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Reasons to Celebrate!
This is a special issue because the occasion is special. We invite you 

to journey with us, back to the humble beginnings of our Community, 
the Institute of the Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception.

We want you to see the wonderful works of Cod that unfolded in the life 
of our Foundress, Délia Tétreault. We want especially to share with you 
our deep joy over a very significant event: Délia Tétreault was officially 

proclaimed Venerable by Pope John Paul II on December 18, 1997.
This is also an opportunity to thank You, our faithful friends, whose 

prayers, support and generosity have made our Community's journey 
in mission not just a dream but a reality.

Full of audacity and creativity, Délia Tétreault lived her missionary 
vocation, being well aware that love goes a long way. She actualized 
her mission as a service entrusted to her by Mary, an apostolate that 
would be the expression of her ardent love of God and neighbour, 
and a return of thanksgiving to the Source of all gifts. A marvelous 

blending of the Marian dimension, thanksgiving and mission!

Délia Tétreault gave an unprecedented impulse to missionary activity 
in Quebec, both through the works of the Holy Childhood and the 
Propagation of the Faith. Then, in 1920, she launched a missionary 

magazine, LE PRÉCURSEUR; in 1923, she published an English edition,
THE PRECURSOR. The Bulletin, as she conceived it, would contribute 
to creating an apostolic movement in Canada and would give rise to 

numerous missionary vocations. She also hoped to inform families and 
friends regarding the work of her Sisters at home and in other countries 

and to solicit financial help for the missions. And it was always thus.
This year, the English edition, known since 1974 as MIC MISSION NEWS, 

is celebrating an important milestone - its presence here and abroad 
for three-quarters of a century!

From the very start, Délia Tétreault tried to obtain the participation 
of the laity in her work. In the hearts of the M.I.C. Sisters, this desire 

to maintain a missionary spirit through the collaboration of lay people 
remains alive and promising. Today, in 13 countries of the world, 

M.I.C.s of different nationalities move into the future with confidence. 
With joy, they continue to share the message of faith, hope and love 

contained in the rich legacy Délia Tétreault has left for our time.

The Spirit is calling us to articulate anew the Good News and 
to witness concretely to it in our lives. There is much to work with - 

the vision and legacy of our Foundress, the precious lessons of the past, 
a dynamic commitment to the present, an abiding trust in the Holy Spirit. 

Délia Tétreault's joy, also our own, is yours. May our celebration 
prompt us ever more to give thanks! □

Ma. Anthea Raso, M.I.C.



Glance 
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.arieville, Quebec, February 4, 1865. There was an entire 
young family to greet Délia at her birth. The household already 
counted six children. Délia arrived in the company of a twin 
brother, Roch. Though he seemed strong and healthy, the baby 
boy lived only seven months while Délia, though very frail, will 
die at the age of 76. She was but 2 years old when her mother 
died. Entrusted to her aunt Julie, her mother's sister, and to her 
uncle Jean Alix, her godfather, Délia quickly became the joy of 
this childless home.

From the time of her childhood, God inspired Délia with 
great desires and a great love. She was barely 10 years old when 
she began delving with great joy and delight into the mission­
ary narratives of old magazines of the Holy Childhood and of 
the Propagation of the Faith. She even had dreams about them. 
One day, she saw an immense field of wheat ready for the har­
vest, and behold! the ears of wheat changed into heads of chil­
dren. She was impressed by the visit of missionaries in her 
parish. The call to the foreign missions rang in her heart. But 
how could she hope to become a missionary when there was 
no missionary religious community of women in this country?

At the age of 18, hearing the Lord's call, she applied for ad­
mission to the Carmel of Montreal. She was not accepted, un­
doubtedly because of her frail health. She presented herself to 
the Grey Nuns of St-Hyacinthe and was admitted. While she 
was a postulant in this Community, God sounded another call 
to her, an unforeseeable one this time. She understood that she 
should later found a Community of women missionaries and 
also work towards the foundation of 
a similar Community of men. A few 
months later, an epidemic forced her 
to return home, where she remained | 
for seven years. In those years of I 
searching, she had a profound expe-1 
hence: the Holy Spirit made known to | 
her that He would lead her. I

At age 25, the idea of the missions 
still haunting her, Délia then left for 
Montreal. For 10 years she worked in 
an organization for the poor directed 
by Fr. Almyre Pichon, SJ. This priest | 
counted on her to found a secular |
Institute. Meanwhile, around 1893, a 
missionary priest asked her to come and 
help him at his mission in Africa. The 
eve before the departure, she fell seri­
ously ill, and her dream fell apart. Later, 
seeing that Délia persisted in her idea for

Délia at age three with her sister and brother

the missions, Fr. Pichon asked her to leave the group. She was 
35 years old, alone and without any support. To whom could 
she turn? She spoke of her project with a priest, Fr. Gustave 
Bourassa, who accepted to guide her in a new attempt: the 
foundation of an Apostolic School to recruit and train mis­
sionaries for women Congregations. This was in the year 1900. 
In the following years, the project to found a missionary 
Congregation is shelved, but in 1902, that of the Apostolic 
School took shape. In 1904, the group already counted 14 
members. Then things began to happen all at once. Fr. Bourassa 
died. Bishop Bruchési who was in Rome at the time, spoke to 
the Pope about the nascent foundation. The Pope encouraged

..... nil---- him to support the new Work. On
November 30, 1904, Pope Saint Pius X 
elevated it to the status of religious 

i Congregation, giving it the name of 
| Society of the Missionary Sisters of the 

Immaculate Conception.

Délia is finally authorized to found 
the missionary Institute she had en­
visioned more than 20 years ago. 
After years of uncertainty and grop­
ing her way around, she received a 

* very clear response from God. She is 
now certain that it is the work He 
wants. With a tenacity and an au­
dacity that astonish us yet, Délia de- 

M voted herself totally to the project 
; that God asked her to realize. □

Céline Gauvin, M.I.C.

Délia and her adoptive parents, 1879



Listening to Itnesses. ..
Some valuable pages have been written by witnesses concerning the influence of the life 
and activity of Délia Tétreault. They bring to light her profound dynamism and prolong 

the great inspiration that visited her. Here is what we have gathered.

D
ecember 1938! Délia had 

been paralyzed five years. 
She sent her wishes to Archbishop 

Paul Bruchési of Montreal on the oc­
casion of his 60 th year in the priest­
hood. Having witnessed the founda­
tion of the Community of the 
Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate 
Conception, he knew Délia Tétreault. 
He saw the mustard seed thrown in 
the ground become a strong tree 
flowing with sap. He wrote to her:

(...) What a long way you have come 
since your foundation! Your houses have 
multiplied as though by a miracle. 
Generous hearts have eagerly come to you. 
Your missions enjoy prosperity every­
where. Our people have been noble and 
generous to you. The Church loves and 
blesses you. Among our holy missionaries, 
you are of the first rank. May Heaven keep 
looking upon you with love and pour its 
choicest blessings on you and your great

É1Ü1

Heroic times when the M.I.C.s embarked 
for life. Departure for China. 1932

works. It is amid suffering so generously 
accepted that you contemplate the ad­
mirable achievements of your religious 
family. May the Lord continue to sustain 
and protect you, and may He restore your 
strength, if such is His will.

Délia yearned for God with her 
whole being. She constantly and at 
times laboriously sought to respond 
to His calls. This constant, extraordi­
nary desire was expressed in a multi­
tude of ways. In the 60's, an M.I.C. of 
the early days, Sr. Imelda Robitaille, 
also testified to this.

Overwork and insomnia, which were 
customary to her, hardly did her any good; 
yet her courage never wavered, no obsta­
cle could stop her when she was convinced 
that the good Lord wanted something. Her 
spirit of faith, her confidence in Divine 
Providence were so fervent and deep that 
they overflowed on us and, somehow,

electrified us ... It took a woman of this 
caliber to launch a new work in Canada 
without having any material resources 
and despite such a frail health. Dr. Aubry, 
who had been her physician for a long 
time, would say that only one of the ill­
nesses she had (lung and heart diseases) 
could kill her in no time. But then, where 
did she draw the insights and the energy 
that enabled her to realize, during her 
eventful life, such an extensive and amaz­
ing work? Undoubtedly from the Holy 
Spirit to whose guidance her whole life 
was submitted.

Fr. Marie-Bernard Martelet, a 
French Trappist, became acquainted 
with Délia Tétreault through the 
M.I.C. Sisters of Malawi, Africa. His 
letters to us and two articles pub­
lished in a review on Marian spiritu­
ality eloquently speak of the sense of 
awe with which he was inspired by 
Délia's life... Concerning the steps

m Ê0ât. Jm

Mother Marie du Saint-Esprit 
| and young women of the 
\ Apostolic School. Montreal, 1906

In the countryside of Canton. 
A mobile clinic with some students 

of our school. China, 1924



taken for the beatification of our 
Foundress, he wrote:

This is not a matter of prestige or vain­
glory. It is rather the duty to recognize the 
presence and action of God in the spirit­
ual journey of Délia for the foundation of 
the Community of the Missionary Sisters 
of the Immaculate Conception. Her com­
munity must spread the missionary spirit 
of thanksgiving throughout the world. For 
the daughters of Délia, thanksgiving is 
not only a state of the soul, it is a duty, 
a mission to be carried out: to awaken 
among the Christian people the awareness 
of the necessity to give thanks. It is a fact, 
Christians know how to ask God for 
favours, but they forget to give Him 
thanks. (...)

Bishop Gilles Ouellet, P.M.E. came 
to know Délia Tétreault through the 
influence of her apostolic works. He 
showed the impact of the zeal she dis­
played in getting Canada to join in 
the missionary thrust of the Church 
of the 20th century.

