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MMITTEP
Does being young 

mean waiting to get old?

Are adults genuinely 

concerned about us?

Can we actually make 

a difference in the world?

Is there a place for us 

in our Church and in society?

These questions, asked by young people 
from one generation to another, are still being 

asked by today's youth. Their generation is 
involved in a search for material necessities and 

even more, for a meaningful life and goals that will 
challenge their generosity. Come and see... Jesus 

extended this invitation when two followers of John the 
baptist askedJlirn, Master, where do you stay? This was 

also the Jioly father's invitation to the youth of the world at 
the 12th World youth (Ùay held in Taris last summer.

jls members of the Church, young people want to take part 
in, and share joint responsibility for bringing God's love to all 

peoples. They discover the Church in their families, in their parishes, 
in catecheses, in movements where there is an experience of prayer, 
solidarity and sharing. They recognize that parish activities, youth 

movements and mission projects provide a unique environment where 
they can experience community and its missionary dimension. Through 

their personal commitment, they become more aware of their responsibilities 
in the mission of the Church, particularly in witnessing to God's loving 

presence in the midst of their families, their own peers and the poor.

,01 these elements enliven the varied experiences of the young people whose 
sharings we are pleased to feature in this issue of our magazine. We feel privileged to 
receive and recount their reflections, especially as they seek to discover answers to their 

questions. Their involvement confirms the important place they occupy in our world 
today, a world marked by an ever intense solidarity and open fraternal sharing. We rejoice 
with these committed young people as they disclose to us, in simplicity and truth, the inner 

wealth and beauty of their hearts and spirits. JJstening intently to them, we can echo and 
make our very own the oft-repeated refrain that permeate their sharings: I had such a wonderful 

feeling... the feeling that I could change the world only by being ’there1! □

Ma.fr/lnthea ham, MIC.

:
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A new 
^ generation 

expresses the desire 
to meet Christ. Peru

Photo: J. Boily, M.I.C.

mmi

In the Church, the presence of young people is a great treasure and a source of vitality for the whole Christian community. 
At the World Youth Day (WYD) event held in Paris last August, young Catholics, representing their peers from 130 countries, 

gathered to strengthen their will to build a more caring world and a more peaceful future. This event marked a new step 
in the grand journey which John Paul II makes with young people for the past 12 years. At this vast gathering, the 
Pope addressed an ever renewed call to the youth, a call echoed by pastors and concerned adults the world over.

~£he Church is Counting on YOUth

D
ear young people, you have 

within yourselves the extraor­
dinary capacity of being gift, of giv­

ing love and of showing solidarity. 
The Lord wishes to strengthen this 
immense generosity which animates 
your hearts. I invite you to draw 
from the spring of life which is 
Christ, in order to discover, each 
day, ways of serving your brothers 
and sisters in the midst of the soci­
ety in which you must assume your

responsibilities as men and women 
and as believers. In the social, sci­
entific and technical fields, human­
ity needs you. Take care never to 
cease perfecting your professional 
skills, so as to fulfill your tasks with 
competence. At the same time, do 
not neglect to deepen your faith, in 
order to shed light upon every deci­
sion made in your personal life and 
in your collaboration for the good of 
your brothers and sisters.

Love and service make our lives 
meaningful and beautiful because we 
know why and to whom we are com­
mitted. By means of your apostolate 
you offer to your brothers and sisters 
the Gospel of Love. Wherever giving 
witness is difficult or impossible in a 
world which rejects it, you make Christ 
present by your attitude, because your 
actions are in harmony with the teach­
ing of the One whom you proclaim.

The Church believes in you and 
counts on you to be witnesses to the 
Risen Lord throughout your life. Look 
to Christ in order to accomplish the 
mission which the Lord entrusts to 
you in the world, either as committed 
lay persons or in the consecrated life. 
By reflecting on your daily lives and by 
sharing your experiences, you will feel 
the presence of God who gently ac­
companies you... Help one another to 
affirm your faith and to be the apos­
tles of the Year 2000, reminding the 
world that the Lord is inviting us to 
share in His joy and that true happi­
ness lies in giving oneself out of love 
for others! Play your part in the life of 
the Church which needs your youth 
and energy! □

fohn Paul II
Canada - Catechesis for children. Recognizing the youth as active subjects of 
evangelization



Place of Young People in Our Church

Youth Ministry - Cuba. These young people live 
their Christian commitment in society and 
participate in its renewal.

7!o enable our youth to take their 
place in the Church, many people 
have a key role to play: parents, edu­
cators, those responsible for Christian 
communities and movements.

In the Church, the place that we 
have the responsibility to offer to 
young people depends first of all on 
our attitude towards them and on 
the place we make for them in our 
hearts and minds. We often con­
sider the young in a negative 
way. We notice their absence at 
church, we are shocked by their 
culture, we are scandalized by 
their different behaviour. Not to 
mention that often, without try­
ing to find the causes of such situ­
ations, we quickly make generaliza­
tions and fail to appreciate the true 
worth of their qualities, their commit­
ments, their achievements.

If we make room for them in our

hearts, we will recognize their 
authenticity, their search for 
meaning which drives them on, 
their desire for peace which they 
nourish, their sense of compas­
sion and of solidarity which they 
cultivate, their concern for the 
environment which mobilizes 
them, the dynamism and cre­
ativity of which they are capable. 
They will take their place in so­
ciety and in the Church insofar 
as we go to meet them, insofar 
as we listen to them, insofar as 
we allow them to speak, insofar 
as we live in partnership with 
them, thereby recognizing them 
as active subjects of a social re­
newal and of evangelization.

The place of youth in the 
Church is built upon the places 
and networks they already oc­
cupy both on the social and ec- 
clesial levels. The attention we 
give them can help us discover 
that they already have their 
place in the Church in projects 
where they combine fraternity 
and commitment. A renewed 
youth ministry will allow them 
to attain a coherence that will 

blend their fraternity and commit­
ment to a faith that is proclaimed and 
celebrated.

From now until then, the routes 
we offer them to take will be paths of 
hope. Provided that parish, school, 
family and organizations collaborate 
together to make this happen. The fu­
ture of the parish, school, Christian 
family and youth organizations de­
pends on this new alliance.

What place is to be given to young 
people in our Church? The very place 
that Christ Jesus sets before them. 
Come and see, He said to those seek­
ing and asking Him: Are you the one 
who is to come? You are the Church, 
John Paul II told the youth gathered 
at the Olympic Stadium in Montreal 
in 1984. The youth will take their 
place in the Church if the Church re­
news herself along with them, in the 
freshness and truth of the Gospel.

History reveals how young people 
whose lives were permeated by the 
Gospel, such as a Francis of Assisi, a 
Thérèse of Lisieux, a Frederic Ozanam, 
contributed to the renewal of the 
Church and to the commitment of 
young people to the service of the 
Kingdom of God. The youth of today 
are not incapable of great adventures 
if, with them, we dare to live as the 
Church. □

Jacques Berthelet, c.s.v.
Bishop of Saint-Jean-Longueuil

Photo: M.I.C. Philippines

Values 
the youth 
Itivate: 

lidarity and 
resence to others. 

(Center, I. to r.): 
Andréanne Roy,

Sophia Boissonneault,
Michèle Duchesneau 

at Siapo, Philippines



/ JAPAN I

OJattih, Cb-mif In,
by Kesayo Sato, M.I.C.

Qauxui
y

For young people, the World Youth Day event provides a deep experience of faith, fraternity 
and commitment. The Church mobilizes itself for them, with them and through them. But what 

happens afterwards? What pathways are offered so that the young may continue to make headway? 
Sr. Kesayo Sato, who works with young people in Japan, accompanied a delegation to the 

WYD of Manila in 1995. She now relates the follow-up of this youth gathering.

\X/e were truly in- 
Vr spired and ener­

gized by the excep­
tional World Youth 
Day event in Manila. 
This experience helped 
us to become aware 
ever more of our mis­
sion. We were sent 
back to our country to 
spread God's message of 
love. Upon returning to 
Japan, a movement was 
initiated to continue 
the impetus and to help 
us go on further.

Journey Towards 
Liberty

Upon the initiative 
of Fr. Masahide Haresaku, nearly 
thirty clubs were formed. A new 
venue was offered for Catholic 
Japanese youth to meet and share, 
particularly on the Gospel. A re­
vival of life in each diocese, parish 
and group would thus be felt,

Members of the club Journey Towards Liberty (I. to r.j:
1st row - Sr. Urusika, Kyoko Ono, Seiko So, Chie Iwata, Sr. Kesayo Sato; 

2nd row - Sr. Mitsuko Sato, Atsushi Tamaru, Jesuit seminarian, Shuji Karube

thanks to the evangelization of 
the youth. The experience offered 
young people the following ob­
jectives: to keep in mind the fact 
of diversity and live out service 
and tolerance in their own milieu 
with an evangelical spirit; to share

and spread Gospel 
values; to build in 
faith a solid network 
where relationships 
are valued.

With Sister Mitsuko 
Sato, a religious of 
Marie-Auxiliatrice, 
Atsushi Tamaru, SJ. 
seminarian and young 
lay people: Seiko So, 
Shuji Karube, Kyoko 
Ono, Chika Takamie, 
and Chie Iwata, we all 
joined in to set in mo­
tion the new club 
Journey Towards 
Liberty. Since then, we 
have been meeting 

twice a month. We want to expe­
rience true liberty and grow in 
openness to others. We seek to be 
ever alert to the spirit of the 
Gospel and together we learn to 
actualize it. Since we wish to be­
come disciples and evangelizers,

Club members 
continue their faith 
journey together 
through prayer 
and snaring 
encounters.

i
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while also preparing for 
the Great Jubilee Year 
2000, we reflect deeply 
on God's call stemming 
from this special event.

An Initial Step
The first assembly of 

the different clubs was 
held at the Saitama pre­
fecture from the 12th to 
the 16th of September,
1996. This being the ini­
tial gathering of its kind 
for interested young 
Catholics in Japan, 
more than 400 youth 
from all parts of the 
country participated. Among 
them were about fifty from the 
Philippines, Korea, Malaysia, 
India and Pakistan.

