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A Treasure Trove

TO DISCOVER
As Le Précurseur (1920) and the MIC Mission News 
(English version, 1923) are approaching their centennial, 
we at the MIC Missionary Press decided to become citi-
zens of the modern world and cultivate an online pres-
ence. The Virtual Center of the MIC Historical Missionary 
Memory was created with the goal of sharing our precious 
Canadian heritage with the scientific community and the 
public at large. 

The history of the MIC Missionary Press is an integral part 
of Délia Tétreault’s dream. Foundress of the Missionary 
Sisters of the Immaculate Conception, Délia hoped the 
magazines would reach every Christian home in Quebec 
where faith was deeply rooted and where mission aware-
ness was welcomed. Many men and women became 
priests and religious missionaries after reading our publi-
cations. Inspired by our outreach abroad, our intercultural 
experiences, and becoming more aware of the growing 
need to spread the Good News throughout the world, 
those young adults responded to the Call. 

For nearly one hundred years, the MIC Sisters have enthusi-
astically headed the publication. Some have promoted the 
magazine by going door-to-door, a necessary part of every 
young missionary’s formation back then. Others have trav-
elled thousands of kilometers to endorse the magazine, 
visiting cities and towns in Quebec, Ontario, and even the 
United States. The Sisters have worked passionately and 
admirably on every aspect of the magazine, from drafting 
and layout to printing and shipping. With time, collabo-
rators and lay employees assumed some responsibilities 
working closely with the MIC personnel.

In the 1950s, the magazines’ circulation reached more 
than 172,000 copies. Is there anyone in Quebec who isn’t 
familiar with Le Précurseur or its English counterpart, the 
MIC Mission News? For this reason, among others, the MIC 
publications are considered part of our “Canadian her-
itage”. They are a true treasure trove of information for 
students, historians, and anyone interested in our history.

Our decision to launch the Virtual Center was inspired by 
one of Délia Tétreault’s original goals, first established in 
the early 20th century—to share the values and lived expe-
riences of the mission’s pioneers. Through virtual com-
munication, we hope to ensure the sustainability of our 
mission and our continued involvement in making the 
world a better place in the spirit of the magazines’ leitmo-
tiv: To sow joy and hope. A legacy for today and tomorrow!
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I WANT ESPECIALLY TO THANK: 

Carole Guévin, Assistant Directress of M.I.C. Missionary 
Press, who initiated and spearheaded the project with 
unwavering conviction and determination.

Catherine Foisy, Professor of Religious Sciences at 
Université du Québec à Montréal, who showed great inter-
est in the project.

Audrey Charland, Communication and Development 
Officer, who handled the project design and layout.  Audrey 
worked with enthusiasm and dedication on every task and 
responsibility entrusted to her. Her professionalism and 
attention to details allowed us to create a dynamic, inter-
esting and user-friendly website. 

ADDITIONAL THANKS TO: 

Denis Pépin, General Director of Archives Lanaudière and 
his team who was responsible for digitizing 976 magazines 
and creating the indexes.

André Kahlé of Infoka – Engineer, Archilog software 
designer and search portal creation.

Sophie Caron – Caron communications graphiques, 
responsible for creating the Web’s interface.

René Cournoyer – RC Compu-NIC / Données Inc., com-
puter consultant.

Alexandre Kenny – Kojik informatique inc., site creation 
and hosting.

Megan Callahan, Translator – English version of the Web 
content. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: 

We are grateful for the funding received from the 
Government of Canada: Department of Canadian Heritage 
– Aid to publishers, component of the Canada Periodical 
Fund which have allowed us to realize our project.

Exploring our virtual treasure trove means discovering the 
deepest dreams and motivations of those missionaries 
who left their country for a lifetime. They spent their lives 
immersed in countries and cultures completely unknown 
to them, and the Virtual Center allows you to follow them 
on their journeys. You can discover the leprosariums in 
Asia, the Maoist Cultural Revolution, the Second World 
War... the aboriginal tribes in the Philippines, the evolution 
of Africa and the engagement of the Americas. So many 
surprises awaited those young women.