Délia Tétreault, Mother Marie du 
Saint-Esprit, was sent by the Lord at a 
specific moment in the history of the 
Church in Quebec and in Canada. She 
made the Church of Quebec aware of her 
own responsibility, as people of God - a

collective responsibility to be missionary 
in foreign lands and to develop within 
herself a missionary spirit. In my view, 
this was a call of the Spirit, a gift to the 
Church of Quebec (...) Her sense of the 
mission of a missionary Church, with a 
missionary spirit at home and also a 
missionary spirit that expands and 
spreads throughout the world, had to 
come from such farsightedness as can 
only be inspired by the Holy Spirit.

Fr. Léo-Paul Bourassa, a Jesuit spir­
itual director, , who died in 1979, has 
extensively scrutinized and admired 
the spirit of our Foundress. He wrote:

Thus directed by the Holy Spirit, 
Délia Tétreault found herself thinking, 
acting, reacting and loving in the man­
ner of Our Lord. What I especially wish 
to emphasize is that her spirit of 
thanksgiving, joy and gratitude was not 
something she simply imagined or in­
vented; it was the very foundation of 
her life, as it was the very foundation 
of the life of Christ. Thanksgiving that 
comes to fruition finds its expression in 
the missionary apostolate. It is obvious 
from her response of love that she had 
received from the Holy Spirit a most 
vivid experience of God's love for her ... 
hence a response of joy, thanksgiving 
and service.

■V.r.
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A Mission Workroom at 
the Mother House. 
Outremont, 1938.
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Renowned historian and poet, 
Benoît Lacroix, O.P., studied the life of 
Délia. With the passing years, he con­
tinued to bring to light the inspiration 
he discovered in our Foundress.

What strikes me, now that I have 
learned more about Délia Tétreault, is her 
prophetic charism. From a historical per­
spective, it is amazing to hear her speak in 
a prophetic way of international mission­
ary activity. What is even more surprising 
is that she devoted herself to thanksgiving 
and to the Holy Spirit decades before these 
themes became popular in the West - and 
that greatly influenced the Eucharist (...) A 
theological spirituality and, at the same 
time, a penchant for thanksgiving despite 
countless difficulties.

(...) An aspect of Délia Tétreault's 
spirituality - a spirituality that is very 
modem, very post-Vatican, very liturgi­
cal, very prophetic - is her spirit of 
thanksgiving. Believe me, she has taken 
all! I, myself am in thanksgiving because 
of Délia Tétreault.

François X. Courteau, nephew of 
the Foundress, recalled his memories:

It is as though I see this aunt, Mother 
Marie du St-Esprit, of delicate health, al­
ways concerned with her work to be

111 ^
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A group of retreatants, Outremont, 1949. 
The project of retreats for women and young girls began in 1911.
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Religious of 
Our Lady of the 
Rosary, a local 
Community 
accompanied by 
the M.I.C.s from 
the outset of their 
foundation. 
Szepingkai, 1940

founded; I see her again, quite simple, of 
unequaled modesty and charity in her 
words and in her actions; combining gen­
tleness with firmness, and especially her 
great confidence in Divine Providence: at 
my age, I thought so much faith was a 
strange thing ... / experienced all the 
kindness and caring of this good aunt to­
wards her large family; but the best page 
in my memories, and the most comfort­
ing, was when at a time of trial she came 
and recited the Rosary with those in at­
tendance at the death of my wife. I was 
impressed by so much confidence and 
faith; it was as though she had just lost 
her own mother. For a whole hour, she 
gave me, I would say, a private audience 
in my boudoir. She spoke to me about 
the will of God, about the meaning, ne­
cessity and merit of suffering, about the 
strength of the Holy Spirit, and she con­
veyed to me her confidence in God's holy 
Providence. She made me accept this trial 
and gave me that courage which has 
never failed me for the past 35 years.

For Antoinette Rayneault, M.I.C., 
who died in 1990, hope was the inte­
rior rock on which Délia constantly 
rested and from which she leapt into 
action; she never relied on herself or 
counted merely on human resources. 
Her confidence was in God, in the

faithfulness and patience of His love, 
which knows how to bring to success­
ful completion the plan He has made.

She had such great confidence in 
Providence; she expected all things from 
Providence; she counted on Providence, 
who would inspire her, as events un­
folded, what needed to be done. She was 
most respectful of the will of God, she 
worshipped it! Therefore, she would not 
deviate from this will; so much so that 
at the beginning of the foundation she 
would say, Dear Good Master, - this is 
how she often called the good Lord, - tell 
me what you expect of me: is it an 
Apostolic School, is it an Institute de­
voted to the missions, is it something 
else? Tell me, I want to do your will.

Deceased in 1996, Anne-Marie 
Magnan, M.I.C., knew Délia Tétreault 
intimately. She was her private secre­
tary before becoming a Councillor and 
Secretary General in 1931, therefore, 
ten years before the death of the 
Foundress. Her testimony, which is 
rigorously exact, cannot be called into 
question.

She was humble of heart and pro­
foundly grateful to God; is there any 
need to mention this when we know that

Setting out to visit the sick, 
Mandchuria

she devoted her Community to thanks­
giving? Her discretion, which was all out 
of charity, was that of the saints. Her de­
sire to know the will of God and to do 
it at all cost, her prudence and her lively 
faith evidenced in her works, her un­
worldliness, her spirit of prayer and her 
habitual state of recollection, her fiery 
zeal for the interests of her dear good 
Master, as she loved to call Him in pri­
vate, her sincerity which excluded any 
affectation in speech or behaviour, her 
motherly kindness, exempt of weakness, 
toward her Daughters, and lastly the 
constant and, at times, heroic practice of 
all these virtues give me an assurance 
based on Christian hope that Mother 
Marie du Saint-Esprit has conquered the 
kingdom of the Blessed.

Some serious problems arose in the 
Community. They gave rise to many 
questions among the generations of 
the Daughters of Délia Tétreault. Here 
is the testimony of people who have 
questioned the M.I.C.s on this matter 
during the Diocesan Inquiry on the 
virtues practised by our Foundress.

We succeeded with some difficulty in 
getting a perception of the problems that 
occurred in the Community, because the 
discretion required by the Foundress con­
cerning those painful events was manda­
tory. One thing, however, remains cer­
tain for all the Missionaries of the 
Immaculate Conception, that is: Délia 
Tétreault suffered terrible trials which 
could have destroyed anyone, but her life 
of faith enabled her to resist all storms. 
The Sisters knew that their Foundress 
was experiencing serious problems, but 
they did not know what they were and 
they saw with their own eyes how their 
Venerable Mother stood firm with an un­
shakable faith. □
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GACY TO BE SHARED
By Pauline Longtin, M.I.C.

To collect in the letters and mementos of Délia Tétreault the legacy that makes our Community alive. To interview 
the people who knew her. To write and have others write about Délia. To highlight her spirituality. To take on 

the challenge of presenting to Rome the request for the canonization of Délia and to go through the long process 
of her official recognition as Venerable. It took a woman such as Pauline Longtin, M.I.C., to direct these important 

projects for more than 16 years and to bring them to realization. Our family heirloom has been 
in good hands, and still today, Sr. Pauline continues to bring out its worth.

T n the foreword of his biography on Délia 
/ Tétreault, historian Yves Raguin, S.J., writes:

A. Understanding Délia Tétreault is important, be­
cause at the end of the 19th century and at the be­
ginning of the 20th, she had a vision of the univer­
sal Church that was ahead of her times. What 
matters, too, are her deep motivations that flowed 
from the working of the Spirit, who inspired her in 
all her works and all along her existence. Hence the 
need for anyone wishing to learn from her to 
keep going deeper into the content of her spir­
itual testament.

A Bequeathed Treasure ...
When we speak of an inheritance, one that 

must today be made to yield profit, we obvi­
ously speak of assets which the author of the for 15 years. 
will owned, for one cannot give what one
does not have. The legacy of Délia Tétreault, as a whole, Immaculate Mother (...) The Blessed Virgin inspired our apos- 
is quite specific - it is a spirituality of thanksgiving which tolate among non-Christians as an external means of mani-

Délia did not invent thanksgiving, 
nor the mission, nor devotion to 
Mary. Surely not! The Bible is full of 
expressions of thanksgiving. The mis­
sion dates back to the time of the 
prophets and Jesus was the missionary 
par excellence. As to devotion to Mary, 
this is retraced back to the Church of 
the third century. Délia thus did not in­
vent any of this. But, as far as I know, 
it is the first time in the Church that 
one finds these three dimensions of 
thanksgiving, of mission and commit­
ment in the manner of Mary reunited in 
a single spirituality and this is the orig­
inality of Délia Tétreault. She has truly 
innovated, says Fr. Paolo Molinari, 
S.J., theologian in charge of present­
ing to Rome the request for the 
beatification of our Foundress.

is both Marian and missionary: The main raison d'être of festing our gratitude, 
our Society is truly thanksgiving in union with our

,y <

Délia's dream continues to open hearts to the vast horizons of the mission. 
France Philie, M.I.C., in charge of the Délia Tétreault Centre

LE PRÉCURSEUR

shares her love for Africa, where she has been on mission

■-GesiiSt.
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A Treasure that was First Received ...
Where had such a clear vision come from to Délia, that 

caused her to state with conviction the main raison d'être 
of the missionary Institute she had founded? It had come 
from a deep spiritual experience, from a coming to aware­
ness that had enraptured and confirmed her in her great 
journey: God has given us everything, even His own Son: what 
better way to repay Him ... than to give Him children, chosen 
ones, who also will sing of His goodness forever and ever. May 
our entire lives then be, through prayer, sacrifice and work, a 
perpetual hymn of gratitude for ourselves and for all those who 
forget to thank the One to whom they owe everything.

