are happy 

and grateful to 
participate in the 

M.I.C. charism 
and mission.

far-away China for life. Let us recall what the means of 
communication were in those days... I always admire and 
am nourished by her writings - her numerous writings 
which are always an evangelical source from which we can 
draw during our meetings.

Such wonderment leads me to action. Today, I and other 
lay people become aware of the urgency and importance 
of being missionaries in our respective milieus by living a 
Christian life that raises questions around us. This gives us 
opportunities to share our faith and to question others. I 
think that as Associates of a missionary community we 
have a very specific mission. We must transmit the heritage 
of faith... as we received it. (...)"

When asked to put into words the spiritual experience 
they had lived that weekend, Robert and Louise Gauthier, 
ASMIC Associates for 11 years, put it in these terms:

Robert - I realized that it was not by chance that I was 
journeying with the M.I.C. Yes, after hearing about the var­
ious charisms, I really understood that my place is with 
you, M.I.C. Sisters. "To work for God's sacred interests, to 
give thanks for His blessings, and to do so for myself and 
for the whole world" is something which speaks to me, en­
livens me and makes my life meaningful. When some of 
the participants presented their projects for the future to 
the assembly, this gave other Associates new ideas and 
helped them to find projects that are related to the charism 
of the Congregation with which they are associated.

Louise -1 would like to thank the Missionary Sisters of the 
Immaculate Conception for allowing Robert and me to 
share in the spirituality of Mother Délia, and by this very 
fact, to have a common challenge and mission, that of
24

"Proclaiming the Good News of Salvation in Jesus Christ 
to those who do not know it". The definition of what is 
an Associate given by Fr. Pinard enlightened me; through 
the bond of my belonging to the community and partic­
ipating in it, I become in some way a part of the commu­
nity. I must therefore respect the charism of the Foundress 
and her missionary action just as an M.I.C. does. Thus my 
"life should be a perpetual hymn of thanksgiving" as 
Mother Délia requires. And I must follow her in her 
Marian spirituality of missionary thanksgiving.

During the Colloquium, we attended an exposé on the 
origins of the religious communities; this enabled us to 
know the charism of each one. I was very surprised when 
I realized that a multitude of social needs were filled by the 
fields of activity of each of the communities. We took part 
in a workshop on vitalizing our roots: M.I.C. and ASMIC. 
Here are the new ideas our group came up with:
• To proclaim Jesus Christ to those who do not know Him
• to create links in writing between ASMICs of different 

countries*
• to be partners in a more immediate way in two M.I.C. 

projects: the M.I.C. Missionary Press and ALPA (Wel­
coming and contacts for newly arrived people).

At the end of the Colloquium, all participants were in­
vited to make their comments and to present the new pro­
jects that had been initiated during the Colloquium. A 
young 30- year- old woman shared how hopeful the gath­
ering had made her feel for the future of her peers as Chris­
tians: highly educated people in quest of a spiritual life. 
The Colloquium made me discover that there is a multi­
tude of Associates in the Archdiocese of Montreal, which 
represents a great human resource in our society. These As­
sociates are prepared to invest in the Church of Montreal 
in order to spread Joy, Love and Hope among the poor, the 
destitute, the marginalized and all those in need. □

* The M.I.C. Institute has more than 200 adult Associates (ASMIC) and 17 
young Associates(JASMIC). More than a hundred others are in the prepara­
tory stage. We have Associates in Quebec, Madagascar, Haiti, Taiwan, Cuba, 
Peru, Bolivia and Chile. (Statistics, General Chapter 1994)

In Canada, a good number of ASMIC members are from the Philippines. 
With them is their animator, Sr. Madeleine Delorme, M.I.C. (center).
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Mr. Roger Laroque, brother of Sr. Anne- 
Marie (Pont-Viau), gladly welcomes 
Sr. Jeanne Pelletier on her regular visit.

Sr. Jeanne 
shares sewing 

tips with a 
Peruvian friend.

Canada

Volunteer Work Knows No Age!

After thirty-six years of missionary work in other 
countries - eleven years in Cuba, twenty years in 

Guatemala and five years in Peru - Sr. Jeanne 
Pelletier, M.I.C., still tries to put her talents and 

time at the service of people in her own homeland.