At this assembly, our club par­
ticipated actively and made a rich 
prayer experience. Thanks to the 
collaboration of Mr. Uematsu, an 
Anglican member from the Taize 
group, a prayer hall was set up, 
and remained open for 24 hours. 
At the start, few people came to 
pray but they became more and 
more numerous the following 
days. The hall was thus filled with 
young people at prayer, even to 
11 o'clock at night. The thought 
of all those others drawing away 
from the Church or showing lit­
tle interest in it contrasted with 
the profiles of these prayerful 
youth - the hope of the Catholic 
Church of Japan. I felt very 
strongly that my mission was to 
carry on journeying and collabo­
rating with them in the club, 
Journey Towards Liberty.

The daily Eucharist was mar­
vellous. The young participants 
were surprised to live such 
Eucharistic celebrations so differ­
ent from those experienced in 
their own parishes. One wrote: I 
realized that it wasn't only the fact 
of attending the Eucharist that 
mattered but rather the offering of 
our praise and thanksgiving to­
gether. I felt very comfortable and

Young people discover the paths of true freedom through the Gospel. 
Kyoko Ono (lsl I.), Lorna Erickson, M.I.C., Filipino (r.)

was touched by the participation of 
the priests and young people from 
different countries. The songs, 
heard for the first time, were filled 
with melody and newness. Our last 
Eucharistic celebration had as 
theme: The Send-Off. And I said to 
myself: Upon returning to my 
parish, I shall teach these songs to 
the members of the choir I direct. 
Uniting hearts through music will 
be the starting point of my send-off. 
I was impressed by the words of 
Cardinal Shirayani who chose the 
image of the drop of water to allude 
to who we are... I felt that though 
I am but a tiny drop of water in the 
ocean, this drop of water is in the 
ocean of God and I am in solidar­
ity with countless other people. I 
felt this all through the gathering 
and am most happy and grateful 
for the gifts received. It is difficult 
for me to always keep this senti­
ment in my daily life but the Youth 
Day experience sustains me and I 
wish to continue journeying with 
courage.

An Experience of Prayer 
and Sharing

In the course of this vast gath­
ering, our group was invited to 
help the participants live an ex­
perience of prayer and sharing. 
We chose to present a Gospel 
narration: the encounter of Jesus 
with the rich young man This is 
how this particular episode in 
the life of Jesus brought valuable

lessons of true lib­
erty to Kyoko Ono:

A short presenta­
tion of the last scene 
of the novel Quo 
Vadis was made 

c showing the apostle 
I Peter fleeing from 

Rome where the per­
secution against the 
Christians was rag­
ing. Along the way, 
Christ, surrounded by 
light, appears to him. 
Peter asks him: QUO 
VADIS, DOMINE? 
Where are you go­

ing, Master? And Christ answers: To 
Rome. For if you abandon my peo­
ple, I shall go to Rome to be cru­
cified once again. Upon hearing this, 
Peter then returns to Rome.

The rich young man attempts to 
meet Jesus and asks what he should 
do to become perfect. Jesus answers: 
Leave everything and come fol­
low me. But hearing these words, 
the young man leaves very sadly. 
I've always envied this rich young 
man callled directly by Jesus and I 
was disappointed to see him go off 
without responding to Jesus' invita­
tion. Today, like the apostle Peter, I 
want to follow Jesus while asking 
him the same question: Lord, 
where are you going? When this 
thought foods my heart, I feel deep 
happiness. Up to now, I had 
vaguely thought that freedom con­
sisted in doing what I wanted. I re­
alize that true freedom lies in de­
siring what God desires and in 
accomplishing it. Although true lib­
erty is difficult to achieve, this dis­
covery fills me with immeasurable 
joy and confidence.

The gathering in Tokyo last 
October 10-11, attended by 70 par­
ticipants, unfolded itself in the 
same manner. Thus, like seeds yet 
tiny and fragile, members of the 
various Youth Clubs continue their 
faith journey, seeking to bring 
about the great project of God on 
Japanese soil. □
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Just a Trip
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In collaboration

Action-Jeunesse is a youth group rooted in and committed to the Church of Quebec.
This dynamic group allows itself to be questioned by Gospel values and looks forward to a world 

without frontiers. Last August, in response to the invitation of John Paul II, the members 
participated in the immense youth gathering in Paris. Mario Dufour, c.s.r., pastor of Saint-Roch Parish 

in Quebec, introduces the group to us. On their part, the young people relate what captivated them
during their extraordinary sojourn in France.

D
istance matters little for the young people who 

accepted the invitation of John Paul II. They want 
to become Church, to team up and be part of people on 

the move. Proclaiming themselves as Catholics, they are 
thus open to the world, prepared to go beyond differ­
ences and ready to be identified with and to relate with 
their peers from other countries.

The group Action-Jeunesse has as prime mover a young 
woman originating from Ethiopia, rightly proud to be­
long to our Church. Gifted with the ability to assemble, 
to motivate, to question, to move, she sees far and wide. 
Hayat Hassan Ali has sought out the best potentials in 
her peers and together, they have embarked in this 
Church adventure. In 1995, she participated in the 
World Youth Day in Manila, Philippines, with 22 young 
people from Quebec. With the help of Aller Marrero, a 
8

young Canadian from Cuba, she guided their steps in an 
initiation on the mission presented by the Missionary 
Sisters of the Immaculate Conception (M.I.C.) in the 
Philippines. Hayat then continued her journey to 
Quebec, while Alier carried on to Santo Domingo where 
he is completing his medical studies. She invited other 
young people to this new faith adventure in Paris, while 
he prepared a group in the Dominican Republic. And the 
teaming-up project came about. The two groups jour­
neyed together to the World Youth Day in Paris. There 
is the Church, our Church!

Mario Dufour, Pastor 
St-Roch Parish, Quebec

Preparing for WYD
To participate in the World Youth Day event is a 

dream that young people have made at one time or



The Action-Jeunesse aroup. Mario Dubois, c.s.r., (1* row, Is' L), Hayat Hasson Ali, 
(2nd row, 2nd I.) Madeleine Rochette, c.n.d., (3rd row, 3rd r.) and Yvonne Pealy, c.n.d. 
(3rd row, Is' r.) accompanied this Quebec delegation.
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another, Yet for many reasons, this dream never became 
a reality. Our youth group, Action- Jeunesse, had the priv­
ilege to experience this event and soon understood that 
partaking in the WYD was much more than a trip to 
France. It was to be for us a pilgrimage... a spiritual and 
multicultural experience.

All the group members showed great determination 
to find the means of sharing in this great event. For 
months, we prepared ourselves together spiritually, phys­
ically and financially. Responding to the invitation of 
John Paul II who chose the theme of this rendezvous: 
Come and See, we found ourselves in the midst of hun­
dreds of thousands of other youths to express our faith 
and to live an exceptional experience of fraternity. What 
a stimulus to action!

these places rich with souvenirs, 
each one could remain recol­
lected and pray.

Each WYD group orga­
nized their itinerary ac­
cording to their own in­
terests and tastes, always 

placing the emphasis on 
sharing and prayer. Our 
group chose to spend a few 

days at the Monastery of 
Rimont with the Brothers 
and Sisters of the Com­

munity of St. John. Our im­
mersion in this environment 
of the contemplative life al­

lowed us to journey towards a 
stronger faith. It was an impor­

tant preparation to what awaited us 
in the following days. With our guides - 
Brother Marie-Stéphane, Brother Grégoire 
and Sister Véronique, we joined the 
monks at prayer and shared the Word of 

God with them. We followed several catecheses, experi­
enced silence in the cloister and even shared meals with 
the members of this religious community.

Our three guides accompanied us on our visits to sev­
eral sanctuaries and old churches reknowned for their ar­
chitecture and history: Cluny, Paray-le-Monial... We had 
the great joy of going to Taize. Although brief, this stay 
marked us deeply. The prayerful atmosphere and our 
meeting there with people of all cultures and religions 
were very significant! Though at the heart of this milieu 
isolated from the world, we learned to open ourselves to 
events taking place in different countries. We celebrated 
together with melodies and musical instruments un­
known to most of us. And especially, we made friends 
with those whom we wished to remain in contact.

We did not wish to journey by ourselves 
alone. Since we wanted to give a dimension 
of welcome and sharing to our journey, we 
invited eight young people from Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic, to join us. 
They arrived in Quebec at the beginning of 
August. In no time, we merged into one 
group and our two flags were unfurled 
on high together.

Places of Prayer and Fraternity 
Upon our arrival in Paris on the 9th of 

August, 1997, we grasped the tone of 
the WYD of France. We soon discovered 
the faces of faith and of prayer in spots 
of famous pilgrimages: the Chapel of the 
Rue du Bac dedicated to Mary and the 
Sacred-Heart Church of Montmartre. In How wonderful to see the Church in its diversity and unity!

9



In the Footsteps of Marguerite Bourgeoys
Our pilgrimage involved a second part: a visit to the 

Diocese of Troy, birthplace of St. Marguerite Bourgeoys 
who came to Canada in the middle of the 17th century, 
at the time of the foundation of Montreal. While vis­
iting the famous city of Troy, we have had the oppor­
tunity to discover places which marked the life of this 
great missionary, co-foundress of Montreal and 
foundress of the first Canadian religious Community, 
the Congregation de Notre Dame (C.N.D.). It was a 
truly exceptional event for us, especially as we were ac­
companied by Sr. Yvonne Pealy and Sr. Madeleine 
Rochette, members of this Community. We later joined 
a group of about 400 other young pilgrims who had 
also chosen to spend a few days in this diocese. 
Accommodated in different areas by French families 
who were extremely welcoming, we learned something 
about the French culture as well as the social and reli­
gious situation of the country. This visit allowed us to 
complete our immediate preparation for the grand 
meeting with the Pope in Paris.

A Festive City
This great rendezvous to which hundreds of thou­

sands of youths responded, was the primary object of 
our presence in Paris. Before departing from Quebec, 
during the send-off Mass, Bishop Maurice Couture had 
told us: It is not so much the Pope that you are going to 
meet. You will encounter Jesus Christ. That's exactly what 
happened. We allowed ourselves to be touched, we 
have taken a step, a journey. In the depth of our 
own heart, each one can point out exactly where 
the resonance was at its peak during this week of 
sharing, of praying and of celebration.