What Treasure?
Here is the great secret of the Venerable Délia: dazzled 

by the lavish and freely-given love of her God who has 
given us everything, a love which she received in awe, she 
wanted, like Mary of the Magnificat, to render grace for 
grace and to tell this Good News to everyone. Yes, she 
had contemplated and meditated at length on this mys­
tery of the love of God our Father, to the point of ex­
claiming one day: When I stop and think that God loves me 
divinely in spite of my deep wretchedness, I feel that I am the 
happiest creature in the world ... and you too, my sisters, be 
happy, for He fills us with grace!

To radiate that which makes us alive. This directive is 
found time and time again in her correspondence with 
her missionaries. To the Sisters of China, in 1917, she 
wrote: What can be better than to give others happiness and 
God's love? Yes, lavish these divine gifts. Délia, therefore, 
did not content herself with savouring her experience of 
God's love, she drew others to follow her in her ardent 
desire to communicate this love to people of all races and 
nations.

: :
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Maria Christina Pulido, M.I.C., Cuban, (r.) makes Délia Tetreault known.

Young people from the Dominican Republic 
visit the Délia Tétreault Centre.

As was the case for Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus, with 
whom she had obvious spiritual connections, the thought 
that God was her Father banished all fear from Délia 

Tétreault and incited her to confidence and self­
surrender. She was sure of the attentive presence 
and loving care of the One who feeds the birds of 
the air and watches over the grass of the field and 
she often used these expressions in her letters. 
Because of this unshakable conviction, she was 
able to write to her sisters of Shek Lung in 1916: 
If we ever came to understand this truth that Our Lord 
is all at once our Father, our Mother, our Friend, the 
One in whom we find everything (...) how happy our 
lives would become! For Délia, then, seeing God as 
a Father did not mean accepting domination, it 
meant receiving love and that was the secret of 
her peace and of her joy.

A Treasure to be Shared ...
In her spiritual testament, Délia Tétreault 

gave us a valuable and eminently practical mes­
sage: How to give thanks, how to repay God who 
gave us everything, how to render grace for grace 
like Mary. God gave us everything, we must in turn 
give to Him. This is not simply a matter of say­
ing the words THANK YOU. God gave us His 
Son, Délia wanted, in turn, to give Him other 
sons, other daughters ... And why? The purpose

9



of mission is very important and Délia expressed this 
clearly: she wanted to give God children who, having re­
ceived the Good News of Jesus who came to save them, 
may sing to the goodness of God forever and ever. Song is the 
expression of joy, happiness, and this is what Délia invited 
us to communicate to whomever we meet on our way: be­
ing devoted to gratitude, it is our duty to give joy, to bring oth­
ers to thank the Good Lord, which is better done when one is 
happy. She kept repeating to her sisters: Make a resolution 
to give each day the alms of a 
little joy.

Thanksgiving, joy, happi­
ness, mission ... The first 
praise to God is to be happy, 
thus André Sève tells us.
Fr. Larranaga goes on in the 
same vein: We must sow the 
seed of peace and hope in the 
world. Life was given us to be 
happy and to make others 
happy and we make others 
happy to the extent that we 
ourselves are. God our Father 
placed us in a garden - shall 
we transform this garden into 
a valley of tears by our lack of 
faith, love and wisdom?

Délia extends to us the 
same invitation: Spread joy 
abundantly! In 1926, she 
wrote to her missionaries of 
Vancouver: Fight against 
sadness and melancholy. Joy 
is one of the fruits of the Holy 
Spirit; joy is sunshine; what 
would become of us if the good

M./.C. Sisters at a liturgical celebration
(I. to r.): Chicko Uchimara, Japanese, Mary Hsu,
Chinese and Monique Cloutier, Canadian

Lord had not given us His beautiful sun to shine for us and 
warm us up? She similarly wrote to those in Japan: foy is 
the sunshine without which one withers in life.

What can be Better?
Pope John Paul II reminds us that in our Church, at the 

dawn of the year 2000, we need dynamism, audacity and cre­
ativity in order to give rise to new evangelization projects, that 
our Church may become real Good News. Projects, I would

say, that respond to the prompt­
ing of the Spirit and to the needs 
of our times. There is a need to 
lift the veil of gloom that covers 
our world, to give it hope and 
joy again by helping it to know 
and recognize the presence of 
God as Creator and Father; the 
presence of God who is the 
source of that joy which no one 
can take away from us. Then the 
world will be able to sing, or 
sing again to the goodness of God 
as we are invited to do by Délia 
whom the Church has acknowl­
edged as a source of inspiration 
and a dynamic example for the 
Christian people, by declaring 
her VENERABLE.

Therefore, in order to live by 
the spiritual legacy of Délia 
Tétreault and by her charism of 
Marian and missionary thanks­
giving, why not make our own 
her so often repeated invita­
tion: What can be better than to 
give others happiness and God's 
love! □

A PLANNED GIFT ^
A PART FOR THE MISSION

For the benefit of the Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception:

s

BEQUESTS IN YOUR WILE 
LIEE ANNUITIES 
provide you with a lifelong income 
enable you to reduce your taxes 
provide you a way to help our missionaries 
effectively

LIFE INSURANCE
allows you to help generously without
prejudice to the interest of your family.
It is a capital paid after your death by your 
insurance company.
Your contribution, in the form of insurance 
premiums, is deductible from your taxable 
revenue as a charitable donation.

WE WELCOME 
ALL REQUESTS 

FOR INFORMATION

Write to us:

Mission Procure 
Missionary Sisters of the 
Immaculate Conception 
121, Maplewood Avenue 
Outremont, QC Canada 

H2V2M2

Telephone:
(514) 274-5691

Fax:
(514) 274-3298

Name:

Address: Apt.:

Code:

Date of birth:

Telephone: ( )

HEARTFELT TIEVVIiS
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By Michelle Payette, M.I.C.

The future depends on the decisions we moke today. To move towards the future, one needs to assess the present 
situation and choose among several possible courses of action. In the case of a missionary Community that has lived 
through a century and has been all over the world, many challenges are to be faced. Last October, two international 
M.I.C. meetings were decisive in this regard. Sr. Michelle Payette, Secretary General, reports to us on these events.

M.I.C. Sisters 
of different 
nationalities. 
Michelle Payette 
(3rd row, 2nd r.)

I here are M.I.C. Sisters in 13 countries of the world. 
JL After the example of Délia Tétreault, our Foundress, 
the members of our Community - today more than 750, 
of various nationalities - commit their whole lives to the 
universal mission. And this, simply because the love and 
gratuity of God mark them. Thanksgiving is thus the dy­
namic force behind our missionary vocation.

We have now entered a new era of missionary endeav­
our: a new order of global mission, new agents of the mis­
sion, new possible partnerships, etc. The physiognomy of 
our Community reflects these changes. The international 
character of the Institute, the socio-economic and cultural 
situation of the countries where we are, the number and 
age of the M.I.C. Sisters, the urgent needs of local mis­
sions - all of this has repercussions on our way of living 
the mission. Since 1990, we have engaged in a compre­
hensive Pastoral Plan: Choosing our Future Together. This 
project expresses our priorities about the mission and em­
phasizes planning of personnel, ministries, financial re­
sources and membership formation. Ongoing evaluation 
of this program is a necessity. In the fall of 1997, two 
meetings were held on this subject, one for those in charge 
of M.I.C. religious formation and the other for the provin­
cial superiors.
12

Mission-Oriented
Today, 70 young women from various cultural envi­

ronments are being initiated in the religious missionary 
life. From the time of their entrance, the initial formation 
aims at developing their sense of mission and preparing 
them for a mission abroad. They are also discovering the 
spirituality of our Community and are learning to live it. 
Some important resources are invested in the adequate 
preparation of these candidates. During three weeks, the 
formators coming from different countries evaluated their 
formation programmes and reflected on the future of our 
Institute.

The question of mission outside one's country keeps on 
recurring during the formation process. Those concerned 
are confronted with choices to be made: between apostolic 
audacity and the status quo, between an intense prepara­
tion for mission and putting off the experience in another 
Church till later. The formators must weigh the impact of 
these options on the missionary dynamism of the Church 
and on that of our Community.

Each M.I.C. comes face to face with internationality in 
her lived experience. Over the passing years, there have 
been commitments in this regard: the inclusion of several



nationalities on the General Council, the International 
Scholasticate, the learning of a second language of com­
munication, etc. Between CALLING OURSELVES an inter­
national Institute because of our physical presence in dif­
ferent countries and BECOMING a prophetic international 
religious Congregation, there is a long process of personal 
and communal conversion. The meeting gave the forma- 
tors the opportunity to share and enrich their understand­
ing of this reality. The testimony of Nancy Vy So, M.I.C., 
sheds some light on the challenges and richness of inter­
nationality that many among us are called upon to live:

Whenever someone asks me where I come from, I always feel 
at a loss for words. My story goes like this: I am Chinese, bom 
in the Philippines. I emigrated to Los Angeles when I was 22.
I spent my initial formation years with the M.I.C. Sisters in San 
Francisco. I am now a Canadian citizen and I live my mission 
in Taiwan. In short, I am a child of the universe and the world 
is my home. In 1990, when I was assigned to Taiwan and when 
I was exposed to Chinese literature, Chinese arts and stories, I 
was fascinated by the wisdom of Chinese writings. In my con­
tacts with the people, I started to understand my parents, their 
mentality and the values that they were trying to impart to us. 
I have experienced returning home to my cultural roots. I think 
it is very important for each one to return to her own cultural 
roots so as to be free to move on to another culture. Because I 
have appreciated the beauty of my Chinese culture, I feel that 
I can better appreciate that of other cultures.

Becoming aware of our lived ex­
perience of internationality and 
deepening and sharing the values 
that gather us in the name of Jesus 
open to us new horizons for living 
our mission together. With hearts 
becoming more universal, we can 
then call ourselves an International 
Institute.