Having returned to Quebec in 1989, she serves 
wherever the need is most felt. Her collaboration 
is greatly appreciated in the Department of Geron­
tology at Christ the King Hospital when there are so­
cial activities for the elderly patients and at Courchesne 
Hospital where she accompanies the sick from one hos­
pital to the other for their medical check-up and labo­
ratory tests. Besides bringing the Holy Eucharist to the 
sick in their homes and visiting people who are alone, 
her knowledge of Spanish helps out of awkward situ­
ations more than one newly arrived person in the coun­
try. Indeed, Sister Jeanne hopes to pursue the mission 
joyfully "till the end of her days"!

Sr. Evelyn O'Neill, M.I.C.

flloutilvU&li
and CrJcce/witL

Haiti

Back in Haiti

In December 1994, Rachel Traversy, an M.I.C. 
Associate (ASMIC), left once again for Haiti.

Before her departure, she expressed her 
motivations and best wishes to her family 

and friends.

Why do I go back? SomeOne called me 
and I responded. Not by chance though. I 
know and I understand. The signs are clear 
and I allow myself to be carried by the breath 
of the Holy Spirit. I respond with a joyful and 
sincere YES! I go... following God's will.

Rachel Traversy, 
ASMIC

"At your age?", I am asked. Does one grow old in 
time? After 65, does the heart muscle weaken? Mine 
has the momentum to go towards... Haiti! Don't worry,
I have a recharger with me and that's allowed. I set 
time aside every day to be with the Lord and I let Him 
take charge. Hasn't Jesus Himself said: "I have come 
to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were al­
ready ablaze!" Lk 12,49. But this is not the fire used to 
light my cigarette; it is the Holy Spirit's flame enabling 
me to see others in the light of Jesus and to spread 
His warmth more effectively.

I ask you to kindly remember me in your prayers. 
This will be a sweet blessing to share with my 

adopted sisters and brothers. Together, we will 
work at the harvest. What a grace! The 

months spent in prayer at the school of Our 
Blessed Mother give me wings. Remember 
that I will be with you in spirit. I place my 
wishes for each one of you before Jesus 
and ask Mother Mary to bless you abun­
dantly, according to your needs. My 
prayerful wishes will be wrapped in mem­

ories and trimmed with affection. Thanks to 
each and everyone for your fraternal sup­

port. If I could name all the blessings I have 
received, the list would be endless! Thanks, 
with all my heart! □

Rachel Traversy
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ITES OF PASSAGE
By Jeannine Forcier, M.I.C.

The Church continually looks for ways to inculturate the faith by taking into account the 
customs and traditions of peoples. In Africa, there are particular rites that mark a person's 

passage from one phase of life to another. For us M./.C.s, internationality and 
inculturation are integral aspects of the challenges and graces of our religious missionary 
life, which we want to nourish and cultivate. Sr. Jeannine Forcier describes the meaningful 

celebrations marking the entrance of our African aspirants to the postulancy and
of the postulants to the novitiate.

Entrance Rite to the Postulancy
n African rite of passage was adapted to 
our Celebration of the Word for the en­
trance of three aspirants to the Postulate. 
Midway into the chapel, a line of demar­

cation was drawn on the floor with white 
maize flour, a basic necessity in this part of 
Africa. The aspirants, standing on the far side 
of the line, were asked what they were seek­
ing. They replied that they were seeking en­
trance into the adult world. Having been 
granted permission by the Provincial Supe­
rior with the words: "Come, and see", the 
three laid down at their feet the symbols of 
childhood which they were carrying and 
crossed over the demarcation line.

After a short dialogue between the Provin­
cial Superior and the aspirants concerning 
the step to be taken, the latter received the 
medal of the Blessed Virgin Mary, symbol of 
the stage of formation they were about to be­
gin. Together, the aspirants offered a prayer 
of consecration and then signed the 'ad hoc' 
register, confirming their entrance. All the 
Sisters present warmly welcomed the three 
new postulants, Agnes Mutemba, Cecilia 
Mzumara and Ruth Nyalaze.

Mrs. Elizabeth Mzumara, mother of Ce­
cilia, one of the new postulants, then pro­
ceeded with the rite of passage in her role of 
counsellor and parent. She held in her hands 
symbols appropriate to this step: a mtiko 
(wooden spatula used to stir the maize meal

At Mzimba, Malawi, Srs. Suzanne 
Leclair and Jeannine Forcier 
warmly welcome the aspirants 
Cecilia, Agnes and Ruth.