We invite you to delve into the heart of their stories; their 
adventures of then and now will never cease to surprise 
you. ❈

Sœur Marie-Paule Sanfaçon, m.i.c.
Directress and Editor-in-Chief
M.I.C. Missionary Press
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Propelled by her unshakeable faith and 
certainty of her vocation, Délia Tétreault, 
known in her religious community as 
Mother Mary of the Holy Spirit, founded 
the Missionary Institute in 1902. For many 
years she had dreamed of founding a con-
gregation based on her missionary ideals, 
and when she finally did, her success sparked 
a flame that only burned brighter with the 
passage of time. The Missionary Sisters of 
the Immaculate Conception was Canada’s 
first religious missionary congregation for 
women. The congregation quickly spread 
as an increasing number of Sisters travelled 
to different continents, bringing their mis-
sionary vocation to Asia, Oceania, North 
America, and Latin America. Coordinating 
the Institute’s international activities was 
very taxing, but Délia Tétreault refused to 
limit their efforts abroad. She wanted the mission to be 
felt both at home and abroad. 

Délia’s desire to carry her faith far and wide eventually 
led to the establishment of the Missionary Press. In May 
1920, the very first issue of Le Précurseur saw the light of 
day. Less than three years later, its English counterpart, The 
Precursor (MIC Mission News), was added to circulation. 
The magazine was named after the Lord’s precursor, Saint 
John the Baptist, who introduced the Lord to the Bible’s 
chosen people. Later, the English title changed to the MIC 
Mission News, which was a reference to the Good News 
shared throughout the world.

Originally, the distribution of the magazines also served 
to promote the missionary way of life and inspire young 
women to join the cause. The magazines also allowed par-

ents to receive precious news from their children abroad. 
Through first-person accounts and correspondence, The 
Precursor (MIC Mission News) informed readers about dif-
ferent cultures and traditions, promoted prayer and spiri-
tual reflection, and spread the Christian faith.

Ever since its humble beginnings, the MIC Missionary Press 
team was forced to adapt to major social changes occur-
ring in the late 20th and early 21st centuries. When flipping 
through the 975 issues that make up our archives, read-
ers can see how much the publications have evolved over 
time: layouts changed, colour was introduced, and com-
puter graphics improved dramatically. More recently, our 
digital version was made available. The magazines adopted 
a fresh new look, and their content soon followed. Slowly 
but surely, our writers began to address national and inter-
national topics of interest.

“�LE PRÉCURSEUR”—The 
Story Behind The Name
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Despite all of these changes, the press’s core message 
hasn’t changed. Our congregation’s unique missionary 
vision is still implicit in every article. The Precursor (MIC 
Mission News) will soon be celebrating its 100th birthday, 
and throughout the years, it has continued to occupy an 
important place in Quebec’s literary landscape. Our mag-
azines are distinctive; whereas many publications have 
migrated to digital, we continue to distribute print issues. 
Today they are read around the world and renowned for 
their quality, and for this reason we have every reason to 
believe that our foundress’ avant-garde spirit will live on, 
from generation to generation.

THERE WERE STILL MANY CROSSES

Despite the undeniable success of Le Précurseur and The 
Precursor (MIC Mission News), it would be naïve to think 
that we never experienced any setbacks along the way, or 
that our life was always rosy. Many roses did grow on our 
path, but their beauty was equalled by the sharpness of 
their thorns. In most cases, our biggest successes came at a 
high cost. The ministry of the MIC Missionary Press was no 
exception. We’ve chosen to bring to light the various road-

blocks encountered to help our readers understand the 
scope of our undertaking, nearly 100 years in the making.

Evidently, managing two publications proved to be a 
daunting task. At the beginning, more than 170,000 copies 
were printed every year. What’s more, in its not-so-distant 
past, The Precursor (MIC Mission News) was a relatively 
thick volume that was circulated six times annually.

Published in two languages and distributed across oceans, 
the magazine was only made possible thanks to the count-
less employees and volunteers who worked diligently on 

SPECIAL

edition MIC Mission News

6
november

2016



every stage of development (writing, illustrating, editing, 
correcting, printing, promoting, distributing, directing, 
etc.). Many missionaries worked in the shadows, doing 
work that was secondary but nonetheless essential. Our 
personnel was largely made 
up of missionary Sisters, and 
their advancing age even-
tually became problematic. 
Hiring secular employees was 
the only possible solution; 
it allowed us to offer relief 
to the Sisters, who fought 
valiantly at the front lines 
despite their old age. Two 
veterans and “retirees” from 
the MIC Missionary Press 
share personal stories about 
their time there, giving us a 
rare and intimate glimpse 
into their daily routine.