To Make Headway in the 
Chosen Direction

From October 12 to 18, 1997, 
the provincial superiors and the 
members of the General Council 
examined the implementation of the Pastoral Plan in each 
Province. This phase provided a broad, international per­
spective of the Institute, making it possible to make on- 
course readjustments. Some persistent concerns were 
brought up: the mission of the Institute, its internation­
ality, the formation of our young sisters, the commitment 
of lay missionaries and the ASMIC. Through these shared 
experiences, we discovered the life, hopes and trials of the 
peoples and Churches with whom we are in solidarity. 
This review of the life of our Community, which we car­
ried out together, spoke to us of young shoots and new 
branches on the M.I.C. tree.

We are ruled by life's events. The best prepared plans are 
no guarantee against surprises. We therefore wondered if 
any new concerns could be added to our plans. A number 
of questions were then put before us. What is the impact

of globalization on the organization of economic, social and 
cultural life in our countries? What is its impact on the 
structures of religious life? Also, concerning the calls of the 
Church in the letter of Pope John Paul II on religious life: 
What renewed service is required of us? What resources do 
we have for responding? We are asked to integrate these 
new concerns, linking them with our priorities.

All that we have today was built with courage and faith 
by our Foundress, Délia Tétreault, and by those who came 
before us. This heritage has inspired our research and our 
sharing. It now prompts us to cross over the threshold of 
the 21st century with confidence and faith, energized by a 
love that knows no boundaries. □

M.I.C. novices 
Philippines

Haitian M.I.C.s 
in festive 
costumes

African novices and 
Yolanda Oducado, 

Filipino M.I.C.

-71
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CANADA

The Same Family! The Same Mission!
v

ASMIC members and M.I.C. Sisters - welcome and dialogue

By Léonie Therrien, M.I.C.

At the turn of the 21st century, we witness a growing membership to the ASMIC, the network of lay people associated 
to the M.I.C. Community. ASMIC members are also in the process of developing closer bonds of solidarity and 

belonging with the M.I.C. Community. Last October 18 and 19, a congress gave the ASMIC of Quebec new vitality 
and opened to them avenues of future commitment and collaboration with us. Sr. Léonie Therrien, one of the pioneers

of the ASMIC group of Laval, tells us about this gathering.

T
he same family! The same mission!

This was the theme of the ASMIC- 
M.I.C. Congress which gathered ap­
proximately 100 ASMIC members 
and nearly 80 M.I.C. Sisters. This 
meeting was quite a family event. For 
the first time in the history of our 
Community, we focused on deepen­
ing our mutual bonds and telling 
each other our mutual expectations 
in the current context of missionary 
activity. The two-day program was 
designed to help us make progress on 
this important point.

Reviewing our Mission
The goal of the first day was to re­

alize that the main actors of evange­
lization in the year 2000 will be the 
laity - that they will work together 
with the priests and religious. With 
Fr. François Lapierre, P.M.E., we saw 
that in this mission, one will have to 
think in terms of unity rather than 
difference, in terms of calls and gifts 
received rather than function. We 
also reflected on the solidity given to 
us by baptism and on the dynamic 
experience of faith. Then, Yvon 
Théroux of the Centre d'information

sur les nouvelles religions (Information 
Centre on New Religions) helped us 
to take a second look at our world, 
at the pluralism of the Quebec soci­
ety, at current beliefs and at the faith 
that must be transmitted. Sr. Pauline 
Longtin, M.I.C., delved with us into 
the content of the spiritual testa­
ment of Délia Tétreault: her Marian 
and missionary spirituality of 
thanksgiving. Our workshop discus­
sions on the writings of Délia 
brought us extraordinary insights 
and strength.

Reviewing our Family Bonds
This Congress urged us to go even 

further. We reviewed our bonds with 
one another as ASMIC and M.I.C. 
One might ask how the M.I.C. Sisters 
view the ASMIC. How do they regard 
their integration in the Community? 
Their presence in the mission? What 
do they expect of the ASMIC? 
Évangéline Plamondon, M.I.C., 
Superior General, was our spokesper­
son on this question. She showed 
how Délia herself laid the founda­
tions of lay cooperation in the Com­
munity. Délia did not merely extend

her hand to the laity to beg for their 
help. We reflected on her way of de­
veloping with these people bonds of 
prayer, friendship, actual commit­
ment ... in short, a kind of M.I.C.-lay 
association. We are continuing in the 
same trend, Sr. Évangéline says. The 
ASMIC participate in the charism and 
mission of the Institute and in the min­
istries that flow from them. The dream 
of Délia herself lives in their hearts. They 
know their ASMIC identity and share 
simply and discreetly the faith they re­
ceived. Their collaboration in the Mis­
sionary Press, their presence among the 
immigrants and their support of the 
sending of lay and M.I.C. missionaries 
are valuable and needed.

Allow me, she adds, to mention two 
of my most cherished dreams: that the 
ASMIC may continue to help us - M.I.C. 
Sisters - to become more and more deeply 
imbued with the spirituality bequeathed 
to us by Mother Délia and that they may 
help us to share it among ourselves and 
with others. My second dream? That the 
ASMIC may experience with us being 
sent to other countries. That after taking 
the time to get sound training, some 
Associates may go with M.I.C. Sisters

14



Bonds are woven between the M.I.C.s and ASMIC members here and abroad.

and live a few years in foreign missions. 
(...) There have been such send-off, such 
experiences; they must not stop. And if I 
may keep on expressing wishes: that the 
ASMIC may grow closer to the young 
people. Young people? Why would the 
ASMIC not help us to find young women 
interested in the M.I.C. life? Since we be­
long to the same family, finding new re­
cruits is a challenge that concerns us all.

Deep Convictions
What about the ASMIC? How do 

they see themselves in this great mis­
sionary family? How do they perceive 
their membership and participation? 
Three complementary approaches 
made it possible to answer these 
questions. Fr. Gaston Pinard, C.S, 
gave a presentation on the identity 
and mission of one who is associated 
to a religious Community. A panel 
discussion followed by workshops 
gave the Associates the opportunity 
to express themselves on their ca 
the M.I.C. charism and on their w; 
of living it out.
- At the early age of five, the Holy 

Childhood awakened in me the sense 
of belonging and solidarity with the 
missionaries. The journey continues 
today ... / have been retired for two 
years. As I was paging through 
LE PRÉCURSEUR, I came upon an ar­
ticle that spoke of the involvement of 
lay people. I asked Sr. Véronique 
Bematchez, M.I.C., if I could be of 
any help. Today, I am involved in my 
parish, I help with the circulation of 
the M.I.C. mission magazines and I 
have taken steps to join the ASMIC. 
Délia Tétreault left me the precious 
legacy of joy and confidence in Divine 
Providence.

Gilles Côté

In 1930, at the M.I.C. house of 
Simard Street in Quebec City, I met 
Délia Tétreault. I was three years old. 
She placed her hand on my head and 
said to me: Will you be as generous 
as your great-uncle? My uncle 
Adolphe Desroches went grocery shop­
ping every Saturday morning for the 
M.I.C.s. God has His plans ... 7 never 
thought I would become associated 
with the M.I.C.s My wife and I share 
the values we discover in the writings 
of Délia at our ASMIC meetings. Her 
faith, her joy, her desire to do the will 
of God, her way of giving thanks to 
the Lord, her concern to live the pre­
sent moment well - all are a source of 
strength and grace for us.

Jacques Demers

Conti
This 

M.I.C. 
We now

Sist

ing the Journey
ngress drew us, ASMIC and 
ers, closer to one another, 
etter recognize what each 

to of us rebresents for the others and 
whatywir mutual responsibilities are. 

ecame aware of the importance of 
belonging to the great M.I.C. family 
and to participate in its life. I also

understood that, no matter what mis­
sion is entrusted to us, whether small 
or great, it is all important in the eyes 
of God. This weekend increased my 
desire for a foreign mission. I came 
out of this Congress with a heart 
burning with love for my mission. I 
feel a greater need to give myself to 
others.

Raymonde Paradis

- Having been an ASMIC member for 
four years, I feel that I want to get 
more involved with the M.I.C. Sisters. 
The Congress made me understand 
the ASMIC's commitment toward the 
M.I.C.s and that of the Sisters to­
wards us. New horizons are yet to be 
opened for a better mutual participa­
tion and understanding. For my part, 
I feel a strong call to alleviate the soli­
tude of the elderly and sick sisters. I 
see the need of a group of volunteers 
to help out in this area.

Claire Latendresse

- Through the M.I.C. Sisters I meet, I 
get in touch with the spirituality of 
the Community, with the missionary 
life and its challenges and with the 
commitment of the Church. The 
Congress was a happy event. It al­
lowed me to share and experience 
closer fellowship with the M.I.C.s. I 
thus came out of it with questions 
concerning my own witness as an 
ASMIC, concerning my commitment 
and my way of living in thanksgiving. 
I want to go further.

Clémence Leblanc

The same mission! The same family!
This, the theme of the congress, has
become a life and a commitment. □

ASMIC members make their commitment during the Congress.
15
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God boo placed in nature

and give thanko!
Délia Tétreault
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WODD AND LIFE
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By Christian Beaulieu

In our life, there is often more shadow than light. But the exceptional moments of 
vivid clarity carry infinite weight and importance. They transform our existence and 

even transfigure it, says Christian Beaulieu. We discover reserves of strength, courage 
and aptitudes to live out the demands of love. The Apostles Peter, fohn and James, 

our Foundress, Délia Tétreault and many others are witnesses of this light 
for each one of us. The Holy Spirit enlightens our lives.

0% élia Tétreault, at the age of twenty, had an 
Ê ■ experience of the Holy Spirit which marked 
W'f her for life. As a result, she became like a 
burning fire. She would have gone to the ends of 
the earth in search of the lost sheep. From then 
on, her courage was equal to anything. She would 
have travelled across the world, through vales and 
mountains, turned heaven and earth upside down, 
to warm up the earth that was getting cold. She 
would have laid down not only her own life, but 
a hundred lives that as many as possible might 
know such happiness.

and hearing it; / appreciate it so much! Here is 
someone who is undergoing a transfiguration! Now 
it is up to us, you and me, to choose: between 
figure and transfigure, between appearance and 
transparence, between the top layer, the surface 
of things and their underside, their depth, between 
the image and the icon ...