The entrance to the postulancy 
incorporates elements of an African rite 

of passage - The three aspirants and Mrs. 
Mzumara, representing the parents.

In Chipata, Zambia, a twofold 
celebration: the entrance of Charity 
Zimba and Victoria Mwansa to the 

novitiate and the silver jubilee of Sr. Lise 
Lamarche. Together, they offer clay pots 

- symbols of their life - to the Lord.



when it is being cooked) and a likezo 
(wooden spoon the size of a saucer 
used to share the thick porrige or 
sima). After recalling the material use 
of these utensils, Mrs. Mzumara gave 
a Christian spiritual interpretation of 
the use of these same utensils applied 
to the life of the young women jour­
neying toward religious life.

She explained that they were 
symbols of service - that of prepar­
ing spiritual food for those who 
hunger for God and used to share 
this food with the orphan, the poor, 
the wealthy, the labourers, the pro­
fessionals, the young and the el­
derly. She mentioned Gospel values 
and attitudes needed to pursue the 
journey of religious life. After ex­
pressing her wishes to the postu­
lants, she asked God to bless them, 
and Mary, our Blessed Mother, to ac­
company them. She then told the 
Sisters that she was commending 
these young women into our hands 
to assist them as they journeyed in 
the way of discernment so as to bet­
ter know and accomplish God's will.

Entrance Rite to the Novitiate

During the Celebration of the 
Word where the theme was "The 
Potter", an African rite of passage 
was introduced to mark the en­
trance to the Novitiate of our two

postulants, Charity Zimba and Vic­
toria Mwansa. Students of the 
Homecraft and Leadership Centre 
led the procession into the chapel 
singing the hymn, 'You Are Cho­
sen,' and dancing to the rhythm of 
drums and visekesi (reed and grain 
instruments). The postulants fol­
lowed, each carrying an unbaked 
clay pot. With them was Sr. Lise 
Lamarche, who was celebrating her 
silver jubilee. She carried an 
earthen pot already baked and well 
decorated.

Sr. Suzanne Leclair, Provincial Su­
perior, asked them what they were 
seeking and each one answered. The 
postulants showed their unbaked 
clay pots, explaining that they 
needed moulding and fashioning in 
order to become more Christlike, 
more according to the image of God 
and capable of doing His will. Sister 
Lise showed her decorated pot ex­
plaining how God had worked in 
her in the past 25 years and how she 
greatly desired that He continue 
beautifying her according to His will 
and dream for her. The three then 
handed over their pots to Sister 
Suzanne who laid them at the foot 
of the altar.

The postulants then sat on a reed 
mat. Mr. and Mrs. Phiri, a Zambian 

couple from 
Chipata dedi­
cated to the 
Family Life 
Movement in 
the Diocese, 
represented 
the parents of 
the candidates 
for the Noviti­
ate. They came 
forward carry- 
ing a small 
charcoal bur­
ner containing 
red hot em­
bers. They took 
their places 
near the postu­
lants.

Mrs. Phiri 
explained to

Sr. Emeldah Katongo, M.I.C. and the postulants 
express their joy for the gift of vocation.
A sign of hope for the African Church!

them the properties of fire in the 
baking of clay pots. She told them 
that God uses people and events to 
help Him fashion pots and vases. 
The firing of the pots is also done 
through the intermediary of people 
and events. So it is with us in our 
lives. Everything contributes to the 
solidifying and beautifying of a per­
son, even suffering, hardships, trials 
and challenges if that person allows 
herself to be moulded and fired. It is 
a long process and the Novitiate 
years are a good initiation. She ad­
vised the novices to surrender them­
selves entirely to God, the Divine 
Potter. She encouraged them to be 
open and flexible in the hands of 
Sister Yolanda Oducado, M.I.C., 
Directress of the Novitiate,who 
would accompany and guide them 
along the way.

Mr. Phiri shared glimpses of their 
journey as a couple, stressing par­
ticularly the values of openness, 
trust, dialogue, forgiveness and rec­
onciliation. He then made a paral­
lel with the journey Charity and 
Victoria were about to undertake 
and their need for these same val­
ues. He informed Sister Yolanda 
about certain African cultural traits 
so that as their spiritual mother, she 
might understand the African 
novices and guide them with justice 
and compassion.