For some, the strongest moment was the 
feeling of being immerged in a vast cathe­
dral of light amidst the 750,000 youth who 
were at the vigil during which John Paul II 
baptized and confirmed ten young persons com­
ing from the five continents. For others, it was the 
amazing atmosphere of contemplation preced­
ing the vigil. Others recalled the hearty 
welcome given to the Pope, others the 
enthusiasm of the throngs of young 
people resounding through their 
songs in the streets and in the 
subway of Paris. Some were im- f 
pressed especially by the activi­
ties of the youth festival where 
all forms of art were exploited: 
various religious spectacles, 
evenings of prayer, confer- ; 
ences and testimonies.

But if souvenirs take on a 
different significance for each 
one of us, they are strong mo­
ments never to be forgotten.
How can one possibly forget the 
10

thunderous response of the crowd of youth upon hear­
ing: You are the future and hope of the world! or else, The 
Church has confidence in you! or still, Be witnesses to the 
Gospel, be disciples and witnesses of Christ! How can one 
not remember this incomparable experience of stand­
ing in the midst of a throng of young Christians, all 
alike, when so often we feel isolated in our respective 
milieus? One of the young women in the group ex­
pressed her experience thus: This pilgrimage has been a 
confirmation of my faith; it is but the beginning of some­
thing great. I am prepared to witness by it.

Then came the time of going back to our respective 
milieus where work or studies awaited us. Before part­
ing, we offered a prayer of thanksgiving in a corner at 
Mirabel airport. Though we parted with regret, bonds of 
prayer and friendship continue to unite us.

And Afterwards?
Such a deep experience must be followed by tomor­

rows... During our first meeting, we exchanged photos 
and souvenirs. Then we chose diverse ways of ensuring 
a follow-up to the WYD in France. A small group will 
meet together periodically to share their faith. Others 
commit themselves to give witness of their WYD expe­
rience to their fellow-parishioners or to the religious 
communities who have supported them. Others will in­
tensify their participation by the preparation of special 
liturgies in their parish. Some were getting ready to live 

a missionary project in their country or in 
a foreign land. Others will also come to­

gether every month for a meal en­
counter which will end with a 
Eucharistic celebration. Others will 
meet together in adoration or in 
prayer in a monastic environment 

while some of us already dream of 
participating in the next WYD in 
Rome in the year 2000.

Our pilgrimage stirred up much 
life within us. The World Youth 

Day has just begun... for we 
haven't as yet become 
aware of everything 
that this deep experi­
ence has offered us. 
The flame ablaze in 
our hearts will not 

I be smothered. On 
the contrary, it 
will make us bet­
ter channels of 
peace and wit­

nesses of love in 
the milieus where 

we are! □

1
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Groupe Action-Jeunesse, 
Quebec
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In Collaboration

Summer '97! Eighteen young women from Quebec, members of the Groupe Solidarité-Ho'iti, committed themselves 
to an experience of friendship and sharing with the Haitian people. Five intense weeks of 

discoveries and enriching experiences! They share with us vivid memories treasured in their hearts ...

T
o ensure a smooth landing 

at Port-au-Prince, the 
group prepared for this mis­

sion experience with care.
During the year, activities 
on formation and financ­
ing mobilized the partic­
ipants and the M.I.C.
Sisters involved in this 
project: Srs. Jeannine 
Bélair, Gaëtane Perron 
and Jeanne-Françoise 
Alabré, Haitian, pre­
sently studying in 
Montreal. Days of in­
formation to become 
familiar with the real­
ity that awaited them, 
allowed each young 
woman to foresee the 
luggage - psychologi­
cal, professional and 
spiritual - required for 
the journey. In the 
course of days, the mis­
sion took form: setting 
off to live and to help, to 
share with the people and 
to be open to the values of 
another culture.

The Joy of Meeting
As the group disembarked at Port 

au-Prince, the sun shone brightly, the heat 
was torrid. Each one rejoiced to discover the rich 
natural beauty of the island and its fascinating cul­
ture. The warm welcome of the M.I.C. Sisters made 
everyone feel at home. The project started off with­
out delay, thanks to the well-planned organization 
of Roselène Lagredelle, M.I.C. She chose favorable 
places of insertion and planned an agenda for the 
exploration of the country. She made it possible for 
the young women to catch glimpses of the social

and political realities in Haiti: the people's hopes, 
joys, their struggle to rebuild the country. From 

the onset, the group was divided into two. Ten 
left for Cayes, located in the south while the 
other eight remained at the capital city.

Welcomed by different M.I.C. communi­
ties, each one integrated herself in a work­
ing team with enthusiasm: health centers, 
schools, a social formation center. They gave 
themselves without reserve in their profes­
sional commitment, claims Sr. Jeanne- 
Françoise. The sick felt understood and 
loved; the students expressed their affection 
and joy. A student in architecture even made 
a plan for a house which a foreman in the 
locality implemented with success. To better 

grasp the ambiance of 
the country and the 
profile of cities and vil­
lages, nothing proved 
better than to visit 
places of interest, to 
participate in popular 
feasts and in religious 
ceremonies, and to en­
counter the people. We 
encouraged the young 
ladies to meet the people 
in their actual situa­
tions, says Sr. Jeanne- 
Françoise. This is what 
allowed life to flow. We 
took time to visit people 
and listen to them. 
Nothing had stopped the 
young visitors in their

Coming close to individuals 
in their day-to-day life: an 
essential element in getting 
to know a people.

11



Haitian children transmit a message of courage and 
With them, J.-F. Alabré, MIC.

Improvising a classroom to quench 
young adults' thirst for learning ...

90

desire to love. With audacity and generosity, they 
adapted and got involved beyond all expectations.
What was important for them was the person. Very 
cordial relationships were established between the peo­
ple of my country and the group. They understood the 
cultural values that circulated in the daily life of the 
people: being satisfied with little, maintaining joy in face of 
hardships, keeping a sense of humour, and the richness of 
faith which upheld their desire and ability to stand fast de­
spite rough wind and high water.

A stay of five weeks was indeed very short but yet suffi­
cient to learn many a valuable lesson of life, says Sr. 
Jeannine. The young women were deeply marked by the 
strength of life manifested by the Haitian people. This was 
evident everywhere, thanks to the people's great faith in God 
which provided them the strength and courage to always carry 
on despite obstacles.

The people were happy to see us, declared the young 
women. Their first reaction upon seeing us walking down 
the streets or in the shanty towns, was to stop to look at us 
while asking: Who are they? Where do they come from? 
Why? The exchanges, once begun, continued very cordially. 
The poor took the opportunity to talk about their problems. 
Looking forward to a better future, a good number of them 
started to dream upon hearing the words Projet Solidarité- 
Haïti. On our part, we had nothing concrete to offer, yet our 
interest and our friendship eased many a complaint.

team learned much about the health situation in Haiti. 
They were especially impressed by the sense of solidar­
ity shown to the sick. Each patient was accompanied by 
several members of the family and often, by friends. 
Meanwhile, at the dispensary pharmacy, Stéphanie dis­
covered some Haitian beliefs and customs concerning ill­
ness and treatment. On their part, responding to the 
needs of the moment, Fabiola and Stéphanie helped out 
both at the dispensary and at the school.

In the educational field, Anne-Marie, Sophie, Annick 
and Veronik met some courageous children. Their joy of 
life and smiles made them particularly captivating. The 
affectionate attention they so candidly offered to others 
was indeed touching. I was moved by their generosity and 
their way of sharing, says Veronik. One day, a little girl, anx­
ious that I might not be given a bowl of rice, offered to share 
hers with me. She who didn't have her three meals for the 
day was ready to share with me! I now better understand 
their values - generosity, human warmth and sharing. I was 
privileged to live these values with them during five weeks, 
among the most beautiful of my life!

A Peak Period of Discoveries
At Chantal, Anne and Sara, both student nurses, lived 

a full-time experience at the dispensary: The place was 
very busy. Each day, sick people of all ages, from babies only 
a few days old to people of age 90 were welcomed and cared 
for. We tried to help them the best we could... we would have 
wanted to do more! Nearby, at Charpentier, two other stu­
dent nurses, Nathalie and Christel, and two doctors, 
Catherine and Sonia, realized the ravages caused by mal­
nutrition. Numerous patients sick with malaria or ty­
phoid fever required their attention. Consultations and 
good care facilitated the sharing. The visiting medical

Remembrances of Haiti intensely dwell within me, con­
fides Annick. The most beautiful faces of children still ap­
pear before me in my memory... I again see their look, full 
of hope, with the sunlight all around them. There they were, 
pulling my skirt while we sat on the benches in the church 
or again, trying to touch my hair; and, on the street, hold­
ing out their hands to receive some pennies or to let me know 
that they were really there, at my side. Then there were the 
children at Delmas. Each morning, on my arrival in our lit­
tle classroom, they greeted me in their melodious voices: 
Good morning, Miss Annick, how are you? My passion 
for teaching has grown... I feel such affection for these little 
girls. I loved them from the start!



Lessons of Life

The religious dimension has also had its place during 
the lively Masses where the sound of the drum rhythmed 
life. Each Sunday was a feast, as it is for the Haitian peo­
ple. And since life does not offer lasting joy, nor peace, 
nor security, the people turn towards Jesus Christ, the 
Saviour. Their faith in God has transformed me, recounts 
Fabiola. Though the people are in dire poverty, I have seen 
them sing, dance, smile and above all, continue to live. What 
interior richness they possess! For me, they radiated God's 
presence and love.

The group members were deeply touched by the warm 
welcome of the people they have met. Haiti is a country 
rich in sharing, in mutual help, in smiles, declares Christel. 
The Haitians welcomed us with open arms. They allowed us 
to participate in their activities and accompanied us in our 
outings. The M.I.C. Sisters were fantastic. They guided us 
around and talked lengthily about Haiti, all of which gave 
us a better understanding of the situation in that country.

These young women derived great benefit from their 
short visit to Haiti. They were captivated by the Haitian 
people's great message of hope, of resistance, of appre­
ciation of life. One has to have confidence in life to look 
for other solutions when things do not go smoothly 
since one can always do otherwise... And the Haitian 
people try to do otherwise, they want to change things. 
Liberated from dictatorship, they now struggle to be free
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from hunger, injustice, illiteracy, indebtedness and cor­
ruption. The initial phase of democracy remains difficult. 
To rebuild a country demands time, finances, great sol­
idarity and courage. This reality is present everywhere.