There were administrative challenges, such as the frequent 
shift in management at The Precursor (MIC Mission News). 
As the English publication changed hands, it alternated 
between a literal translation of the French magazine and a 
brochure-type document independent from Le Précurseur. 
There were also logistical issues, such as finding quality 
photographs. At first, the magazine had five or six pho-
tos per issue, each one depicting missionary work in Asia. 
These would miraculously arrive after a long trip by sea 
mail. Nowadays, despite new technologies and the speed 
of Internet transmissions, it’s very difficult to obtain good 
photographs for our articles. There isn’t enough time, the 
work is arduous, and interest is not what it used to be. 

When we weren’t facing internal obstacles, we had external 
issues to contend with. For example, on several occasions, 
our writing team was forced to censure articles. Certain 
subjects and taboos required particular tact, or simply had 
to remain unsaid in order to ensure the safety of our Sisters 
abroad, especially those stationed in countries with social 
and political ideals that conflicted with ours.

Finally, one difficulty could not be avoided: our financial 
situation. As our subscribers continued to diminish, pro-
motion became increasingly difficult, and other unfore-

seen problems obstructed our path. Consequently, the 
MIC Missionary Press was forced to make some heart-
breaking budget cuts over the years. 

In light of these changes, we 
must take a positive out-
look. The dedicated efforts 
and determination of all 
those involved in the MIC 
Missionary Press have made 
it possible for our congre-
gation to offer readers two 
high-quality magazines. Le 
Précurseur and The Precursor 
(MIC Mission News) have 
received awards for excel-
lence on more than one 
occasion. Without a doubt, 
the faith and passion of these 

consecrated women played a pivotal role in the publica-
tion’s success.

A VIBRANT WITNESSTO CHANGE

What makes our magazines relevant and worthy to be 
among Canada’s patrimonial works? To answer this ques-
tion, our team has selected a dozen articles from vari-
ous issues published at different time periods and made 
them available to interested readers. This modest sample 
of our expansive archive illustrates the impressive range of 
topics explored over the years.

When looking at previous issues, it is easy to see how The 
Precursor (MIC Mission News) has evolved, both in terms 
of content and form. Originally, a single issue was an 
imposing black and white volume filled with biblical and 
encyclical excerpts, quotes from saints, tributes to bish-
ops, cardinals, and priests, not to mention innumerable 
excerpts from missionary diaries offering unprecedented 
access to the Sisters’ lives. 

As time passed, content became more diverse and com-
puter graphics improved. Slowly but surely, the issues 
slimmed down, sacrificing quantity for quality. New per-
spectives on missionary life multiplied and colour print-
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ing was introduced. Our goal was not only to inform 
subscribers, but also to expose them to different cultures. 
We tried many different tactics to compel our readers. For 
example, during the 60s and 70s, we tried to adopt a more 
educational, photojournalistic approach without dimin-
ishing the spiritual nature of our articles. Furthermore, 
the Second Vatican Council was a historic moment in the 
Catholic world and profoundly affected our writing. In 
issues published during the post-conciliar era, we notice 
a gradual abandonment of ornate clerical regalia and reli-
gious titles in favour of a more modest dress and a return 
to civil names.

As it entered the 21st century, the now well known MIC 
Mission News remained timely and continued to spread 
the Institute’s spirit of thanksgiving. Certain social and 
political stances were taken as the Missionary Sisters of the 
Immaculate Conception permitted themselves to share 
their points of view and defend the rights and liberties 
of those facing injustices. As such, we must not forget to 
appreciate the important work of our secular freelancers, 
just as we appreciate our MIC writers.

Our publications are an invaluable treasure, one that 
immerses readers in a rich and dynamic history. While the 
scientific community might find it difficult to appraise 
our work with an objective lens, they cannot deny that 
our archive is a goldmine of factual and emotional data. 
Nevertheless, we must remember to put these historical 
moments in context to better understand their meaning 
and scope.