Charity and Victoria left the 
chapel and came back wearing the 
novices' dress. Each answered the 
questions put to them by the 
Provincial Superior and proceeded 
to read their Act of Consecration. 
They received a wooden Cross, sym­
bol of Christ's love for them and of 
their acceptance of the cross in their 
lives; a chain and medal of the Im­
maculate Conception, symbol of 
their belonging to the M.I.C. Insti­
tute, and a white veil, symbol of 
their entrance into religious life.

All the Sisters welcomed the new 
novices. The Celebration of the 
Word continued with hymns, Scrip­
ture readings and intercessory 
prayers. A vibrant Magnificat con­
cluded this memorable event! □
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M.I.C.S INFORMATION:

POSTULANTS

NOVICES

SCOLASTICS

COUNTRY

CANADA 2
CUBA 3 4 2
HONG KONG 1
TAIWAN 2
PHILIPPINES 7 3
HAITI 6 3 5
BOLIVIA 2 1
CHILE 3
PERU 1 3 2
MALAWI 3
ZAMBIA 2 2
MADAGASCAR 7 3 3
TOTAL: 33 21 16

M.I.C. statistics December 1994

§><......... .......................
“/Missionaries with us

ines

Today, there 
are M.I.C. 
Sisters from 17 
countries, living 
the mission in 
15 different 

countries. - 
Sr. Atsuko 
Sagara, M.I.C. 
from Japan 
works in the 
Philippines.

Photo: M.I.C,, Philip

T. lortie, M.l-C

1#

Before making 
their final 

commitment, 
M.I.C.s from 

different 
countries spend 

a year of 
formation at the 

International 
Scholasticate in 

Longueuil, 
Quebec.

YOUR DEPARTURE GIFTS 

HELP
OUR MISSIONARIES

Enclosed the amount of $___________

Name:.............................................................

Address:........................................... Apt.:

j Postal Code: ....................................................

i Telephone: ( ).............................................

j Do YOU WANT A TAX RECEIPT?
j YES □ NO □
! Address to:

Mission Procure 
Missionary Sisters of the 
Immaculate Conception 
121, Maplewood Avenue , 

i Outremont, Quebec Canada 
H2V 2M2

Telephone: (514) 274-5691
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SOLIDARITY

M.I.C. personnel 
come from places 

where the 
missionaries have 

sown seeds - 
Sr. Emmanuela 

Vincent from Haiti 
shares tender 
moments with 

Srs. Marie-Paule 
Blanchet and 

Helene De Serres 
in Pont Viau.

Photo: M.-P. Sonfacon. M.I.C.

1995 MISSIONARY INTENTIONS
MARCH

God of life, may the young Churches of Africa grow ever more alive in 
their faith and missionary zeal.

APRIL
Lord jesus, in this Year of Tolerance proclaimed by the United Nations, 
may your Spirit deepen in the Churches and in society the respect of 

beliefs and convictions.
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w e’re at the age of high technology and Responding to the mini-quiz and contest
ultramodern means of communication. question below is a way to interAct with us 
But how about joining in this simple at MIC MISSION NEWS!
“interActivity”!

Match each 
definition in A with the 

corresponding word in 3:

A.

Aseembiy of prleete convened by the 
bishop to deliberate on matters 
pertaining to the diocese or the 
universal Church - gathering in Rome 
around a theme of current interest, for 
a certain number of bishops convened 
by the Pope. Competent people, men 
and women, are also invited. T

3.

a) Colloquium
b) Synod
c) Council
d) Association
e) Chapter

2. Assembly of religious - men and women - or canons to 
deliberate on matters concerning their community.

3. Assembly of bishops and theologians convened by the Pope 
to take a stand on dogmatic, moral or disciplinary 
questions.

4. Organized debate organized with a number of participants 
smaller than for a congress.

5. Group of people united in view of a determined goal
Responses on page 31

Contest:
WHAT DO THE 

INITIALS ASMIC 
STAND FOR?