• Today, I am aware of the difficulties that the Haitian peo­
ple undergo. I have been a witness of their struggle against 
misery. - Stéphanie -

• One does not know sufficiently the problems confronting 
the people. At the heart of their difficult situation, they are 
exceptional people who deserve that we take the time to 
better undersand them. What treasures I discovered in the 
people I have met. I have but to recall the young girls I 
taught at Immaculate Conception School..., the people I 
met on the street each morning..., the women of Cité Soleil 
to whom I taught reading and writing. I found in them the 
true richness of Haiti. - Anne-Marie -

• I created unique bonds of friendship with the people. They 
represented for me the most beautiful example of hope that 
I've ever had up to now! Hope gives them life. There is al­
ways something to hope for! I have gathered an immense 
wealth during this trip. - Nathalie -

Back in Quebec, the experience continues in a differ­
ent way. The young women love to meet one another, 
recall their lived experience in Haiti and continue to be 
in solidarity. Sr. Jeanne-Françoise has this to say: On be­

half of my people, I am deeply grateful to all the young 
ladies who have shared their knowledge, time and 

especially their friendship with the people of 
my country. In so short a time, they 

understood much of the Haitian re­
ality and discovered what com­

prises its richness and beauty. 
For this, I thank them with 

all my heart! □

Comments gathered by 
Céline Gauvin, M.I.C.

Visiting local 
places of interest 
adds to a better
understanding of a country's profile. 
Jeannine Bélair, M.I.C. (V row, 2"d I.), 
Jeanne-Françoise Alabré (2nd row, 1st r.) 
and members of the Groupe Solidarité-Haïti

Mwen aveg! (I am blind) - name of a passenger jeep chosen to 
illustrate the speed at which some drivers circulate. People catch the 

message: Pedestrians, watch out, I'm a fast driver!
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Long-Nurtured
Project

by Agathe Durand, M.I.C.

Since last September, Isabelle Faucher works with the street children 
at the Comedor Center in Pucallpa, Peru . For her, this long-harboured 

dream is finally a reality! But what does such a commitment mean? Why 
go as a lay missionary? Sr. Agathe Durand presents Isabelle's testimony 

and sheds light on these questions.

Isabelle Faucher

I he missionary laity is a reality 
-L quite alive in the Church today. 
Christian men and women journey 
along, feeling called to share with 
others beyond their own frontiers, 
the best of what they have received 
gratuitously: life, faith, happiness, 
health, a meaning to their life.

Ever since my return from Africa, 
hardly a year ago, to work in the 
Church in the accompaniment of 
lay missionaries has become my 
mission, my daily preoccupation. 
What might be described as records 
of the missionary laity represent 
names, faces, long-term projects, 
commitments with various teams, a 
logistic dimension, a follow-up 
with participants varying in 
ages and situations.

Among many, I would like 
you to meet Isabelle Faucher.
This 29-year-old speech therapist 
spent six years to prepare her­
self. Throughout this period of 
preparation, she discerned the 
call, integrated her personal life, 
strengthened her faith, settled 
some studies-related financial 
obligations, started a career and 
identified her ecclesial roots. Just 
prior to her departure for Peru, 
she shared this perspective in 
her life with same members of 
the Christian community of 
St-André-Apôtre in Montreal.

What is of Importance
Two weeks from now, I will be fly­

ing towards Pucallpa, Peru. I will 
work at the Comedor Center (come­
dor means dining room ). Besides of­
fering meals at a minimum price to 
street children, the Center is a place 
for integral formation which helps 
the children become aware of their 
reality and regain their dignity, thus 
enabling them to find their own place 
in society.

As yet, I do not know what specific 
tasks I will undertake. When on the 
spot, I will see where my skills can be 
put to good use. Here in Canada, Pve 
taught for five years to children who

mm
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have difficulty in learning, especially 
mentally deficient children.

It is most important for me to leave 
as a missionary, in the name of my 
faith. As a believer, I want to share my 
faith. I feel called to witness the pres­
ence of God to street children, as each 
believer is invited to do so in daily life, 
with the people around them in their 
own surroundings.

As well, it is very important to leave 
in collaboration with a community of

From day to day, children teach us what 
they need to be happy.

14
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religious. We are partners in the same 
Church and are thus invited to work to­
gether for greater justice and peace. I 
believe that we need one another.

For six years now, I've received a 
formation - missionary, spiritual and 
human - in a mixed group linked with 
the Missionary Sisters of the Imma­
culate Conception. This formation 
has led me to see God differently. God 
is a liberator, not a judge nor a mor- 
alizer. He is ever present in our lives, 
inviting us to journey along with Him,

to allow ourselves to be transformed 
so as to be happier and become wit­
nesses to His presence. I've learnt to 
seek His will, to discern what brings 
joy, what gives meaning to my life. 
God is also communal. He invites us 
to share our being, our beliefs, our 
hopes, our realities as well as our 
problems and concerns.

My mind and heart are overflow­
ing with all these convictions as I de­
part for Peru. I go to better know the 
Peruvians, to better understand their

reality, to become more jointly re­
sponsible, to share my gifts with 
them. I go because I believe in God's 
call. I beseech him to guide me and 
help me to always turn to him in full 
confidence.

A Mutual Enrichment
Since then, news have reached us 

from Peru. I am most happy to be here. 
I was given a superb welcome. - I'm 
discovering new things that impress 
me. -1 feel part of the projects and so­
cial gatherings undertaken by the 
apostolic vicariate on behalf of street 
children... and others. Those who ob­
serve Isabelle at work see her as sim­
ple, attentive, eager to learn the lan­
guage. At Pucallpa, she becomes a 
unique link in the network of day- 
to-day solidarity. Perhaps enough to 
make others dream!

When a limitless dream is given 
careful thought and the feet and 
hands to transform it into sharing 
overwhelming love, street children 
find a home and bread, friends and 
pride along with hope. When the 
dream is tinted with the Gospel, the 
blind see, the lame walk, the poor 
discover the Good News for them­
selves. Moreover, missionaries see 
their lives being transformed, freed 
by giving others the liberty to allow 
God to be God in their life. □

A group of lay missionaries in training. Agathe Durand, MAC. (standing, 2nd r.)

** A PLANNED GIFT ^
A PART FOR THE MISSHOA

For the benefit of the Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception:
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BEQUESTS IN TOUR WILL 

LIFE ANNUITIES 
provide you with a lifelong income 
enable you to reduce your taxes 
provide you a way to help our missionaries 
effectively
LIFE INSURANCE
allows you to help generously without
prejudice to the interest of your family.
It is a capital paid after your death by your 
insurance company.
Your contribution, in the form of insurance 
premiums, is deductible from your taxable 
revenue as a charitable donation.

WE WELCOME 
ALL REQUESTS 

FOR INFORMATION

Write to us:
Mission Procure 

Missionary Sisters of the 
Immaculate Conception 
121, Maplewood Avenue 
Outremont, QC Canada 

H2V2M2

Telephone:
(514) 274-5691

Fax:
(514) 274-3298

Name:

Address: Apt.:

Code

Date of birth:

Telephone: (
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WODD AND LIFE

/

by Christian Beauueu

At one time or another, a dream sets ns on our way. To carry on day after 
day requires a deep-seated belief in this dream, but even more, a staunch 
belief in ourselves... in others... in God. Mary, the first belieier, puis before 

us very’ clearly how to journey along our path in confidence and faith.
As Christian Beaulieu points out, a faith which leads us the whole way

to the end of our dreams.

ow beautiful was the faith of the gentle 
Mary when God asked her to become 

Çy the mother of His Son! This narration
of the angel's message (Lk 1: 26-38) well illustrates 
the faith, the boldness, the audacity of young per­
sons when responding to the Lord's invitations! 
What promise did the young Myriam of Nazareth 
hear at the tender age of 13 or 14? What did the 
angel anticipate for her at the time of this prodi­
gious encounter? The Holy Spirit will rest upon you 
and you will give birth to a Saviour. And Mary 
believed the angel's words!

Do you know what astonishes me? It is her 
capacity for marvel, for surprise, for surrender. Her 
faith in the Promise! She believes in the impossible! 
She lives the great risk of total surrender of self! 
Surely, surely... God will gratify my wishes to the 
full, did she not repeat tiressly. Yes! Yes! may it be 
done as You have spoken!

Abraham: He left without knowing where he was 
heading for! Remember Moses, Isaac, Joseph, 
Peter... and many others! No, it isn't the first time 
that believers are driven where they do not wish 
to go.

All of us Have Had Dreams...
Yes, others, very young still, in the springtime 

of their lives, have felt this call, this irresistible 
thrust to risk all: Samuel, David, Daniel, Jeremiah... 
later, in the long history of our Church: St. John, 
the fragile Agnes, the young Agatha, the intrepid 
Joan of Arc... And more recently yet, Therese of the 
Child Jesus, Dom Bosco, Maximilian Kolbe... We 
recall the beautiful dream of Délia Tétreault while 
still a child and how this permeated her whole 
life... Indeed, in still many others, childhood 
dreams have grown. Yes, all have had dreams. All 
have borne great projects sown in their heart by 
the Spirit.

!

Soon afterward Mary readied herself and hurried 
off to a town in the hilly country of Judea. Sure of 
the Word of God, sure of the Promise, she then 
started to run! Yet, all was against her: her young 
age, her inexperience, the unknown route, the 
mountains to be crossed. Ah! how wonderful to see 
her take such a risk! Who has ever truly realized 
that confidence gives wings, moves mountains, 
turns hesitation into action, drives forward, gives 
a sense of urgency? Young persons and those with 
childlike hearts take such risks!

It is not the first time nor the last, however, that 
the Lord our God makes such daring demands, 
such exceeding bounds, such leaps into the 
unknown. This total surrender of self to the Word 
of the loving God, many lived it before. Think of

And every one of us, if we are still young at 
heart, are carried away by a great dream, by a pas­
sion. It is particular to the young to dream, to hope, 
to expect the impossible. Moreover, who does not 
dream the best for one's future, for one's married 
life, one's children, one's profession? What does 
each one of us dream about when still young at 
heart? What is the most vivid, the most ardent 
desire within our heart?

From Dream to Reality
All of us have had a dream. But there exists a 

great range between this dream and reality. We 
haven't yet reached the goal. There will be prob­
lems, storms, resistances, darkness, changes. There 
will be shadows in the scenery. Nothing of what 
we hoped for is ever fully realized. Readjustments
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and going out of one's way will be required. But 
for those who accept to have their dreams purified, 
great expectations can be realized.