Strange, Transfiguring Events in our Lives
The Apostles Peter, James and John had a sim­

ilar experience at the Transfiguration, as recounted 
in Luke 9:28-36. Strange indeed are those events in 
which the glory of God sometimes becomes per­
ceptible, tangible. Events in which we burn with 
divine fire and are consumed by the living flames 
of love. Events in which we see the world and those 
dear to us in a completely different light.

Underneath the distressing disabilities caused by 
an accident, a malformation or a disability may 
hide diamonds of exquisite beauty, which will 
sparkle brilliantly for all eternity. Yet we can dis­
cover their hidden worth, their buried treasure. 
When such insights flash into our existence, hit us 
right in the heart, let us not protect ourselves 
against them. When they storm upon us, as when 
on a voyage aboard a ship our faces are sprayed 
all over by the waves of the sea, let us allow the 
impact of these experiences to shake up our 
lethargy and mark us!

Have you ever experienced such transfigurations 
in your personal lives? I think, for instance, of this 
lady on a visit in a hospital who complained about 
another rainy day. In the very same elevator, a little 
boy with a cancerous brain tumor remarked: Well, 
Madam, if you only knew how happy I am to see 
this rainy day. It is probably my last time seeing

We may be tempted, like Peter on the mountain 
of Transfiguration, to fall into a deep sleep and to 
escape the demands of love. Like him, we perhaps 
want to build our tent and God's with our own 
hands. Like him, we would perhaps prefer not to 
come down from the mountain and carry on the 
struggle that is ours in the plain. How many there 
are among us who would like to win the victory 
without going to the battle field!
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LIGHT

Coming Down from the Mountain
What difference will this experience on the 

mountain make in the life of Jesus ... in that of His 
disciples ... and in ours? All at once no difference 
and all the difference in the world! Of course, here 
and now and in appearance, nothing is changed. 
The reality to be lived through remains the same. 
Yet, everything is changed. From now on, there is 
a hope that changes the way we live our lives. It 
appears as a passing streak of sunshine in an over­
cast sky. It brightens our rainy days. It makes our 
hearts start beating again and we become hopeful 
against all hope.

What can such experiences of sunbursts in the 
cloudy sky of our lives change in our situations? 
What is it that will never be the same? These expe­
riences give us the assurance that, yes, we shall see 
the end of the tunnel and victory is guaranteed. It 
is only a matter of time. When everything seems 
to indicate the opposite, God manifests His con­
stant presence in spite of contrary appearances. 
One of these days and despite everything, sadness 
and grief, suffering and death, will all end in glory. 
Yes, these moments of transfiguration assure us 
that the future looks out towards light. Even if 
there are shadows on the picture of our lives, 
shadows always obey the sun. The only reason 
there are so many shadows is that the light shines 
as never before!

Who Can Tell How Many Stars ... ?
God cannot keep all to Himself people like Délia 

Tétreault, all the witnesses of light and everyone of 
us. Each one is called to bear fruit for the conti­
nuity of the spiritual experience among the rising 
generations. A voice whispers to the heart: What 
was done unto you, do also unto someone else. Or 
again’ Let the river you have become multiply into 
many streams in the hearts of as many people as 
possible.

Every time a person of this type emerges from 
the crowd, the consequences are countless. Who 
can imagine the fruits and the influence such a 
person will have? What trail will this person leave 
behind? Who can tell how many stars will come 
out and shine because of this person in the firma­
ment of our world?

As we see such witnesses on their way, our lives 
will no longer sink into the dark mire of discour­
agement. Decidedly, something will happen in our 
lives when it seemed there was nothing more to 
expect. We shall feel the possibility of all that is 
possible and everyone's heart will start beating 
again as never before. The joyful bells of Easter will 
never ring loud enough to proclaim this Good 
News to the farthest ends of the world! □

Photo: M.I.C., Philippines



Anne-Marie Lavoie

jCANADAj

Mond'Ami (The World, our Friend). What a lovely name for the movement 
which, in Quebec, awakens the children to missionary cooperation and 

solidarity. Working together with the Holy Childhood, known since 1964 as 
Enfance Missionnaire (Missionary Childhood), Mond'Ami ardently keeps going. 

What is it like now, after 25 years? Anne-Marie Lavoie, National Secretary 
of the movement, answers this question with insight and conviction, attentive 

to hail the contribution of one of her worthy predecessors, Délia Tétreault.

y J ond'Ami, its goals and its con- 
_L _Lcerns seem an interesting sub­
ject on which to speak this year as we 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
foundation of this organization. Yet 
how can we speak of the present and 
the future without at least briefly call­
ing to mind its history? How can we 
speak of the work accomplished by 
MondAmi without referring to the ef­
forts of the M.I.C. Sisters, even before 
the inception of MondAmi, to give the 
children a heart without boundaries?

A History Marked by Openness

The Holy Childhood was given a 
new start in Canada as early as 1910 
by Délia Tétreault. This Work showed 
in many respects in our country a char­
acteristic openness. I shall mention 
only two manifestations of this that 
challenged me more especially. First of 
all, openness to the world. Indeed, the 
Holy Childhood and the presence of 
missionary witnesses, the M.I.C. Sisters 
in particular, enabled the children of 
that time to open up to the world, to 
20

hear for the first time about far-away 
and foreign lands and about the peo­
ple who devoted themselves there.

Anne-Marie Lavoie 
National Secretary, Mond'Ami

Then, openness to the evolution of 
society. One only needs to see how, 
in the 60's, the Holy Childhood be­
came l'Enfance Missionnaire and how 
it was able to accept merger with the 
Eucharistic Crusade (a work of the 
Jesuits), which, through a similar pro­
cess, had become Jeunesse en marche 
(Youth on a Journey). In a social con­
text that leaned toward seculariza­
tion, why duplicate the output of en­
ergy to propose similar actions to the 
same children? Why not work to­
gether, Jesuits and M.I.C.s? These 
questions and many others were 
asked at the beginning of the 70's. It 
took courage to look beyond one's 
own work and to accept losing a lit­
tle identity to gain new unity.

With the passing of time, this step 
seems to me quite valuable and it ac­
counts today for the specificity and 
unity of Mond'Ami. Since 1973, 
Mond'Ami continues, in fact, to 
evolve and to work on the basis of the 
objectives inherited from the two 
founding works: openness to the 
world and solidarity in action.

Primary Objectives
The originality of the work of 

MondAmi rests on these two funda­
mental objectives. Twenty- five years 
ago, the world represented things 
and people that were foreign, exotic. 
Today, the same world fills the ev­
eryday life of the children. Just think 
of breakfast, where bananas, kiwis, 
chocolate milk and coffee are com­
monplace foods; or else, of the 
friends of all origins, of the multi­
ethnic classes, of the neighbour­
hoods of our large cities where peo­
ple from every country, language 
and religion live, and finally, of tele­
vision, where the wars and disasters 
of the world are shown as well as 
programs on the different cultures, 
on travel, etc.

In this context, awakening the 
children to the world means enabling 
them to discover the richness of di­
versity and to develop a receptive at­
titude towards it. It also means en­
abling them to get in touch with 
what happens elsewhere starting with 
their own daily lives, their joys, their 
problems and their successes.



In our most interdependent world, 
in which the many forms of electronic 
media are superimposed on mass com­
munication and in which one can in­
stantly find out everything about a sit­
uation, it seems utterly important and 
relevant to develop a sense of solidar­
ity because it somehow sets limits on 
speed. It bids one to take a look, to 
stop and understand, for solidarity 
means taking the other person into 
account, being mindful of who he or 
she is. To educate children in solidar­
ity means, therefore, to help them de­
velop an attitude of respect for and co­
operation with their brothers and 
sisters at home and abroad; it means 
to teach them to know and love these 
brothers and sisters.

A Place for Living
It is the desire of Mond'Ami to be pre­

sent in those places where children are 
gathered. Of course in the school, 
where most of their activities take 
place: either at an event to open the 
new school year, with the whole school 
attending, or in pastoral activities car­
ried out according to an original theme

aimed at raising missionary awareness, 
or as part of a sharing project that al­
lows the children to discover those of 
other countries, or else in small groups 
of children wishing to explore in 
greater depth the subject of solidarity 
and encounter with other people.

does MondAmi propose? Can we still 
speak of mission activity in the 
school? How can we explain the pres­
ence of MondAmi in more than 1200 
schools in Quebec, Ontario, the 
Maritimes and a few French-speaking

MondAmi also has a place in 
the parishes, which are trying 
harder and harder to find a way 
of integrating the children. In 
this pastoral setting, MondAmi is 
mainly present in children's 
clubs, but also as part of cele­
brations or of the follow-up of 
some of the Sacraments of 
Christian initiation.

Relevance for Today
As the world of education 

becomes more and more secu­
lar and a polarization of deeply 
held opinions develops, what

A meeting 
with missionaries 

Silfane Joseph, M.I.C. and j 
Anne-Marie Parent, M.I.C.
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communities of Western Canada?

First of all, the joint planning that 
goes into the choice of themes gives 
rise to a reflection on the current needs 
of children and on the means to be 
taken to reach them in those needs. 
For example, in the year that is now 
ending, we had chosen to work on self­
esteem, which is so necessary to reach 
out to others more effectively. The 
theme, developed through a circus, 
was: Follow your inspiration ... The world 
is waiting for you! The circus, then, was 
a means to promote both self-esteem 
and cooperation. In the coming year, 
we shall suggest that the children be­
come the makers of their own history. 
They will be made aware that they 
have power over their own lives and 
that certain attitudes they adopt and

certain choices they make can trans­
form their lives and build a better 
world. Thus, using stories and narra­
tives, the theme will be: foin the course 
of history ... Write about your hopes!