SEND
THE ANSWER TO THIS 

QUESTION BEFORE 
APRIL 26.1995:

PRIZES
Name:

Address

Postal Code:

To:
Interaction Contest 
Mic Mission News 
P 0. Sox 157
Laval-des-Rapides Branch 
Laval, Quebec
H7N 4Z4

Raffle: May Tt 1995- 2 winners
Names will appear in the May-June 1995 issue.

• Book on Délia Tétreault or ‘Comic strips’ 
(for children ) on Délia Tétreault

• Stationery, bookmarks or greeting cards

WITH SAYINGS OF DÉLIA TÉTREAULT.
Compliments of the Office of the Cause of Délia-Tétreault.
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Sister Maria Vachon, M.LC. 
(Saint-Léonidas)
On this lovely feast of All 

Saints Day, when the Church 
celebrates the victory of God's 

elect, our dear Sister Maria quietly left us to join 
the multitude of our brothers and sisters who, like 
her, have proclaimed Jesus Christ along their life's 
journey. Characterized by a deep spirit of faith cou­
pled with a strong will, Sister Maria overcame the 
trials along her way by surrendering silently to the 
will of God to whom she had dedicated her whole 
life.

Born in Saint-Joseph de Beauce, on January 18, 
1915, she studied with the Sisters of Charity of 
Quebec. She taught for a few years and joined our 
Institute on August 8, 1938. For 15 years, she 
worked at the Office of the Pontifical Missionary 
Works for Children in Quebec and Montreal, giv­
ing herself totally to the task in a fully apostolic 
spirit. In 1968 she was called to collaborate at the 
General Secretariat, this time in the field of statis­
tics. In 1980, besides giving language courses to 
immigrants in Quebec, she did the accounting at 
our M.I.C. Center and at the Chinese Mission. She 
also devoted some of her time to a few handi­
capped people.

Sister Maria spent her whole missionary life in 
Canada, and during a good part of it, was confined 
behind a desk. It was hard for her to give up her 
dream of bringing the Gospel to far-away mis­
sions. Year after year she convinced herself that 
one can be a missionary everywhere by being 
faithful to God's Will. Gifted with a strong per­
sonality, a sensitivity filled with gentleness and an 
attentive and generous charity, she served with joy 
and availability the cause of the missionary 
Church. A strong Marian devotion, permeated with 
simplicity and trust, sustained her in her faith. Her 
rosary was always close at hand! She died at the 
M.I.C. residence in Verchères, on November 1, 
1994 at the age of 79 having lived 56 years in 
religious life.
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Sister Berthe Désaulniers, M.LC. 
(Marie-Louise-de-Jésus)
Sister Berthe's life, which spans al­

most the whole of the 20th century, 
was made up of joys and trials, fidelity 

and courage, through periods of darkness and light. Born 
in Shawinigan Falls on April 9, 1906, she studied with the 
Sisters of Providence in St. Ursule and obtained her teach­
ing certificate from the Ursulines of Trois-Rivières. Feeling 
called to far-away missions and desiring to dedicate her 
life to the evangelization of non-Christians, she joined our 
Institute on August 2, 1924. However, as stated in the 
Scriptures, "God's ways are not always our ways..." Sis­
ter Berthe's whole missionary life would be spent within 
the limits of Quebec and divided into two long periods: 
twenty years of "public life", followed by half a century 
of "hidden life"...

From 1927 to 1947, Sister Berthe visited towns and vil­
lages of our beautiful Province to make young students 
aware of the Pontifical Works of the Holy Childhood and 
Propagation of the Faith. Her warm and convincing words 
touched the hearts of her young listeners and disposed 
them to fraternal sharing. Families were also the object of 
her apostolic zeal. Promoting our publication, 
LE PRECURSEUR, she visited thousands of homes to so­
licit subscriptions and to arouse interest in our missions 
of the Far-East which were then in full expansion. Having 
accomplished this mission, she was called upon for vari­
ous internal services at the Mother House and in our 
houses of Joliette, Trois-Rivières, Quebec and Pont-Viau: 
care of the sick, closed retreats, library work. Being of a 
generous nature, Sister Berthe gave herself unsparingly 
everywhere!

A woman of great faith, strongly attached to tradition, 
wishing to do God's will, grateful for the least blessing 
from God and the least attention received from her com­
panions, she loved to repeat on all occasions: "How good 
is the good Lord!..." To a companion who paid her a last 
visit the night she was called to her eternal reward, she 
said: "Thanksgiving is my vocation!" She died at Délia- 
Tétreault Pavilion in Pont-Viau on December 10, 1994, at 
the age of 88 after 70 years of religious life.