Martin Luther King, for example, was aware of 
that. The Spirit spoke to him unceasingly of peace, 
of a solidarity to be built between Blacks and 
Whites. He was aware of being blessed and chosen 
as an instrument of peace in their midst. He had 
to pay the great price - death - to realize this fra­
ternal project. Yes, it happens 
that the realization of one's 
dreams involves the gift of 
one's own life. It leads to dying 
in the physical sense of the 
word. Like Martin Luther King, 
many men and women suf­
fered death and they, too, live 
on today through their dream.
Oscar Romero, Maximilian 
Kolbe, the seven Trappists 
killed in Algeria recently... and 
many more.

And even if physical death 
is not always demanded, what 
letting go, what transcen- / 
dence, what self-denial to 
accept. What difficult passages 
to overcome. What Isaacs to 
sacrifice. Briefly, what dying 
to consent to! This dying takes 
a thousand and one forms.
Parting with a husband we've 
dreamt about, parting with 
children such as we had envi­
sioned them, parting with 
ideal health. Giving up a long-nurtured project, 
giving up one's comforts, advantages and vested 
interests... Dying to all resentment! Dying to all 
bitterness! Dying to self-complacency. All these 
moments of letting go are indeed difficult to 
accept. They transcend us. Who is God to act in 
such a manner? we would like to exclaim. Yes, we 
often have to give up the realization of our dreams 
as we had hoped for.

To Journey in Faith...
Mary sets for us an example of perfect confidence, 

of total availability in face of changes to be lived. 
She leads us along the way. She invites us to face 
the challenges, to go forward into the unknown, to 
pass on from fear to boldness. She herself experi­
enced this very deeply in her flesh when foretold 
that a dagger would pierce her heart. Also, when her 
life was totally upset upon losing her Son in the 
temple. Or again, when standing at the foot of the

cross and profoundly 
broken, she saw Him 
die. Suddenly, the 
Promise of God 
became so incompre­
hensible. She was 
forced to close her 
heart to any argument 
which deemed impos­
sible the realization of 
the project sown in 
her heart by the 
Spirit. He shall be 
called the Son of the 
Most High and he will 
reign on the throne of 
David, his Father.

It is nothing else 
than to journey in 
faith, in confidence, 
in all availability! The 
path cannot be traced. 
One needs to live in 
incertitude and take 
risks. At times the ten­
sion is so great that 

we forget the certitude of a Presence at our side all 
along the way. How many are the setbacks in love, 
how many are the spiritual failures because we 
have overlooked the promises made at the very 
start. Only a blossoming faith will allow us to walk 
on the water of our difficulties. It will make us 
move mountains. It will help us perform miracles. 
Only this firm belief will lead us to realize our 
dreams all the way. □
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THEY KEPT THEIR PROMISE
From January 10-15,1995, a delegation of young Canadians left for the Philippines to join the World Youth Day 

in Manila. They stayed with the Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception (M.I.C.) in Greenhills, Metro Manila. 
The Sisters introduced them to their work among the Mangyan tribe of Siapo and Calamintao in Mindoro Oriental. 

In September 1996, heeding the call to work with the tribal people in this M.I.C. mission, three young men 
from Charlevoix, Quebec, returned to the Philippines. For seven months, they took part in the missionary work 

of the Sisters in Siapo. Here are the responses of Mathieu Bouchard, Guy Tremblay and Sébastien Bradet
to our questions regarding their mission experience.

Working together in solidarity with the Mangyans: (I. to r.) M.I.C. Sisters Lilia Frondoza and 
Delia Regidor; Irene Bonpin, Chinese, Him Kawashima from Japan, Guy, Sébastien and Mathieu

Why did you return to the 
Philippines and choose to 
work with the Mangyan 
people of Mindoro?
M.It all started with our experience 

of the World Youth Day in 
Manila. I was touched by these 
words of John Paul II: "Each one 
has a mission." While with the 
Mangyans, I had a better un­
derstanding of the Lord's invita­
tion. The few days spent in their 
midst have been decisive. These 
people, very poor economically, 
are rich in human values. They 
have given me the taste to live 
with them an adventure on a 
larger scale.

G.In Mindoro, we lived four days of in­
tensive intercultural exchanges. The 
speeches of the Mangyans revealed to 
me how they underestimate them­
selves and how they have developed 
a certain inferiority complex in the 
company of people, like us, who call 
ourselves civilized. A lively burst of 
compassion surged in me! At this mo­
ment, my life took on a different turn. 
I felt I could give something more, do 
mission work as a youth.

S. I was attracted by the very simple life 
of the Mangyans, by their welcoming 
attitude and their spirit of sharing. 
This initial experience has helped me 
see how I could be of help to them. 
Our primary purpose in returning 
was to live with the Mangyans. We 
didn't want to change the world, we 
just wanted to take time to be with 
them, work with them and if possi­
ble, help them to install a system of 
irrigation.

Returning to Quebec, Mathieu, 
Sébastien and Guy organized a fund­
raising project on behalf of the peo­
ple of Siapo. The amount collected 
provided for the purchase of two 
strong Jetmatic water pumps which 
the young men installed with the 
help of the tribal chief, Mayor 
Senyabo. The pumps can supply suf­
ficient water for the irrigation of the 
rice fields and 70 homes (around 800 
individuals), whatever be the 
weather. During this longer sojourn 
in Siapo, the young men also suc­
ceeded to plant more than 300 trees 
producing a variaty of fruits such as 
mangoes, coconuts and guavas.

How did you adapt to the 
lifestyle of the Mangyan people? 
G.7 adapted quickly. The little knowl­

edge I had about these people and the 
area was a good preparation. The 
manner of thinking and the life of the 
Mangyans deal with essentials which

I like to translate in these words: sim­
plicity, authenticity and gratuitous­
ness. This wisdom is of an ines­
timable price. To discover together 
that we are human beings equal in 
dignity and to live it in truth have fa­
cilitated our mutual understanding. 
At this stage, our actions and gestures 
have become significant and under­
standable for one another.

M. We had as a common objective to be 
a simple presence among these peo­
ple. What was important for me was 
to respect their way of thinking and 
of living. Their low self-esteem and 
the grave injustices of which they are 
victims from the part of certain in­
habitants of Mindoro impelled us to 
rebuild communication and trust. On 
my arrival at the place, I immediately 
realized there would be a language 
barrier since I do not speak any Taga- 
log. It was frustrating to give instruc­
tions that could not be understood
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and, moreover, want to praise quite a 
number of young learners who could 
not grasp my appreciation.

S. I had the surprise of my life on find­
ing out that the Mangyans eat only 
one meal per day. Mothers gave their 
small children a kind of dried fruit to 
quench their hunger. Older children 
kept several pieces of the fruit hang­
ing like a pendant around their neck 
- to nibble at whenever they were 
hungry. Sr. Elizabeth Dominguez, 
M.Ï.C., who has worked with the 
Mangyans, explained how the disap­
pearance of the forests, their only 
source of food, make the situation ex­
tremely difficult during the dry sea­
son. Formerly nomads, the Mangyans 
have now started to cultivate rice and 
vegetables. But without rivers or any 
water sources nearby, they could cul­
tivate only during the rainy season 
During the dry months, food was 
scarce. At least twice during our stay, 
trees in the nearby surroundings were 
burnt down, pushing away the 
peaceloving Mangyans farther from 
their ancestral land.

What have you learned from this
experience?
G. When I look at my experience as a 

whole, I am happy to say that our 
presence among the Mangyans was 
significant of solidarity and of re­
spect. We have contributed to realize 
an irrigation project for their fields. 
Water, essential to their survival, can 
be canalized. Our attention, our 
friendship and encouragement have

revived their joy of living and stirred 
up the enthusiasm which the children 
seemed to have lost. These people 
who never feel to be on the same foot­
ing as others they meet, have always 
been considered, by us, as dignified 
human beings in no way different 
from others. And we have worked to 
help them to consider themselves as 
such. For me today, this experience 
confirms the fact that different cul­
tures (language, mentality, customs) 
which seem to divide us are not ob­
stacles for those who choose to follow 
Christ!

M. / realize to what point shar­
ing the life of a people can be 
beneficial. I have learned 
much from the Mangyan cul­
ture and I have also learned to 
appreciate my own. Since my 
return last April, I have been 
sharing this experience with 
other people of all ages. My 
message remains ever the 
same: opening ourselves to 
other cultures teaches us a 
great deal about the people we 
meet as well as who we really 
are in fact.

S. We have helped the Mangyans 
to irrigate their fields and to 
earn some money. But we have 
not contributed only to the ir­
rigation. Our purpose was that 
they earn their own living and 
be able to take action on their 
own initiative. The Mangyans 
suffer a lot of discrimination.

When taking the 'jeepneys', they sit 
on the roof, keeping themselves apart 
from the other passengers. We 
wanted them to consider themselves 
as human beings, as our brothers and 
that they realize that God loves them. 
I hope to return to the Philippines to 
get news about my friends, to see how 
they are doing. □

Editor's note: Text adapted from interviews 
held in the Philippines and in Canada

Making the forest green - slogan of 35 young 
members of the Green Club organized oy Mathieu 
in Siapo. Together, they transplant, water and 
care for the seedlings.
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Below is a letter addressed by Librada Bantilan, 
to the parish priest and members of the Christian com­
munity of Baie-St-Paul; Charlevoix, Quebec, following the 
experience of Mathieu, Sébastien, and Guy among the 
Mangyan people.

Family members of Sébastien, Mathieu and Guy welcome the 
Filipino M.I.C.s on a visit to Baie-St-Paul. In the group, Sr. Librada 
(2nd row, V L), Sr. Madeleine Bertrand, p.f.m., project coordinator 
(2nd row, 2rd I.) and André Gagné, parish priest (2nd row, 4* I.)

Dear brothers and /uterd in Chri.it,

When we welcomed Mathieu Bouchard,
Sébastien Bradet and Guy Tremblay ad partnerd 
in the middion, we had no idea what their dtay 
with ud would bring about, neither to them nor to 
ud. However, we were ready to face their hadty 
departure. We foredaw a duperficial and difficult 
immerdion among the Mangyand, a Philippine 
ethnic group. Our prejudice made our welcome 
condedcending and protective. We were thinking of

the total homedicknedd that thede young middionaried would have to live while giving up the comfortd of 
Canada. Would they be able to adjudt to a life and environment very different from what they could 
have imagined? Might not the jungle life of Mindoro expode them to duffering and boredom due to 
idolation and lack of d apport of family and clode friendd?