Through this interesting retrospective, we will show that, 
while the MIC Missionary Press adapted to the changing 
times, it never became a chaotic catch-all, or misrepre-
sented its true purpose to sell copies and please audi-
ences. Today, after so many decades, we still recognize its 
original missionary roots. In fact, many faithful readers 
“cannot get enough” of our writing and impatiently await 
our next issue.

STILL CHANGING IN THE 21st CENTURY

Ever since the establishment of the Institute and its Press, 
the Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception have 
kept their hearts and minds open. They adapted without 
hesitation when faced with the needs of different popula-
tions and the introduction of new technologies. Time and 
again, they were on the front lines, putting all the tools 
available to them to good use.

Their endless resourcefulness helped solve many prob-
lems at the MIC Missionary Press. The Sisters had a lucid, 
clairvoyant-like awareness of their own limitations. Faced 
with the reality of their work and their advanced age, they 
reached out to many professionals in order to preserve the 
impressive collection of the magazines.

After long periods of reflection and years of prepara-
tion, the Virtual Center of the MIC Historical Missionary 
Memory was created in 2015. Every issue is now available 
on our bilingual website. Faced with the uncertain future of 
print media and the growing popularity of communication 
technologies, we took the leap and decided to go digital.

The Virtual Center exemplifies how timely the MIC 
Missionary Press continues to be, despite what some 
have said about our conservative and conventional 
character. Once again, Mother Mary of the Holy Spirit 
(DéliaTétreault) helped us reach our destiny.

Over 2,000 years ago, the Messiah’s precursor was ahead of 
his time. Today, the magazine that bears his name contin-
ues to break new ground. ❈
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Réjane was born in Quebec 
City on January 21, 1916. 
The family then moved to 
Joliette, her father’s home-
town. Naturally drawn 
to contemplation, at the 
age of eight, Réjane was 
admiring the beauty of 
a magnificent landscape 
when suddenly she felt 
surrounded by a life-giv-
ing Light. This experience 
deeply touched her and 

the certainty of God’s existence was engraved in her heart. 
With joy, Réjane tells us that such an encounter with the 
Divine led her to consecrate her long life to Him.

In 1973, at a time when Sister Réjane was Superior at the 
Mother House in Montreal, the community decided to 
leave that large building located on Côte-Sainte-Catherine. 
When all the renting transactions were concluded, she 
accepted a new mandate: to be directress of the magazine 
Le Précurseur, thus becoming the 5th editor- in- chief.

REQUESTING A TEAM — MISSION ACCOMPLISHED

Sister Réjane had directed many MIC houses, but had never 
directed a magazine. The challenges and doubts over-
whelmed her. Though she had previously worked twelve 
years with approximately sixty MIC Sisters in promoting 
the magazine, and though she had visited numerous fam-
ilies across the province of Quebec, though she knew well 
the structure, the style and the readership of Le Précurseur, 
she knew that those experiences, though important, 
were not sufficient; more was needed to maintain 53,000 
subscriptions.

As she began working as editor-in chief, she typed the arti-
cles and decorated the pages. Sister Réjane relates: At that 
time, we typed the texts on those old fashion typewriters. It 
took me a long time because I was not accustomed to this 
kind of work. The articles were artistically decorated by 
hand. What a nightmare, I had no artistic talent!

Sister Réjane felt the urgent need of being supported by a 
qualified team. Shortly after, Sr. Florence L’Heureux, m.i.c. 
presented herself. She had received a training in secretarial 
work, she therefore graciously offered her services; typing 
was her strength - what a gift from Heaven! Then Sr. Isabelle 
Éthier, M.I.C. who was a great artist accepted to work on the 
design and layout of the magazine — what a relief that was!

CENTRALIZE TO BETTER SERVE

When Sister Réjane arrived, there already was an MIC com-
munity team working in the shipping room. Each maga-
zine was addressed by hand, inserted in an envelope and 
stamped. Automation and subcontracting came later. 
Le  Précurseur was printed in Ontario. Sister Réjane evalu-
ated the service and then contacted Librairie Beauchemin 
located nearby in Quebec. Shortly after, the printing respon-
sibility was passed on to the latter.

A CALL VIA LE PRÉCURSEUR 

Le Précurseur had a significant impact on recruitment. We 
would see it in many households when we visited families. 
The people knew about the magazine and would subscribe. 
The pastors, who met with the missionaries, would speak 
to their parishioners about this missionary magazine in the 
hope of awakening the missionary spirit in Quebec. All was 
in place and well organized to support the missions around 
the world.