We are convinced that missionary 
activity cannot be carried out today 
among children in the same way as it 
was 15 or 20 years ago, no more than 
it is carried out in the same way in the 
Church or in society. However, the 
concerns and objectives of Mond'Ami 
are still relevant today. Mond'Ami 
strives to promote the common values 
of children of different cultures or re­
ligions. By proposing values such as re­
spect, peace and solidarity and by al­
lowing the children to discover how 
their Christian faith is lived out in 
their own actions and concerns, we

believe that Mond'Ami contributes to 
their full development.

A Glance into the Future
No doubt, this is a risky glance, 

even if we are not trying to play 
prophet or to tell fortunes. Chances 
are, the objectives as well as the need 
to present animation tools that are 
close to the children's reality will re­
main the same, no matter how dif­
ferent the times may be. The question 
is: will Mond'Ami preserve its capacity 
for openness and adaptation, which 
was so characteristic of the work of 
Délia Tétreault? By always keeping 
children and service at the center of 
its concerns, Mond'Ami will maintain 
its role in the Church and in society 
as an organization aiming at the mis­
sionary education of children. □

175 YEARS YOUNG!
By Éliette Gagnon, M.I.C.

From May '97 to May '98, the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith is celebrating 175 years of 
existence. This event is the occasion for nationwide celebrations in the 144 countries where it exists. It is an 
opportunity to relive the adventure of Pauline-Marie Jaricot, foundress of the organization, and those of the 
missionaries, both past and present. Délia Tétreault, our Foundress, ranks among the pioneers of the Work's 

activity in Canada. Eliette Gagnon, M.I.C., retraces this amazing history and gives us an insight
of a few chapters of the M.I.C. life.

T ts name may seem somewhat old-fashioned, but its 
I heart is not. The Pontifical Society for the 

./.Propagation of the Faith celebrates with joy 
and renewed vitality its 175th year. How can we 
not join the party? This celebration is, in a j 
small way, also mine, and in a bigger way, 
it is ours as Missionaries of the Immaculate 
Conception!

In a Small Way, 
this Celebration is "Mine"

Indeed, from 1991 to 1997, the 
Church entrusted me with the Service of 
Mission Animation at the Centre national 
de la Propagation de la Foi. Those were 
years of grace and fulfilment that I treasure 
and ponder in my heart. Somewhat disori­
ented after twenty-five years of mission in 1 
Cuba, I quickly came to appreciate the great 
gift offered me: the wind blowing from abroad, 
the unlimited horizons, the universal
communion, the teamwork with a Venerable Pauline-Marie Jaricot
wonderful staff and great diocesan (1/99-1862)

directors. In short, the actualization of my M.I.C. voca­
tion in a worldwide outreach.

What I saw and heard, what I experienced 
during my service at the Society for the 

Propagation of the Faith, was already 
present in the mustard seed sown in 
France, in 1822, by its ardent foun­
dress, Pauline-Marie Jaricot. As a 
woman, a young woman with a uni­
versal outlook, Pauline-Marie Jaricot 

! envisioned great things and her gaze 
reached far and deep. Not only did 
she see the missions of France, she 
saw those of the entire worldl Not only 

did she see the priests and religious, she 
saw the baptized everywhere and of every 

walk of life!

Jesus came to reveal a different way of liv­
ing, of loving and of being happy: 
Good News that every human being 
has the right to know (R.M. 8). This



truth, which is better understood today, was already for 
Pauline-Marie Jaricot a deep and overwhelming convic­
tion. She devoted all her strength to making it a constant 
ingredient of the prayer of Christians and a stimulus to 
solidarity with the sister-Churches for the evangelization 
and life of the world. Some are willing to give without 
loving, but no one can love without giving. Hence the 
importance for Pauline to encourage mission animation.

Financially speaking, she suggested simple ways in 
keeping with her times: one penny a week for the work­
ing women of Lyons, whom she organized into groups of 
ten, at first, and then of one hundred. The idea was con­
tagious. Just as the drops of water running toward the 
ocean explain its immensity, thus the widows' mites pour­
ing out of changed hearts gradually evolved into a mas­
sive trend of sharing with the Churches and the poor of 
all five continents. This trend is still ongoing today. I 
have witnessed it myself with great emotion, especially 
on World Mission Sunday and on my animation tours in 
various dioceses.

It is Also "Our" Celebration 
as Missionaries of the Immaculate Conception

Who has not known or heard of the Sisters who used 
to collect donations to help Chinese babies? Many people rec­
ognize, even today, the values of openness, faith, life and 
commitment instilled in their hearts as children by the 
Holy Childhood. It was precisely the success of this Work, 
even during the years of World War I, that prompted 
Bishop Paul Bruchési of Montreal to also entrust to our 
Institute that of the Propagation of the Faith. This was in 
1918. The organization faired poorly; it was little known 

even by those who gave alms to it. The situation 
was the same in the Archdiocese of 

Quebec. The Association of the Propa­
gation of the Faith is practically un­

known in almost half of our 
! parishes. (Cardinal L. N. Bégin,

November 1922).
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Having been 
responsible of the 
Service of Animation 
for the Propagation 
of the Faith, Sr. Éliette 
is now in Cochabamba, 
Bolivia, preparing 
formators to the 
religious life.

Lucette Gilbert, MIC., National Secretary 
of the Propagation of the Faith in Haiti, 

has relaunched missionary animation in the dioceses.

This was an enormous task of universal scope. Délia 
Tétreault, however, had seen many others. Had not the 
Church given her, ten years earlier, the whole world as her 
field of apostolate? She accepted to take up the challenge. 
She began by personally visiting most of the bishops of 
Quebec to interest them in the Work. Meanwhile, the 
Missionaries she had formed went out to hundreds of 
parishes and colleges, held numerous meetings with the 
most diverse groups and raised up a small army of vol­
unteers (designated in those days as zélateurs, zélatrices) 
whose task was to feed the missionary fire in their com­
munities through prayer, information and sharing. Two 
unexpected events occurred, which providentially con­
firmed the intuitions of the foundress and awakened the 
whole Church: the publication, in 1919, of the encycli­
cal Maximum Illud. a strike of the gong officially inaugu­
rating the era of cooperation of all Christendom in the 
universal mission, and, in 1922, the promotion of the 
Propagation of the Faith to the rank of Pontifical Society 
for all the faithful of the world.

With renewed fervour, Délia Tétreault and her Sisters 
(several of whom are still living to attest this) continued 
striving to raise missionary awareness among the people. 
Judging by the results of the mission drives, one of the 
dreams of the foundress came true: to resurrect the Work 
of the Propagation of the Faith in French-speaking 
Canada. She often used to say: Is it not fair that Canada 
should pay her debt of gratitude to the Church for the faith 
she received because of the zeal of the missionaries?

After the Second Vatican Council, the concept of uni­
versal mission changed; our bishops are increasingly as­
suming responsibility for it and a growing number of the 
laity are making a positive commitment to the mission. 
As a result, the practice of mission animation must be 
readjusted accordingly. As daughters of the Church en­
riched by a growing international membership and an al­
most century-old experience, we want to continue, with 
new means, to cooperate with the Work that has been so 
dear to the Institute from its very origins. To the 
Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith we wish 
a happy 175th anniversary and an ever-renewed youth in 
the service of the one Mission! □
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A missionary 
animation team 
(I. to r.j:
Atsuko Sagara, 
M./.C.,
Sr. Jacinto,
Antoinette
Castonguay,

Fr. Lumagod

By Antoinette Castonguay, M.I.C.

In the Philippines, mission animation is on the roll!
Children and adults alike enthusiastically get 

involved in their mission to share the Good News. 
Where does a surge of missionary dynamism 

such as this come from?

m
I he telephone rings. Sister! The whole High 

_f_ School of Holy Cross College of Davao wants to at­
tend the SPOT Convention. We heard that only 100 del­
egates from each school could participate. What if 1,300 
students want to go? Please Sister, allow us all to join the 
group!

What a gush of missionary dynamism among the 
youth of the Archdiocese of Davao, Philippines! A huge 
gathering of young people from ten Catholic High 
Schools was convened to intensify their involvement in 
the work of evangelization. This collaboration is 
brought about through their commitment as members 
of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith (SPOF).

How Open Up to Mission?
Some seven years ago, an M.I.C. Mission Anima­

tion team launched a project to raise the mission 
awareness and commitment destined to Catholic stu­
dents in the Mission of Christ. Three Sisters were ap­
pointed to form an international team. This team 
would be available to offer varied activities to the 
youth: talks, sessions, recollections and seminars on 
their responsibility to share their faith.

The M.I.C. team consisting of Sr. Angelita Villarin, 
Filipina, Sr. Atsuko Sagara, Japanese and Sr. Antoinette 
Castonguay, Canadian, offers information and forma­
tion to adults as well as to students. After five years of 
intense involvement, a Mission Education Committee 
was set up. In the Archdiocese of Davao, the committee
24

comprises a concerted group formed of religious and lay 
persons whose goal is to promote and support the 
Pontifical Mission Societies, particularly the Holy 
Childhood Association (HCA) and the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith.

A Mission Awareness Committee! Why?
Priority is given to the youth. Religion coordina­

tors of each school meet at the beginning of each 
school year to plan the activities of the year. They 
participate in two other meetings during the year to 
plan the annual diocesan conventions of the SPOF 
and of the HCA. Then our M.I.C. Mission Team over­
sees the follow-up and the evaluation of the activi­
ties carried out by these Pontifical Mission Societies.

Mission education is maintained through visits of 
missionaries, specially by those on home leave. 
Audio-visual presentations and teaching modules are 
also available to help the students concretize their



solidarity with less privileged children and with mis­
sionaries. The adults and youth of age 14 and above 
are invited to become members of the SPOF. The 
younger children are introduced to the HCA. Each of 
these organizations has its own annual convention. 
The themes of the convention are highlighted by 
means of activities such as liturgical missionary 
celebrations, pantomimes, interpretative 
dances, games and contests.