We were amazed at the way that thede young men accepted the challenged of adaptation. We cannot 
relate to you all the victoried of fidelity to the middion that wad confided to them. Nevertheledd, we mudt 
point out what really trandformed the life of the perdond who were touched by the predence of Sébadtien, 
Guy and Mathieu.

Firdt and foremodt, we, the M.I.C. Sidterd of the Philippined were the firdt beneficiaried of thid mid- 
dionary cooperation brought about by the youth of your Church. Their lifedtyle and their middionary 
zeal renewed our faith in youth for a challenging Church, for a future in dolidarity. We dincerely 
believe that young people like thode of Charlevoix are real architectd of a better future that we widh for 
all of ud.

There id aldo the witnedding for our dtudentd of Manila. Thede young ladied were impredded and 
really dhaken up by the deried of dpontaneoud dharingd on middion today given by Mathieu. One of 
them wrote: God mudt really exidt! Otherwide, how could you ever explain that young men like Mathieu, Guy 
and Sébadtien would dacrifice a whole dernedter of dchool, choode to live in duch a far-off and deprived milieu like 
that of Mindoro derving dtrangerd, the Mangyand, who are not even their compatriotd?

Your youth have aldo left indelible traced in the heartd of the Mangyand with whom they lived in 
dolidarity and ad equald. Formerly, thede tribal people condidered themdelved ad inferior to other people. 
Now they acknowledge that they are brotherd and didterd of the tall white perdond. They have found new 
motivationd and new hope to dow the deedd in their land, a tadk which id unfamiliar to them. Being 
nomadd, they preferred living by hunting and gathering wild fruitd; now they are in the procedd of 
becoming acculturated to a dedentary life. On receiving two waterpumpd to irrigate their fieldd, they are 
encouraged in their ejfortd. Thank you for your generoud help which provided the Mangyand with a 
dimple and pratical method of irrigation.

Your community had found a powerful meand to re-indtate youth in their middion of the Church. 
Accept our congratulationd for their dynamidm and creativity! What you have accomplished ad Church 
by Mathieu, Sébadtien and Guy really challenged ud. May the Lord bledd you abundantly.

With grateful thankd,

The Mivdionary Sidterd of the Immaculate Conception, Philippined 
by: Librada T. Bantilan, M.I.C., Provincial Superior
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Chance
by Andréanne Roy and Michèle Duchesneau

Both from Baie-St-Poul, Andréanne Roy and Michèle Duchesneau have just returned from a two-month 
stay on the island of Mindoro, Philippines. Along with the M.I.C. Sisters working with the Mangyans, 
they too, had a taste of living and working with these tribal people. They share with us the highlights 

of their enriching and unforgettable encounter with new-found friends.

A
fter a whole year of dreaming dreams and prepa­

ration, we finally boarded a plane, flying off hap­
pily towards the Philippines. We were in for an adven­

ture overflowing with surprises and discoveries. Upon 
our arrival, the warm welcome of the Missionary Sisters 
of the Immaculate Conception gave us a foretaste of the 
richness of the Filipino heart.

United as One Family

It was on Mindoro island where the biggest part of 
our stay unfolded itself and that our encounter with 
the Mangyans was realized. Setting out for two villages, 
Siapo and Calamintao, we lived with Sr. Lilia Frondosa, 
a Filipino M.I.C., who has been working with the 
Mangyans for 12 years. She briefed us on the culture, 
rites and customs of the Mangyans. We spent much 
time with the children and together we planted rice 
and vegetables. We intoned French songs and they in 
turn taught us tunes in Tagalog, their own maternal 
language. Each weekend we left the Mangyan village 
and returned to Santa Cruz. To see the church in this 
town overflowing with people of all ages amazed us. 
Although we've forgotten the title of a song they sang, 
we recall one of the phrases: We are all together as one 
family. That's exactly the feeling we had throughout the 
summer, even though we were from Canada and they 
lived in the Philippines. Similar in several ways, yet not 
speaking the same language, we managed to under­
stand one another by smiles, gestures and a few words 
in Tagalog.

Planting rice in a Mangyan field in Siapo. (L. to r.j: Andréanne and Michèle

Essential values
During our stay with the Mangyans, we were in con­

tact with poverty but we also worked with people who, 
together, busied themselves to change their situation. 
We were made aware of the work carried out by the 
M.I.C. Sisters in the Philippines. For example, in Siapo, 
Sr. Lilia Frondosa encouraged the Mangyans to plant 
several harvests of vegetables and fruits, using a suit­
able farming technique. The seeds and trees now 
planted will one day provide the Mangyans and their 
families something to eat. All along our stay, we en­
countered people who, like the Mangyans of Siapo, en­
deavour to do something to better their lives, be it 
Mangyans of Calamintao who look after a store or the 
fishermen who with Sr. Elizabeth Dominguez, Filipina 
M.I.C., attempt to overcome difficulties resulting from 
the rainy season. Needless to say, we have learnt a lot 
from these people.

We've discovered a great deal about the Mangyan peo­
ple simply by being with them. We have realized that 
the wealth of a people cannot be calculated moneywise 
and that it is important to be appreciative of people 
around us. Michèle and I have already returned to 
Canada but our friend Sophie Boissonneault has decided 
to spend another six months with the Mangyans. When 
we now look at the world map, we recall in this little 
corner of Asia, all the warm smiles which reveal that we 
also can be happy if we profit fully of life like our 
Filipino friends. □
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S& Cfur?
by Jeanne-Odette Rasoarimanana, M.I.C.

Jeanne-Odette Rasoarimanana, a Malagasy M.I.C., offered 
herself for the mission of Bolivia where today she works at 
the Rural Institute of Education of Cochabamba. How has 

this come about? Why go so far away when the 
Church of Madagascar has a shortage of missionaries? 
Her passage through Montreal in January 1997, just 

prior to taking off for Bolivia, was an occasion to share 
her lived experience with M.I.C. companions.

Here are the salient points of her sharing.
Sr. Jeanne-Odette receives her father's blessing on the 

occasion other profession of final vows as an M.I.C

I

p
'

efore departing from Mada­
gascar, I had a missionary send- 

off in my small village of Anbano. All 
my relatives and the whole Christian 
community of the area came to cele­
brate the event with me and the M.I.C. 
Sisters. The church being too small for 
the whole congregation, two celebra­
tions were organized - one for the chil­
dren and one for adults. Luckily, we 
had sufficient time for these celebra­
tions. My father gave me his blessing 
- a very important custom for us in 
Madagascar. His blessing signified his 
acceptance of my project and his soli­
darity on my behalf. His gesture also 
represented his wishes for a safe jour­
ney and success in my future mission. 
For me, these moments were very pre­
cious and meaningful.

My father, a former catechist at 
Anbano, is now retired. Besides his 
work at the Kopra factory in Antsirabe, 
he supervised the good functioning of 
the parish. With two or three helpers, 
he visited the people in their homes, 
conducted the Sunday celebration and 
prepared children for their First 
Communion. His commitment to the

Church marked me greatly. He has 
transmitted to me a vibrant faith 
which I would like to share with the 
Bolivian people.

During that day of celebration, we 
took time to talk about Bolivia as well 
as about the people who are expect­
ing my arrival. I do not go there alone 
for I am supported by the prayer and 
encouragement of my family and the 
parishioners of Anbano.

Being a Religious Missionary
I do remember that at age 11, I 

wanted to become a religious. At that 
time, I was an active member of the 
Eucharistic Youth Movement and I 
experienced joy in sharing my faith 
and in commiting myself with other 
boys and girls. At age 12, I was dele­
gated for a Eucharistic Youth Congress 
in Antsirabe. It was an unforgettable 
experience. In high school, I joined 
the Équipes Chrétiens d'Aujourd'hui be­
cause I wanted to follow Christ and 
help others. Of these meetings with 
young people my age, I recall my 
spirit of joy, of faith and desire to be 
involved in apostolic activities.

The decisive point in my call to 
missionary life took place during an 
encounter with the M.I.C. team at the 
Novitiate of Antsirabe. I was invited 
to work with the Sisters in preparing 
the young ones of my parish for their 
First Communion. I joined my com­
panions every Sunday morning to 
teach catechesis to the children. What 
I learned from the Sisters about the 
spirituality of the M.I.C. Community 
was similar to what I wished to live 
out myself: joy, openness to people, 
commitment for the growth of faith. 
At the end of my experience, I con­
fided to my parents my desire to be­
come a religious. They responded: You 
will go to the boarding school of 
Antsirabe to complete your secondary 
schooling and to prepare yourself. Each 
day I rode along on the makeshift 
back seat of a bicycle with my father 
who was heading for the factory at 
Antsirabe. This long ride proved quite 
a feat.

In 1975, I joined the M.I.C.s at 
the age of 18. At the beginning, I 
lived a period of discernment and 
formation to the religious life. Then,
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The joy of sharing and service.
Sr. Jeanne-Odette and a young Malagasy

upon completion of my novitiate, I 
worked at several centers for the pro­
motion of women. The formation of 
the Malagasy woman is important 
and I attempted to teach the young 
women sewing, cooking, housekeep­
ing and management. I enjoyed this 
work immensely. The opportunity to 
follow a training in domestic science 
during a missionary service of two 
years in Haiti also brought me a great 
deal of joy. My commitment with ba­
sic ecclesial communities (BEC) has 
marked me. Through this ministry, I

\
Prior to her departure for Bolivia, a family photo for 
Sr. Jeanne-Odette and her parents

lived an enriching experience of 
community life as well as sharing 
the Word of God.

Preparing for 
a Mission Send-off

In 1994, our Community pon­
dered with great attention on all 
the missionary work realized in 
Madagascar. Many questionnaires 
had to be answered, group en­
counters to be lived out. Together, 
we set up a new pastoral project. It 
gave me the opportunity to revise 
my priorities. A look at the distri­
bution of the M.I.C. personnel 
made me realize that I was called 
to live a change, a new departure. 
But which one exactly? With my 
Provincial Superior, I studied the 
needs in other countries where we 
minister and asked myself where I 
could possibly bring my collabora­
tion. I opted for Bolivia. Through 

the project proposed to me, I readily 
saw the continuation of my aposto- 
late in Madagascar: the formation of 
the peasant woman, the BEC. I knew 
very well that with one M.I.C. less in 
Madagascar, others would have to see 
to the continuation of the ministry 
entrusted to me. We were in solidar­
ity with regards to the distribution of 
ministries and such is the process for 
the building of the Church. My op­
tion to go to Bolivia was considered 
an exchange between two Churches, 
between two M.I.C. groups, since at 

that very same time, 
a young M.I.C. from 
Peru was preparing to 
come to Madagascar.