Cécile Legault, M.I.C., Necrologist



If you wish to contact us, 
here are a few addresses:

CANADA
The Generalate & Mission Procure
121 Maplewood Avenue 
Outremont, Qc Canada 
H2V2M2

Centre d'Animation Missionnaire
314, Chemin Côte Ste-Catherine 
Outremont, Qc Canada 
H2V 2B4

Office of the Cause of 
Délia-Tétreault
100 Place Juge Desnoyers 
Pont Viau, Laval, Qc, Canada 
H7G 1A4

AFRICA
Provincial House 
P.O. Box 47, Mzimba 
Malawi, Central Africa

CUBA
Calle 146, No 904 - Entre 9 y 11 
Mariano 16, Ciudad de la Habana 
Cuba, 12100

HAITI
Maison Provinciale (Delmas) 
C.P. 1085, Port-au-Prince 
Haïti, Les Antilles

HONG KONG
Provincial House 
Good Hope Convent 
381, Jat's Incline 
Kowloon, Hong Kong

JAPAN
Provincial House
8-13-16 Fukazawa, Setagaya Ku
Tokyo 158, Japan

On this Anniversary

nk you for
helping us to continue 
our mission work 
through the M.I.C. 

Missionary Press.
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Gift subscription for the 75™ Anniversary

NAME:

ADDRESS: APT.:

POSTAL CODE: TEL.:(__ )

OFFERED BY:

NAME:

ADDRESS: APT.:

POSTAL CODE: TEL.:( )

Prayer intentions:

MADAGASCAR
Maison Provinciale 
Lot 11-J-4 bis, Ivandry 
Antananarivo, Madagascar 101

PHILIPPINES
Provincial House
P.O. Box 468, 1502 Greenhills
Metro Manila, Philippines

SOUTH AMERICA
Casa Provincial 
Francisco de Orellana 338 
Lima 5
Perü, America del Sur

TAIWAN
Provincial House 
30, Lane 148,
Fu Hsing South Road, Section 2 
Taipei 106, Taiwan, R.O.C.

Please be reminded:
TWO MASSES ARE OFFERED EACH WEEK 

FOR YOUR INTENTIONS AND FOR THE DECEASED 
MEMBERS OF YOUR FAMILY.

□ $ 7 (1 year) □ $10 Support (1 year)
□ $14 (2 years) □ $15 Support (2 years)
□ $20 (3 years) □ $25 Support (3 years)
□ $15 USA & other Countries (1 year)

The subscription includes a calendar issue.

□ DONATION: ______________________
N.B. No tax receipts are issued for subscriptions. THANK YOU

Mic Mission News,
P.O. Box 157, Laval-des-Rapides Branch, Laval, P.Q. Canada H7N 4Z4

annivet5^

PRESSE MISSIONNAIRE M.I.C. 
1920-1 995

Receipt: Yes □ No □

Responses to InterAction: 1 b - 2e - 3c - 4o - 5d
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PUBLICATION OF
THE MISSIONARY SISTERS
OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
MAILING ADDRESS:
P.O. Box 157
Succ. Lavd-des-Rapides Branch 
Laval, P.Q., Car 
H7N 4Z4 siiifi

EXP 1995-11

LAVAL QC H7G 1A6
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The expiration date of your 
subscription appears above your 
address.
We wish to remind you ro renew 
your subscription two months 
before the expiration date.
Please write your subscription 
number on all correspondence.

Peru: At a retreat for young 
women from Huancayo, 

Pucallpa and Lima
ri»
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Looking toward the third millennium, we turn with special

affection to young people.
We hope that they will be firmly united to Jeouo Chriot with 

conviction and enthuoiaom, especially in the consecrated life. 
May they be able to bring the treasure of the Gospel 

courageously to tomorrows world.

To you, dear young people, who love to dream, we propose our 
own hope as the best of your dreams.

Bishops' Synod on
The Consecrated Life and its Role in the Church and in the World

Does the life of a religious or lay missionary interest you?
Do YOU WISH TO DISCERN THE LORD'S CALL WITHIN YOU?

Contact the Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception

Photo: J. Boily, M.I.C.