In 1978, Sister Réjane began having cardiac problems thus 
obliging her to quit Le Précurseur. Having reached her 100th 
year, she now consecrates her life to prayer and contem-
plation. She prays for the development and protection of 
the missions around the world, she prays for the refugees, 
particularly for the mothers and children. As directress and 
editor-in-chief of Le Précurseur and by her consecrated 
life, Sister Réjane Gaudet never ceased contributing to 
Venerable Délia Tétreault’s dream. ❈

A Luminous Centenarian, on the Wings of Prayer
Dialogue with Sr. Réjane Gaudet, m.i.c.

Suzanne Boivin
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A Heart Open to the World
Dialogue with Sr. Huguette Turcotte, m.i.c.

Suzanne Boivin

Sister Huguette Turcotte, m.i.c., led the active 
life she always dreamed of. She reached out to 
others using various communication tools in a 
rapidly changing world. Her commitment to the 
MIC Mission News began in the 1980s, when 
she first recognized the world’s great need for 
the Word of God.

Sister Huguette Turcotte was born in Montreal in 1924. As 
a young girl she was struck with tuberculosis and then later 
with typhoid fever, and as she recovered she developed an 
appreciation for reading and writing. Touched by the arti-
cles in Le Précurseur (French version of the MIC Mission 
News), she tended a secret, passionate wish to go out 
and meet the world. Little did she know she would real-
ize her dream: firstly, as a missionary and music teacher in 
the Philippines, then later as the secretary of the missions 
department of the Canadian Religious Conference, and 
finally, as the sixth directress of the MIC Missionary Press.

IN SERVICE: FROM BRUSSELS TO MONTREAL

In the fall of 1978, a then middle-aged Sister Huguette was 
working in Brussels as the assistant to the secretary general 
of the International Catholic Organization for Cinema and 
Audiovisual (OCIC). She worked hard to spread the Word 
of God through cinema in a spirit of thanksgiving inspired 
by the MIC Foundress, Mother Délia. Didn’t Pope Pius X 
encourage the Sisters to preach the Word of God from the 
rooftops when he first sanctioned the establishment of the 
community in 1904?

Sister Huguette’s time writing for the OCIC International 
Trilingual Bulletin and her university education trained 
her well for Le Précurseur. In 1978, the Superior General 
requested that she return to Quebec for an indefinite 
period to take over the publication. 
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Sister Huguette was an experienced organizer, and 
manned the helm of Le Précurseur with her team until the 
spring of 1983. The year the French magazine fell into her 
hands, Vietnamese refugees were fleeing their country to 
escape communism. When they arrived in Montreal, they 
were completely helpless. By night, Sister Huguette ran 
Le Précurseur (she slept on a couch in her office), and by 
day she scoured the city, gathering resources left and right 
for the newcomers.

Back in 1979, Le Précurseur was published every two 
months and widely distributed. Sustained by the Sisters’ 
unwavering faith, the magazine eventually reached 48,940 
subscribers. The MIC would leave in pairs for up to two 
months, traveling throughout Quebec, Ontario, and 
Massachusetts on subscription campaigns. 

AN INSPIRATIONAL VIEW OF LE PRÉCURSEUR

To better communicate the Church’s mission, 
Sister  Huguette put her creativity to work and took up 
photography. My Minolta camera was always hanging 
around my neck, she said. I captured everything in colour. 
I supplied both the OCIC publication in Brussels and Le 
Précurseur. From then on, a colour photograph was show-
cased in every issue of the MIC magazine.

Thanks to our missionary Sisters abroad ,  said 
Sister Huguette, the magazine’s content became rich and 
varied. The magazine also began to publish her accounts 
of meetings with missionaries from different communi-
ties and excerpts from world congress reports. 

“My womanly heart aches  
for those women and children 
currently living as refugees in 
Europe, she said. Let us hope 
that Le Précurseur’s presence 
online will have an impact on 
these critical issues”.