To better accom­
plish my future min­
istry in Bolivia, I then 
followed a two-year 
course at the Anta- 
nimena Center for 
Social Formation, in 
Antananarive. This 
was necessary and 
beneficial to me as it 
offered new ways of 
analysing the social 
reality, of animating 
groups, of finding 
new types of com­
mitments for popular 
milieus. The study of

Spanish was included in this forma­
tion course.

With the Campesinas 
of Bolivia

The privilege of living and work­
ing with the campesinas of Cocha­
bamba gives me great pleasure. I re­
alize that I have a lot to learn about 
their country, their culture, their re­
ligion. I find it important to be at­
tentive to their needs, to their pro­
jects and to help them realize their 
aspirations. I look forward to work 
with them so that they may take 
their place in Bolivian society. They 
will enrich me by their culture and 
through me, Madagascar will share 
its own values - an exchange be­
tween two cultures and hopefully, 
for the benefit of us all. □
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YOUR DEPARTURE GIFT HELPS 
OUR MISSIONARIES

Enclosed the amount of $_____________

Name:

Tel:
Do YOU WANT A TAX RECEIPT

Yes □ No □
Address to:

MISSION PROCURE 
MISSIONARY SISTERS 

OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
121, MAPLEWOOD AVENUE , 

OUTREMONT, QC CANADA 
H2V 2M2

Telephone: (514) 274-5691
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Sister Jeanne Béland (Marie-Anne)
Jeanne was born at Louiseville, 

county of Maskinongé, on the 
5th of January, 1909. She joined 
the Missionary Sisters of the 
Immaculate Conception and 
became a member of our Insti­
tute on September 8,1934.

s

During close to 18 years, she 
devoted her time to community services 
in our retreat houses of Quebec and at 
the Mother House. In 1952, she served on 
night duty at the Chinese Hospital, Mon­
treal. Two years later, she worked at our 
sewing circle in Granby and collaborated 
in missionary animation.

Appointed to our orphanage of Port-au- 
Prince, Haiti in 1957, she cared for the 
young boarders for whom she had the 
responsibility. The following year, her ser­
vices were requested for La Charité S'il 
Vous Plaît of Cayes, a residence for the

elderly and handicapped per­
sons. She looked after the food 
supplies and clothing, as well 
as the harvest of vegetables 
and rice. In these day-to-day 
tasks, her gentle kindness and 
affection for the elderly and the 

employees were clearly evident.

After a good 8-year stay in Haïti, 
Sr. Jeanne returned to Canada due to 
poor health. At the age of 56 she began 
a long period of illness which lasted all 
of 32 years. She derived from prayer, 
from community and family affection, 
the strength necessary to fulfill her last 
and difficult mission.

Filled with thanksgiving to her God and 
with gratitude to those who supported 
her with their love, she died at our Infir­
mary of Pont-Viau on July 12,1997 at the 
age of 88 after 65 years in religious life.
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Sister Gratia Blanchette (Marie-Célina)
Gratia was born in 

Taftville, Connecti­
cut, U.S.A., on the 
1st of June, 1894 and 
spent her childhood 
and youth in Drum- 
mondville, Quebec. 

She became a mem­
ber of the Institute of the 

Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate 
Conception on February 11, 1915.

At the age of 21, she departed for 
China. A competent educator and cate­
chist, she soon won the affection of her 
students who opened their hearts to 
receive the Christian faith. Her missionary 
course was marked by unbelievable diffi­
culties: the civil war in 1916, nine years 
of Sino-Japanese conflicts followed by the 
coming of the communists and expulsion 
of the missionaries in 1951.

During these trying years, Sr. Gratia 
looked after nearly 200 refugees and 
directed a shelter for 800 mental 
patients. Providentially, the Red Cross

came to her help. Then, from 1944 to 
1947 she directed the leprosarium in 
Shek Lung.

During the 22 years spent at the 
school and the orphanage in Canton, 
Sr. Gratia cared for thousands of chil­
dren. She had the joy of giving religious 
instruction and of baptizing more than 
1200 adults among whom were three 
young girls who later became Mission­
aries of the Immaculate Conception.

Arriving in Hong Kong after having been 
expelled from Canton in 1951, she devoted 
herself once again to education, super­
vised the construction of a school and 
generously participated in the work of 
evangelization for more than 20 years. She 
finally returned to Canada in 1973 and 
remained actively involved till quite well 
on in years - talks on China, writings, 
interviews by the media, arts and crafts, 
painting. She was called to her eternal 
reward at Pont-Viau on July 15, 1997 at 
the age of 103, having lived 84 years in 
religious life
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Sister Ida-Line Beaulieu (Marie-Blanche)
Ida-Line was born at St-Urbain 

Châteauguay on July 5,1917. Her 
childhood years were marked by 
a desire to study and an irre­
sistible call to become a mis­
sionary. At the age of 20, she 
decided to enter the novitiate of 
the Missionary Sisters of the 
Immaculate Conception.

At the very beginning of her religious 
life, she devoted herself earnestly to mis­
sionary animation. The promotion of our 
own magazine, LE PRÉCURSEUR, visits in 
schools and involvement at the National

Secretariat for the Pontifical Works 
of the Missions, all of which con­
tributed to developing the mis­
sionary spirit among the youth 
and adults. In 1953, Sr. Ida-Line 
began a long teaching career. 
Gentle and calm, she was gifted 

in captivating the attention and 
interest of her students.

In 1969, she was called upon to give 
French courses to the immigrants. 
Without hesitation, she learned the new 
methods of teaching the language. With 
the immigrants as with her previous

students, her dedication was crowned 
with success.

In 1993, she retired at our residence in 
Joliette where she devoted herself to 
sewing. Throughout her illness and 
oncoming death, she remained peaceful 
and fully surrendered to the Will of God. 
She died at Jean-Talon Hospital, Montreal 
on August 31, 1997, at the age of 80, 
after 60 years in religious life. Sr. Ida- 
Line's fragile health did not allow her to 
leave for the missions but she realized her 
missionary dream by her successive com­
mitments and total gift of self.

m

Sister Florine Morin
Florine was born at St-Herménégilde, 

Sherbrooke, on September 3, 1905. Stu­
dious and gifted for music, she obtained 
her academic diploma in 1922, then her 
laureate in piano in 1926. At the age of 
25, she joined the Missionary Sisters of 
the Immaculate Conception.

In 1934, she was named for Man­
churia and consecrated three years to 
the study of Mandarin. At Fakou, a small 
boarding school under her direction, she 
prepared many students for Baptism 
and First Communion. At Paitchengtse, 
she then took on a service of authority 
that was prolonged during the whole 
Sino-Japanese war (1941-1950). She

(Marie-du-Perpétuel-Secours)
maintained a climate of serenity in 
the midst of countless difficul­
ties: lack of security as well / / 
as means of communication, 
scarcity of food and heating fa­
cilities. Moreover, before the de­
parture of the Japanese, she 
spent four days in prison. Then 
came the communists, followed by 
the expulsion of missionaries in 1951 
and their return to Canada.

.p

After a well deserved home leave, 
Sr. Florine departed for Taiwan. She under­
took different approaches which proved to 
be fruitful for evangelization: teaching in 
a homecraft school and organizing a

Sister Cécile Lemay (Sainte-Croix)
Bom at Sainte-Croix, Lotbinière 

diocese of Quebec, on the 22th of 
September, 1910, Cécile grew up 
happily in a family of 12 children. 
She joined the Institute of the Mis­
sionary Sisters of the Immaculate 
Conception on February 1st, 1934.

For more than thirty years, she 
devoted herself to her main occupation of 
sewing, in our different houses of Quebec. 
She also attended to the children of our 
Patronage in Granby. In 1968 she was 
appointed to our mission of Haiti where 
she fulfilled her usual ministry. At the 
novitiate in Port-au-Prince, she prepared

the religious clothing for the newly 
professed sisters. In our shelters 
for the elderly and handicapped 
people, she combined her care 
for the sick and her sewing 
abilities. With what devotion 
and what compassion she sur­

rounded the patients confided to 
her, seeking to relieve their suf­

fering, to alleviate their infirmities, and at 
the appointed time, assisting them to 
receive the mystery and gift of death.

On her return to Canada, she was most 
available during many years for community 
services. During her retirement days, she

hh

sewing center which provided work 
in sewing and embroidery for 
nearly thirty women. Later, the 
teaching of piano, a favorite 
pastime, became her principal 
occupation.

Having returned to Canada in 
1977, she pursued her apostolate 

by visits to the sick and the handicapped. 
She was called to her eternal reward 
at Pont-Viau on the 8th of September, 
1997 at the age of 92 after having lived 
67 years in religious life. Her constant ap­
peals to Mary helped her fulfill her mis­
sionary journey in deep faith and confident 
surrender to the Will of God.

spent long moments in prayer. Sr. Cécile 
journeyed in our midst quietly, always 
keeping very alive her missionary ideal.

A spiritual guide offered this testimony: 
Sr Cécile was outspoken and honest, yet 
thoughtful and simple, always accepting 
her condition as the Will of God. Her inti­
macy with the Good Lord, made fruitful by 
grace, gave every single and most humble 
service an infinite value. She passed away 
at the Cité de la Santé Hospital, Laval, on 
September 12, 1997, at the age of 87 
after 63 years in religious life. □

Jeanne Guinois, M.I.C.
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NEWSBRIEFS... FROM HERE AND ELSEWHERE

ftps

Sr. Lucie and delegates with the flag of Hong Kong

HONGKONG

Master, Where Do You Live?

By Lucie Gagné, M.I.C.

A delegation of 250 young people of Hong Kong 
participated in the World Youth Day in Paris.

Two M.I.C. Sisters accompanied them: Lucie Gagné 
and Nicole Beaulieu. Sr. Lucie gives us the highlights 
of this exceptional journey to France... a pilgrimage 
uniquely marked by visits to different monasteries, 

by the depth of the prayer and faith encounters and 
especially, by the meeting with john Paul II in Paris.