Man 'n9 * M'fcy
rvsto

Young people are encouraged 
to open their hearts to the 
large family of God's chil 
dren and we help them to 
understand that they have 
a role to play in sharing 
the Good News. They 
discover the value of 
prayer, of sacrifice and 
of showing concern for 
others. Conscious of the 
needs of other children 
in their country and 
across the world, they com­
mit themselves to help and 
protect one another. At their 
recent convention, held in 
Manila in early January this year, 
the participants sent a telegram to 
support the global march against child 
labour. The Philippine Daily Inquirer, a leading 
national newspaper, published the message of 
our young missionaries. How Délia Tétreault 
must rejoice, she who knew very well how to 
awaken the missionary spirit in millions of 
Canadian children! Her prophetic dream of 
children throughout the world singing to­
gether their joy is realized here and now.

We Gather the Fruits
Our foundress effectively reached out as 

well to adults to involve them in the Mission. 
Without studies in strategic planning, Délia's 
farsightedness envisioned long-term goals and 
means of effective mission awareness. She in­
spires our missionary animation project today.

The commitment of our laity in the Church is 
transforming ecclesial life, writes John Paul II in 
Redemptoris Missio. We are reaping the fruits. The 
Filipino people no longer limit themselves to their 
own parish. They are messengers of the Gospel wher­
ever they go, whether at the local radio station or at 
the journalist's desk, as community faith leaders or vol­
unteers with the tribal minorities and even as overseas 
contractual workers. We witness, this year, the rapid 
increase in number of Filipino missionaries sent to 
other countries! The Philippines now ranks as the sev­
enth largest mission-sending nation having 981 reli­
gious sisters, 358 priests and brothers present in

83 countries. Add to this the one million overseas 
workers who live their faith in difficult conditions 
around the world. Indeed, a fresh breeze from the Holy 
Spirit blows over our Christian islands. There is also, 
in the country, the welcomed presence of lay volun­
teers from abroad. We embrace all this mission in­

volvement as part of our missionary animation pro- 
ject and we admire the unselfish 

devotedness of the faithful who par­
ticipate in the mission of Christ. It 

is truly comforting to observe 
that ancient roots bud forth, 

producing young shoots and 
that a new springtime of 
Christianity has arrived! □isyoi

Contributing one's talents 
at the Holy Childhood 

convention in Mati

The convention is a time
of intense mission animation.
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MISSIONARY INTENTIONS
MAY 1998

May young people be prepared to accept a lifelong 
missionary vocation.

JUNE 1998
May the whole Church recognize and invoke 

the Holy Spirit as the principal agent 
of the new evangelization.
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Dolorès St-Cyr, M.I.C. 
From Coleraine, 

Diocese of Quebec. 
Returned to Peru 
in January 1998.

Doris Twyman, MIC. 

From La Tuque, 
Diocese of Trois-Rivières. 

Returned to Malawi 
in January 1998.

Madeleine Alarie, M.I.C. 
From St-Fidèle, 

Diocese of Quebec. 
Returned to Haiti 
in January 1998.

Pauline Brodeur, m.i.C. 
From Ste-Théodosie, 

Diocese of St-Jean-Longueuil. 
Returned to Zambia 
in February 1998.

w MISSIONARIES 
WITH US

YOUR DEPARTURE GIFT HELPS 
OUR MISSIONARIES

II
! Enclosed the amount of $____________

WITNESSES 
OF THE 
40SPEL,

IN SOLI PARITY 
WITH

THE WORLD!

Agnès Bouchard, m.i.c.
From Petite-Rivière-St-François, 

Diocese of Québec. 
Returned to Peru in February 1998, 

after working in Cuba.

Name:

Address:________________Apt. :

Code :

!Tel.:( )______________________ j
Do you want a tax receipt 

Yes □ No □
Address to:

MISSION PROCURE 
MISSIONARY SISTERS 

! OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
121, MAPLEWOOD AVENUE , 

OUTREMONT, QC CANADA
H2V 2M2 i v

1 5
Telephone: (514) 274-5691 ! f

I 3
i ÇJhjanh if ou for if our soliiluvitif ! ^

I o
i---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1

DENISE Bourgeois, M.I.C. Diocese of Davao, Philippines. 
From St-Ours, Returned to Bolivia

Leticia Dotollo, M.I.C. 
From Toril,

Diocese of St-Hyacinthe. in February 1998.
Left for Cuba in March 1998, 
after working in Madagascar.
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/ CUBA j

Ktiamtiff Row Lû Give:... 
cuid alGa'lGow La Receive

By Sara Olga Pérez, M.I.C.

The mission situation in Cuba is unique in the Latin American continent. There are 17 Cuban M.I.C. Sisters. Five young 
women are in the formation stage to become members of our Community. How can the missionary dimension of MIC. 

life be expressed? Is it possible to speak of mission animation? To cooperate in the universal mission, 
the Churches of the world are called not only to give, but also to receive. Sr. Sara Olga Pérez shows us

how the Cuban Church lives this partnership.

Young people open their hearts to the Gospel.

_

Sr. Sara Olga is in charge 
of the Pastoral 
Coordination 
Department, Conference 
of Bishops of Cuba.

r

Dear Céline,
Is it possible to speak of mission ani­

mation in Cuba? My answer is an un­
hesitating YES, and to justify it, I invite 
you to look at our reality, keeping in mind 
that mission animation is essentially the 
work of the Holy Spirit. Its purpose is to 
make Christians more and more aware of 
the gratuitousness, universality and beauty 
of Salvation in Jesus Christ, and at the 
same time, to incite them to commit them­
selves to the universal mission of the 
Church. How can we not commit ourselves 
to bringing the Gospel to our brothers and 
sisters of the whole world once we have 
experienced this salvation?

For a long time, our Church lived con­
fined within the walls of its temples, shar­
ing the Gospel and the Eucharist in very 
small groups of believers. These commu­
nities, gathered in the name of the Lord, 
were afraid to open their doors and win­
dows. Yet they nourished in their hearts 
the desire to receive the Word of God, to 
be identified with their Lord and to be a 
living presence among their people. In the 
last few years, however, and in this 
Marxist-Leninist environment, our Church 
has been experiencing a great awakening 
of faith. This happened with very little 
help in terms of personnel and with no 
other means of evangelization but faith in 
the presence and action of the Holy Spirit 
in the here and now, and the Word of God 
as a source of life and a driving force for 
mission.

Sharing generously what we have re­
ceived has always been one of our main 
cultural traits. The same is true in the con­
text of faith. The people - children, youth, 
adults - who receive the Gospel message, 
immediately share with their own family,

neighbours, work or study companions. 
They gave the confidence, joy and solidar­
ity which are the fruit of their encounter 
with God. Their witness, which has long 
been a silent one, has been a conscience 
awakener. It has been a meaningful procla­
mation of the God of Life in the midst of 
our Leninist reality and this is precisely 
what gave credibility to our Church.

To cooperate in the mission not 
only means giving, but also being able 
to receive: all particular Churches, 
whether young or old, are called to 
give and to receive for the universal 
mission, and none of them must with­
draw into itself, John Paul II reminds us. 
(RM. 85) Our Church has received and con­
tinues to receive much help from sister- 
Churches. The foreign missionaries have

given us considerable help and I especially 
refer to those who stayed with us in 1961 
after the massive exodus and expulsion of 
priests and religious sisters. Their life of 
faith simply shared, their audacity in 
searching for new ways, their hope against 
all odds, have spurred on our faith, 
strengthened us in difficult times and chal­
lenged our Christian commitment. 
Numerous vocations to the priesthood and 
to the religious and missionary life have 
risen from the witness of their lives con­
secrated to God and to His People. Their 
vision has reached far into the future; not 
only did they commit themselves to the 
evangelical mission of the Church, they 
also provided for their succession. Their 
proclamation of the Message has become 
an invitation to others to commit them­
selves to the mission.
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Coming out 
of church 

after Mass at 
Los Palacios

iAm AMERICA

A New 
Generation of 

Missionaries
By Murielle Dubé, M.I.C.

Chile, Peru, Bolivia - countries where the Church 
is young, rich in generosity and discovering the foreign 
outreach of her mission. Hence the strong insistence on 
mission animation to bring Christians to witness to the 

Good News beyond their geographical, ethnic, cultural 
or economic boundaries. Murielle Dubé, M.I.C., 

presents us a few M.I.C. Sisters fully committed to this 
ministry of raising missionary awareness.

At the hour of mission for Latin America, a spring 
keeps gushing forth! It nourishes the roots of a living 
and pilgrim Church!

What is the source of such dynamism? Four short words 
of the Gospel: Come and see On 1:39). Go and proclaim 
(Mt 28:19-20). Today as yesterday, these words give rise to 
an unbelievable life. The experience of a gratuitous love 
that gives full meaning to life. The call to participate in 
the proclamation of the most wonderful news: We are 
28

In Cuba, there are still many women and men who 
hunger for God; this is why we have a duty to proclaim 
Salvation in Jesus Christ to them. This whole Island of ours 
is mission land. Our Church - faithful to her Lord - never 
ceases to promote the new evangelization radiating from the 
living and dynamic communities which are becoming, in 
every way, instruments of liberation that the Word of Life 
may be received. Here and beyond our boundaries, the mis­
sion of the Church bears quite a challenge: a vast number 
of people do not know Christ and His Gospel. We are aware 
of this as members of a local Church. We call on the Holy 
Spirit in our desire to respond better and better to the Word 
of God that keeps saying to us: Go and make disciples of 
all the nations. (Mt 28:19)

Now, I put the question to you: Is it possible to speak of 
mission animation in Cuba? It is your turn to tell me. I'd 
like to hear from you!