COMMUNICATING HER VISION TO THE FUTURE

Throughout the wave of social changes that rocked the 70s 
and 80s, Le Précurseur played a pivotal role in the develop-
ment of the missionary spirit in Quebec. Even if our print 
publication will one day be exceeded, its pages of evange-
lization will continue to be as vibrant as they were during 
those first few years with Mother Délia. In 2020, we will be 
celebrating Le Précurseur’s 100th birthday. Sister Huguette 
hopes to keep the magazine alive until then at the very 
least, and she continues to help out in many ways. During 
her travels around the world, she gave conferences on 
women, describing them as great universal providers. 

At the age of 92, after 65 years of dedication to the cause, 
Sister Huguette is happy and fulfilled, and her heart 
remains open to the world and the future. ❈
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MIC MISSIONARY PRESS—PERSONNEL

For the past four years I have been writing arti-
cles for Le Précurseur; I appreciate this enriching 

experience which feeds the mind as well as the heart. The 
MIC Missionary Press is not only committed to diversity 
but it also looks at the world with a unique perspective 
of our societies: a missionary and solidarity perspective. 
Seldom do we find platforms which promote intergen-
erational dialogue or even space to hear the voice of the 
youth. However, the magazine Le Précurseur is one of 
them. For me, when the editorial team comes together it is 
a joy to be able to dialogue and share with the members. 
I am always delighted to take part in the profound discus-
sions which open up on a multitude of subjects—political, 
social, cultural as well as spiritual.

To write a page or two in this magazine is an opportunity 
for me to reflect, to delve within me, and break away from 
the daily routine. I am happy to participate in a magazine 
project and being part of a vibrant, inspiring team is cer-
tainly a privilege. 

Émilien Roscanu

For the past twelve years I’ve assisted the production of 
Le Précurseur in many different ways. Each task, from 
making photocopies to developing long-term strategies, 
demanded a certain level of expertise. Working for the 
MIC Missionary Press is a mission, one that has seen all 
of my strengths and limitations. If I wake up one morn-
ing on the wrong side of the bed, my bad mood instantly 
dissipates when I run into one, two, or sometimes three 
fellow Sisters who smile and offer me their loveliest greet-
ings. The magazine’s dynamic team consists of twenty or 
so people: volunteers, freelancers, and part-time employ-
ees, one big family where interpersonal relationships are a 
priority. Together, we put our hearts, experiences, energy, 
and deepest convictions into Le Précurseur so that we can 
offer our readers a beautiful, quality magazine filled with 
thought-provoking subjects. I’m so happy to work for 
the MIC Missionary Press and to fulfill this mission at this 
stage of my life. 

Carole Guévin
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The joy of going forth

In his Apostolic Exhortation, The Joy of the 
Gospel, Pope Francis speaks to us about  

A CHURCH WHICH GOES FORTH (No. 20). My participa-
tion as a member of the editorial team allows me “to go 
forth” to set out with a desire to meet and know the other 
person. When we come together to brainstorm in order to 
find a theme for our next magazine issue, we take a look at 
the world around us that needs to be evangelized because 
our magazine is first and foremost a missionary magazine. 
Spontaneously, suggestions are proposed by each partici-
pant and, to our surprise, we marvel by the way the Spirit 
enlightens us with ideas and leads us to see the great needs 
of our society. With joy, we choose a theme that best fits 
the world’s MISSION realities and challenges. Every time 
we come together as a team, I feel I am reaching out; I am 
motivated in finding a person who willingly would accept 
to write a slice of life experience. Commentaries we receive 
after these articles are published confirm that a positive 
effect is left in the hearts of more people than we think. A 
gift greatly appreciated.

Léonie Therrien, m.i.c. 

My dearest sister… the Sister

My sister Thérèse was a bridge in my life. She was a scien-
tist, and died young at the MIC infirmary in Pont-Viau. This 
was the day I left school – me, the “intellectual”! In 2005, 
I entered a world of tenderness, joy, trust, and surprising 
rigour: the world of writing. I joined the editorial team 
responsible for Le Précurseur. In this small heart oriented 
world, listening is a priority.  Here, we discover beauty, con-
templation, meditation, faith, democracy, bravery, talent.  
I believe the heart of the editorial team is a reflection of 
the entire MIC community.