Following the invitation of a priest, Sr. Nicole and I 
had the privilege to accompany a group of young people 
of Hong Kong to the World Youth Day in Paris. Our 
knowledge of English, Chinese and French facilitated the 
encounter. The event was important for these high school 
and university students as well as for young professionals. 
During several months, intense preparation for this excep­
tional moment took place in an effort to realize their hope 
of renewal and deepening of their faith.

On August 6, we departed for Paris where we were 
awaited. The warm welcome received impressed us. 
Everything had been foreseen and by 8 o'clock the fol­
lowing day, we set out on our way to Taize where we 
spent three days. We truly experienced the presence of 
the Lord. We discovered Him alive in the hearts of the 
young people we met. That weekend, there were some 
6000 participants coming from 65 different countries. 
Many came to Taize to discover what was important in 
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their life while others had already opted to 
embark on a faith adventure with the Lord 
Jesus. The young people truly revived our 
hope for a future world of peace and rec- 
oncilation. We were touched by the sim­
plicity of the prayer celebrations, by the 
support given by the Brothers and by the 
atmosphere of joy in the sharings. Moreover, 
we had the privilege of witnessing the per­
petual commitment of a Taize brother from 
Portugal.

During the following days, we discovered 
other celebrated places of prayer and pil­
grimage and thus had the opportunity to 
partake in the prayers of men and women 
who have chosen the contemplative life. We 
prayed and chatted with them in Vezalay, 
Taize, Carmel-de-la-Paix (Mazille), Carmel 
de Montmartre (Paris) and, for some, at the 
Carmel de Lisieux. We were touched to 

have been welcomed into their monastery and to have 
realized to what extent they are attuned to the happen­
ings of our contemporary world. These contemplative 
men and women witnessed to a life totally centered on 
the essential. They reminded us, as St. Exupery expressed 
so well, that one only rightly sees well with the heart and 
that the essential is invisible to the eyes. At the Carmel-de- 
la-Paix (Mazille), the ceremony of final profession of a reli­
gious from Hong Kong deeply impressed us.

Whether in the diocese of Chartres or that of Paris, we 
felt heartily welcomed by the families with whom we 
stayed and by the parishioners in the different churches 
we visited. Deep bonds of friendship formed among the 
participants will live on in our hearts. Called from all 
nations to live fraternity together, we truly belonged to 
one and the same family.

In Paris, the highest point of our experience was that 
of the prayer vigil with John Paul II at Longchamps. On 
that occasion, the Pope baptized and confirmed ten 
young people from different countries. On the stage was 
a large luminous cross that changed colours throughout 
the Paschal Vigil celebration. Before leaving us, the Holy 
Father invited us to continue to pray and reminded us to 
take some sleep. It was quite a touching sight - that of 
hundreds of thousands of young people from all over the 
world praying together in this open space, not only under 
the shimmering stars, but most expecially under this lumi­
nous giant cross! This experience is still very vivid in my 
memory. Like the disciples after the Resurrection, we have 
been sent along different paths of the world to go and 
proclaim the Good News that God is always with us till 
the end of the world. With hearts overflowing with joy 
and gratitude, we continue to recall the magnificent WYD 
of France. □



CANADA

My Friend Gengis

By Léa Nelson, M.I.C.

Gengis is a happy 10-year-old boy.
His openness, his outgoing personality 
and determination are admirable. He 

knows how to make friends and keeps in 
touch with them. Sr. Léa, M.I.C. of Haiti, 
has a special place for him in her heart.

She tells us why!

Since nearly three years, I've been 
involved in missionary animation in Quebec. 
Along with Gisèle Vachon, M.I.C., I take off 
on rounds of parishes and schools. It was 
during one of these long missionary trips 
that I met Gengis and we became friends.

During
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trip to Baie-Comeau, I was 
invited to meet 
the students of 
Gengis* 1 school. I 
mentioned God's vast dream to 
gather all children in one family. 
I likewise related how our 
Foundress, Délia Tétreault, wel­
comed women of different 
nationalities so that God's lovely 
dream might come true. I told 
the school children that when
we go out of our way to bring 

joy and happiness to others, we 
are missionaries like Jesus. This period of sharing was fol­
lowed by the Our Father in Créole. The young ones were 
without prejudice and gave me a fine welcome perme­
ated with warmth and openness. I discovered within 
them rich soil open to welcome the Gospel.

At church on Sunday, I gave the homily for the feast 
of Pentecost. After the Mass, Gengis came to congratu­
late me saying: Your work is beautiful, Léa. It is quite inter­
esting to hear you speak. How I would like to offer myself 
to become a collaborator for your magazine LE PRÉCURSEUR!
I handed him a few copies having in mind to make Délia 
Tétreault and her missionary work in different 
countries better known. Since then, Gengis has 
been participating in our promotion work. He is 
eager to find subscriptions and he writes about 
his experience as a collaborator.
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Gengis Grenier and his Mom

I'm glad to share with you one of his letters. 
Therein you meet Gengis, full of enthusiasm, ever 
so eager to be helpful. His openness and love for 
missionaries have helped him find his very own 
way of transmitting and sharing the message. I 
am proud to have him as a friend! □

MISSIONARY INTENTIONS
JANUARY 1998

May the progress and development of the peoples of Africa be 
achieved through justice, fraternity and peace.

FEBRUARY 1998
May young Christian communities find qualified and competent 

formators for seminaries and higher education centers.
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1. The children of Haiti are happy

because ________________________________________

2. Annick and Véronique who met them are happy

because ________________________________________

3. Guy, Mathieu and Sébastien, who set out to live with 

the Mangyan people are happy

because ________________________________________

4. The Mangyan people, who are meek and peaceful 

are happy

because ________________________________________

5. The young people who gathered in Paris to pray and 

reflect together are happy

because ________________________________________

Many happy events happen in your own home.

Write down your discoveries.

6. __________________________________ are happy

because ________________________________________

7. ___________________________________ are happy

because ________________________________________

Service national Mond-Ami, Montreal 
Amigo, January-February 1990 

Adaptation and publication authorized

Send us the phrases you have found. We look forward to 
hear from you! Well be waiting for you with 

PINK FLAKE and WHITE FLAKE.
Here is our address:

MIC MISSION NEWS 
P.O. BOX 157 

Stn Laval-des-Rapides 
Laval, QC H7N 4Z4
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AT THE START OF THE NEW YEAR 1998,
OFFER A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION.

Photo : E. Plamondon. M.I.C.

TO HELP SUPPORT 
THE MAGAZINE:

□ DONATION: : __________________
Receipt: Yes CH No d

N.B. Tax receipts issued for donations only, not 

for subscriptions. THANK YOU

CH $ 8 1 year d $ 10 Support

d $15 2 years d $ 20 Support

d $23 3 years d $ 30 Support

d $15 1 YEAR USA AND OTHER COUNTRIES

Published five (5) times a year.

MIC MISSION NEWS 

P.O. Box 157 
Stn Laval-des-Rapides,

Laval, QC Canada H7N 4Z4

NAME:

ADDRESS: APT.:

POSTAL CODE: TEL: ( )

A special card will be sent in your name.

NAME:

ADDRESS: APT.:

POSTAL CODE: _______________________________________ —TEL.: ( )

PRAYER INTENTIONS

TWO MASSES ARE OFFERED EACH WEEK FOR YOUR INTENTIONS,
FOR YOUR FAMILY AND FOR YOUR DEAR DEPARTED ONES.

TO CONTACT THE MISSIONARY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

CANADA:
The Generalate and Mission Procure
121 Maplewood Avenue 
Outremont, QC Canada 
H2V2M2 Tel.: (514) 274-5691

Missionary Animation Center
314 St. Catherine Road 
Outremont, QC Canada 
H2V2B4 Tel.: (514)495-1551

Office of the Délia Tétreault Cause
100 Place Juge Desnoyers 
Pont-Viau, Laval, QC Canada 
H7G1A4 Tel.: (514)663-6460

AFRICA:
Provincial House
P.O. Box 47,
Mzimba, Malawi, Central Africa

HERE ARE A FEW ADDRESSES: 
CUBA:

Calle 33, No 3409 - Entre 34 y 36 
Playa, Ciudad de la Habana 
Cuba, 12100

HAITI:
Maison Provinciale (Delmas)
C.P. 1085,
Port-au-Prince, Haïti, Les Antilles

HONG KONG:
Provincial House
Good Hope Convent 
381 Jat's Incline 
Kowloon, Hong Kong

JAPAN:
Provincial House
8-13-16 Fukazawa, Setagaya Ku 
Tokyo 158, Japan

MADAGASCAR:
Maison Provinciale
Lot 11 -J-4 bis, Ivandry 
Antananarivo, Madagascar 101

PHILIPPINES:
Provincial House
P.O. Box 468, 1502 Greenhills 
Metro Manila, Philippines

SOUTH AMERICA:
Casa Provincial
Francisco de Orellana 338 
Lima 5, Peru, América del Sur

TAIWAN:
Provincial House
30, Lane 148,
Fu Hsing South Road, Section 2 
Taipei 106, Taiwan, R.O.C.
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PUBLICATION OF
THE MISSIONARY SISTERS
OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
MAILING ADDRESS:

MIC MISSION NEWS
P.O. BOX 157,
SIN LAVAL-DES-RAPIDES 
LAVAL, QC CANADA 
H7N 414

,-------------- ,
! Please check your address. Thank you!\
i__________________________________________________________________ i

The expiration date of your 
subscription appears above 
your address. We wish to 
remind you to renew your 
subcription two months before 
the expiration date.
Please write your 
subscription number on all 
correspondence.

SÉL.

Mathieu Bouchard and young Mangyans, Siapo, Mindoro, Philippines

We are young... we harbour a dream 
of a caring world and of a Church open to change.
But fulfiling this dream demands a change of heart.

The future of our precious legacy rests upon our gift of sell 
prayer and humility revealed in our day-to-day life.
We recommend that from now on, in anticipation 
of the jubilee Year 2000, today's youth become 

channels of the peace of Christ.
Delegates to the 6th International Youth Forum, Palaiseau, France

Are you interested in the religious or lay missionary life?

Do YOU WISH TO DISCERN THE LORD'S CALL WITHIN YOU?
Contact the Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception.
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