With Affection,
Sara Olga, MIC. □
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Gisèle Lachapelle, M.I.C. (2nd I.),
Nancy Campos, M.I.C., and Murielle Dubé, M.I.C.

saved, we are loved ... There is hope! It is impossible to 
keep this Good News to oneself. This is what we M.I.C.s 
are trying to live, rooted in a continent of missionary 
hope, carrying in our hearts the project of a people - sons 
and daughters who sing the goodness of God. The dream 
of Délia our Foundress lives on: God has given us every­
thing, even His own Son: What better way to repay Him 
than to give Him children, chosen ones, who will also sing His 
goodness for centuries to come!



PERU
Thérèse Beaudet, who was a missionary in Cuba

from 1951 to 1960, has been in Pucallpa, Peru, since 1968. 
In August, she will celebrate her golden jubilee of religious 
life. You would say she is at the age of retirement. Well, 
look again! Thérèse is the driving force, the catalyst of mis­
sionary awareness in the Vicariate of Pucallpa. Men and 
women, be they teachers, students, professionals, business 
people, children - all of them, it seems, have been touched 
by her flame. Their hearts embrace the world; their feet 
take them to other places; their wallets open up for alms­
giving, in little or great amounts; their lips pour out 
prayers for the missions; their hands stretch out to others. 
The Church of Pucallpa, being mission-conscious, gives 
out of her poverty!

Five young women of Pucallpa have answered the 
call to mission and are living it with us M.I.C.s. 
Ederlina Torres del Aguila, a professed sister of 
perpetual vows, and Jessica Arevalo, a scholastic, are 
in Lima. Tania Diaz Vela, a scholastic, is a mission­
ary in Cochabamba, Bolivia. Loyda Panduro, a 
postulant, is in Santiago, Chile, while Margarita 
Tuesta, a postulant, is in Tate, Peru.

BOLIVIA
At the Institute of Rural Education (1ER) in 

Cochabamba, there is but one leitmotiv: to form native 
Quechua women so that they may then share with oth­
ers what they have learned! Whether they become sandal- 
wearing nurses, Christian animators of small rural commu­
nities or promoters of women's rights and dignity, all of 
them are called to use their talents in the service of peo­
ple in great need. Out of this fraternity totally devoted to 
the service of rural women, Anita Perron strives to build 
bridges of friendship with the university and college stu­
dents of Cochabamba. Beyond the cultural and social dif­
ferences, a new world of solidarity and fraternity is be­
ginning to emerge. Women and young people are the 
protagonists of that world; they are the missionaries of to­
day and of tomorrow!

Nancy Paz Rivero, M.I.C., originally from Santa 
Cruz, works at the 1ER, in a totally different cul­
tural milieu. Ana Torres Frontanilla studied at the 
1ER before becoming an M.I.C. She is now in Haiti, 
in the name of the Church of Bolivia, happy to 
share the gift of her faith.

CHILE
This missionary doesn't wear sandals... it is too cold! Yet, 

Gisèle Lachapelle has been a missionary in Ancud, Chiloe 
Island, Chile, since 1970. Twenty-six years in this country, 
serving quietly at the Bishop's office, in a ministry which 
she considers most valuable: the Holy Childhood and the 
Youth Without Frontiers. As in the story of Tistou, the 
Green Thumbs, the delicate touch of Sr. Gisèle opens the 
hearts of children and young people to the Good News of 
Jesus and to the needs of their brothers and sisters of the 
world, both near and far. A breath of life sweeps through! 
A group of young missionaries appears on the horizon! They

Missionary animation gives rise to missionary vocations.

gather at a parish mission in Pudahel, a poor area of Ancud. 
Carmen Gloria Cid and Sigrid Romy Yunge, for their part, 
will give a hand at the mission of Tate, in Peru. Under the 
guidance of Sr. Jeannine Boily and of the M.I.C. fraternity, 
these two women in their twenties in turn train other 
young women also wishing to transmit the dynamism of 
their faith. A fire is spreading! Life is flowing through! 
Bridges are being built! A local Church experiences the 
dynamic reality of being sent on a mission!

Two M.I.C. Sisters were bom on the Island of Chiloe: 
Manuela Vélasquez, a missionary in Cuba for three 
years, and Nancy Campos, presently a missionary in 
Santiago. □
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Sister Marguerite Bégin (Joseph-Octave)
Marguerite was born in St-Joseph-du-Lac, county of Lauzon,

Quebec, on October 24, 1911. At the age of 20, she entered the 
Institute of the Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception, 
where she made her profession on February 11, 1934. She then 
worked at the promotion of our review, LE PRÉCURSEUR, and was 
later appointed receptionist at our Noviciate of Pont-Viau.

In 1944, a long career began for Sr. Marguerite as directress of 
closed retreats in Quebec City and in Outremont. To organize and run 
a retreat house in the 40's and 50's was not an easy task. She did it successfully and 
managed to create a congenial and prayerful atmosphere. She loved her contacts with 
the retreatants and discreetly accompanied and counselled the young women inter­
ested in the religious life, while respecting their freedom of choice. Another major part 
of her life was then devoted to the service of authority. She also served as local bursar 
for nearly 18 years. At a time when the religious life was undergoing renewal, she 
undertook the necessary formation required to adapt to the imposed changes.

Because of her frail health, Sr. Marguerite never went on missions outside the 
country, but she made an important and valuable contribution to the different projects 
of the Community in Canada. She fulfilled her task with serenity, discretion and 
remarkable attentive care. In 1989, after spending some time at the hospital, she 
retired at our house of Pont-Viau. Those were years of inferiority in which she mani­
fested her gratitude for the least service rendered to her. On January 10, 1998, at the 
age of 86, she surrendered her life to God.

Sister Émilienne Vézina (Saint-Amédée)
Émilienne was born in Quebec City, July 24, 1913. She made her 

profession in the Institute of the Missionary Sisters of the Immacu­
late Conception on August 5,1935.

In 1936, she left for China. She was 23 years old. Her mis­
sionary career began in Suchow, where she taught music and 
singing to young women, several of whom had the desire to 

embrace the Catholic faith. From 1936 to 1949, she lived through 
the bombings of the war between China and Japan. She then experi­

enced having to flee for her life and going from place to place. She endured the con­
centration camp for two years and the civil war between the Chinese Communists and 
Nationalists. She finally left Suchow. Six months later, she embarked for the Philip­
pines. As a singing and music teacher, she directed for many years a music depart­
ment that had several teachers and many students. She would go out to meet people, 
to sow the seed of the Good News and to pray with groups. After 20 years in the Philip­
pines, she was assigned to Vancouver. She felt drawn to the most unfortunate and 
founded the Aurora Society for the rehabilitation of alcoholic women, an organization 
approved by the Ministry of Health.

Having returned to Montreal, Sr. Émilienne worked as a volunteer at the Maison du 
Père. Her involvement, her devotedness and her witness were most appreciated by both 
the staff and the homeless. Her entire missionary journey was really a word of God calling 
people to listen to the Word and to follow Jesus. The Lord received her in His home on the 
28th of January 1998, at the age of 84 years, 66 of which she lived in religious life. □

Jeanne Guinois, M.I.C.



TO CONTACT
THE MISSIONARY SISTERS 

OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
HERE ARE A FEW ADDRESSES:

CANADA:
The Generalate and Mission 
Procure
121 Maplewood Avenue 
Outremont, QC Canada 
H2V2M2 Tel.: (514) 274-5691

Missionary Animation Center
314 St. Catherine Road 
Outremont, QC Canada 
H2V2B4 Tel.: (514)495-1551

Office of the Délia Tétreault Cause
100 Place Juge Desnoyers 
Poiit-Viau, Laval, QC Canada 
H7G1A4 Tel.: (514)663-6460

AFRICA:
Provincial House
P.O. Box 47,
Mzimba, Malawi, Central Africa

CUBA:
Casa Provincial
Calle 33, No 3409 - Entre 34 y 36 
Playa, Ciudad de la Habana 
Cuba, 12100

HAITI:
Maison Provinciale (Delmas)
C.P. 1085,
Pori-au-Prince, Haïti, Les Antilles

HONG KONG:
Provincial House
Good Hope Convent 
381 Jat's Incline 
Kowloon, Hong Kong

JAPAN:
Provincial House
8-13-16 Fukazawa, Setagaya Ku 
Tokyo 158, Japan

MADAGASCAR:
Maison Provinciale
Lot 11 -J-4 bis, Ivandry 
Antananarivo, Madagascar 101

PHILIPPINES:
Provincial House
P.O. Box 468, 1502 Greenhills 
Metro Manila, Philippines

SOUTH AMERICA:
Casa Provincial
Francisco de Orellana 338 
Lima 5, Peru, América del Sur

TAIWAN:
Provincial House
30, Lane 148,
Fu Hsing South Road, Section 2 
Taipei 106, Taiwan, R.O.C.
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N.B. Tax receipts issued for donations only, 

NOT FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS. THANK YOU

D $ 8 1 year D $ 10 Support

EH $15 2 years EH $ 20 Support

□ $23 3 years EH $ 30 $upport

□ $15 1 YEAR USA AND OTHER COUNTRIES

Published five (5) times a year.

MIC MISSION NEWS, P.O. Box 157, Stn Laval-des-Rapides, Laval, QC Canada H7N 4Z4

i___

Summer
y

A GIFT OF HOLIDAYS,

SPACE FOR THE EYES AND THE HEART, 

THE SAND, THE WIND, THE MOUNTAINS, 
THE WHISPERING BREEZE, THE SPIRIT, 

GREEN LIFE IN ABUNDANCE!

Benoît Lacroix, O.P.
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Are you interested in the religious or lay missionary life?
Do YOU WISH TO DISCERN THE LORD'S CALL WITHIN YOU?

Contact the Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception.