For the past eleven years I’ve been resting here – relaxing, 
admiring my colleagues, laughing and praying, discover-
ing paths that nurture my faith. I’ve worked alongside four 
happy and fulfilled women, and another man has recently 
joined us. Our team’s mission: to sow joy and hope. Thank 
you, my dear sister Thérèse, for this wonderful gift.

André Gadbois
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photographs and prayed for our missions. These small 
gestures give me the strength to continue my work. Our 
goal is to sow joy and hope: a wonderful mission nourished 
by our contacts with our subscribers and others we meet 
along the way.

I am not alone in my service. Colleagues answer the tele-
phone, take care of correspondence, and distribute the 
magazines abroad. Others travel and organize missionary 
promotion events in various parishes: truly a beehive of 
activity to sow the word of God.

Yolaine Lavoie, m.i.c.

Working for our subscribers has always been for me a 
source of joy and thanksgiving. I communicate with them 
every day. I help them renew their subscriptions and make 
sure they receive their magazine at the correct address. I’m 
always impressed by the prayer requests written behind 
the subscription coupon. Many take the opportunity to 
express their appreciation, and their words of encourage-
ment help the editorial team continue their good work.

In the evenings, when I join my community group for 
prayer, I think about our subscribers’ good intentions so 
that we might share them with the Lord together. I was 
deeply touched when a 95-year-old woman wrote to us, 
saying that although she could not read anymore, she con-
tinued to subscribe. She enjoyed looking at the magazine’s 

M
IC

 M
IS

SI
O

N
A

R
Y 

P
R

ES
S 

P
ER

SO
N

N
EL

 (f
ro

m
 le

ft
 to

 r
ig

h
t)

 –
  

1st
 r

ow
: S

rs
 M

ar
ce

ll
e 

Pa
qu

et
, N

ic
ol

e 
Jo

ly
, Y

ol
ai

n
e 

La
vo

ie
,  

A
n

it
a 

Pe
rr

on
, M

ic
h

el
le

 P
aq

ue
tt

e;
 2

n
d  r

ow
: S

rs
 L

uc
et

te
 G

il
be

rt
, 

El
m

ir
e 

A
ll

ar
y,

 S
uz

an
n

e 
La

be
ll

e,
 M

on
iq

ue
 B

ig
ra

s,
 B

er
n

ad
et

te
 

D
eg

ui
re

, Y
vo

n
n

e 
A

yo
tt

e,
 L

uc
y 

V
ir

gi
n

ia
 H

un
g

SPECIAL

edition MIC Mission News

14
november

2016



LE PRÉCURSEUR, 1920, page 1
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As the English version of Le Précurseur began in 1923,  
this first French “bulletin” was not published.



THE PRECURSOR, 1963, page 575
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MIC Mission News, Winter 2009, pages 16-17
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THE PRECURSOR, 1977, No. 2 - pages 7-8
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THE PRECURSOR, 1977, No. 2 - pages 7-8
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MIC Mission News, Jan.-Feb. 1993, pages 12-14
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MIC Mission News, Jan.-Feb. 1993, pages 12-14
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through your subscription 
to the MIC Mission News magazine

With your subscription to our magazine, you have free access to our user-friendly site. Discover the stories, 
anecdotes, and photographs that make up our missionary legacy and cultural heritage

You will be sent by email the information needed to create you member profile. If you already have a 
subscription to the MIC Mission News, don't forget to send us your email address with your subscriber 
number at: communications@pressemic.org

You can gain FREE access  
to our Archives Portal

FOR ONLY  $8  PER YEAR

     You can subscribe now!
www.pressemic.org



Concordia University Quebec Studies Network 
CUQSN
The Concordia University Quebec Studies Network (CUQSN) aims to bring  
together the multiple knowledge, skills, and perspectives Concordia University  
is known for, and to highlight its contribution to Quebec society, Canada,  
and beyond.

Axis 1. Human Rights and diversity	 Axis 3. Communication, culture, and creation
Axis 2. History and memory	 Axis 4. Social development and participation

The Theology department of Saint Paul’s 
University welcomes the digital archives 
portal of the publication:  
Le Précurseur / MIC Mission News.

Let us work together  
for a deeper understanding  
of the faith serving all of the   
Church’s missionary effort.
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This project has been made possible
in part by the Government of Canada.

Virtual Center of the MIC 
Historical Missionary Memory
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www.pressemic.org
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